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Teachable Moments in the Classroom: Unlocking Everyday Learning Opportunities

Teachable moments in the classroom are those unexpected, yet incredibly valuable instances that

arise spontaneously during the school day. These moments provide a unique chance for educators to

connect lessons to real-life experiences, making learning more meaningful and memorable for

students. Unlike planned lessons, teachable moments are fluid and adaptable, allowing teachers to

respond to students’ curiosity, challenges, or current events in a way that encourages deeper

understanding and engagement.

Recognizing and harnessing these opportunities can transform the classroom environment into a

vibrant space where learning happens naturally and enthusiastically. But what exactly makes a

teachable moment so special, and how can educators make the most of these instances? Let’s dive

into the concept of teachable moments in the classroom and explore practical strategies for embracing

them to enrich student learning.

What Are Teachable Moments in the Classroom?

Teachable moments are unplanned, informal opportunities that arise during the school day, presenting

a chance for instruction or discussion that ties directly to students’ interests, questions, or real-life

situations. These moments often occur during classroom interactions, student mistakes, current events,

or social situations, and they can be leveraged to deepen understanding or develop critical thinking

skills.

Unlike traditional lessons that follow a set curriculum, teachable moments are spontaneous and often

more impactful because they connect with students in the here-and-now. For example, a

misunderstanding during a math problem might open the door to a quick, meaningful review of a

concept, or a news story might spark a rich conversation about history, ethics, or civic responsibility.



The Importance of Flexibility in Teaching

Being open to teachable moments requires flexibility on the part of the teacher. While it’s important to

have a lesson plan, educators who can adapt and shift focus when these moments arise often find

their students more engaged and motivated. This adaptability helps create a dynamic learning

environment where students feel heard and their curiosity is nurtured.

Examples of Teachable Moments in the Classroom

Teachable moments can happen in virtually any subject or grade level. Here are some common

scenarios where these moments often arise:

1. Student Questions and Curiosity

When a student asks an unexpected question that sparks a new line of thinking, it’s a perfect

teachable moment. Rather than dismissing or postponing the question, diving into it can encourage

inquiry-based learning and model intellectual curiosity.

2. Mistakes and Misunderstandings

Errors aren’t just setbacks—they’re opportunities. When a student makes a mistake, instead of simply

correcting it, teachers can use the moment to explore why the mistake happened and how to think

through the problem differently. This approach promotes a growth mindset and resilience.



3. Current Events and Social Issues

Real-world events provide rich material for connecting classroom content to the world outside. Whether

it’s a scientific breakthrough, a political development, or a cultural event, discussing these topics can

make lessons feel timely and relevant.

4. Social Interactions and Conflict Resolution

Sometimes, moments of disagreement or social conflict between students can be harnessed to teach

important lessons about communication, empathy, and problem-solving. Addressing these moments

thoughtfully encourages social-emotional learning alongside academics.

Strategies to Maximize Teachable Moments

To make the most of teachable moments in the classroom, teachers can adopt several practical

strategies that encourage active engagement and deeper understanding.

Encourage Open Dialogue

Creating a classroom culture where students feel comfortable asking questions and expressing ideas

is essential. Open dialogue invites teachable moments to flourish naturally and helps students feel

valued as contributors to the learning process.

Stay Present and Attuned



Teachers who practice mindfulness and stay attuned to the classroom dynamics are better positioned

to notice subtle cues that indicate a teachable moment. This might be a puzzled look, a spontaneous

comment, or an emotional reaction—being observant allows educators to respond promptly.

Integrate Curriculum Connections

While teachable moments are spontaneous, connecting them back to curriculum goals helps maintain

instructional coherence. For instance, if a student’s question relates to a future lesson topic, the

teacher can make a brief detour to introduce the concept, building a bridge to upcoming content.

Use Reflective Questions

Asking reflective questions during teachable moments encourages deeper thinking. Instead of simply

providing answers, guiding students to analyze their own ideas or experiences promotes critical

thinking and self-awareness.

The Role of Technology in Supporting Teachable Moments

In today’s digital age, technology can amplify the impact of teachable moments in the classroom.

Interactive tools, instant access to information, and multimedia resources allow teachers to explore

spontaneous topics in greater depth.

For example, if a current event arises that relates to a lesson, educators can quickly pull up news

articles, videos, or expert interviews that enrich the discussion. Digital platforms also enable students

to collaborate and share their thoughts, turning a brief moment into a more extended learning

experience.



Challenges and Considerations When Embracing Teachable

Moments

While teachable moments offer tremendous benefits, they also present challenges. One of the main

concerns is managing time effectively. Since these moments are unplanned, they can potentially derail

the lesson schedule if not handled carefully.

Additionally, not every spontaneous moment is appropriate or relevant to the class objectives.

Teachers must exercise judgment to decide which moments to pursue and which to set aside for later.

Maintaining a balance between flexibility and structure is key to ensuring that teachable moments

enhance rather than hinder learning.

Managing Classroom Dynamics

Sometimes, teachable moments arise from sensitive topics or emotionally charged situations. In these

cases, it’s important for educators to create a safe and respectful environment, guiding discussions

with empathy and clear boundaries.

Professional Development and Support

Teachers can benefit from professional development focused on recognizing and utilizing teachable

moments effectively. Sharing strategies and experiences with colleagues fosters a collaborative

approach to this powerful teaching tool.



Why Teachable Moments Matter for Student Growth

One of the most compelling reasons to embrace teachable moments in the classroom is their ability to

promote deeper learning and personal growth. These moments often ignite students’ natural curiosity

and connect academic content to their lives, making learning more relevant.

Moreover, teachable moments encourage critical soft skills like problem-solving, communication, and

emotional intelligence. When students see their questions and experiences valued, they develop

confidence and a positive attitude toward learning.

In this way, teachable moments contribute not only to academic success but also to the holistic

development of young learners, preparing them for challenges beyond the classroom walls.

Every day in the classroom holds the potential for unexpected learning opportunities. By tuning in to

these teachable moments and responding with intention, educators can create a dynamic and inspiring

learning environment where students thrive.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a teachable moment in the classroom?

A teachable moment in the classroom is an unplanned opportunity that arises during instruction where

a teacher can offer insight or clarification on a topic, making the learning experience more relevant and

impactful for students.

How can teachers identify teachable moments?

Teachers can identify teachable moments by staying attentive to students' questions, reactions, current

events, or unexpected situations that connect to the curriculum and provide a meaningful context for

learning.



Why are teachable moments important for student learning?

Teachable moments are important because they allow educators to address students' immediate

interests or misunderstandings, promote critical thinking, and make learning more engaging and

personalized.

Can teachable moments be planned in advance?

While teachable moments often arise spontaneously, teachers can prepare by creating a flexible

lesson plan and cultivating an open classroom environment that encourages curiosity and dialogue.

What are some examples of teachable moments in a classroom

setting?

Examples include addressing a current event related to the lesson, discussing a student's unique

question or comment, or using a mistake made during an activity as a learning opportunity.

How can technology enhance teachable moments?

Technology can enhance teachable moments by providing instant access to information, multimedia

resources, and interactive tools that help clarify concepts and engage students effectively.

What strategies can teachers use to maximize the impact of teachable

moments?

Teachers can maximize impact by actively listening, connecting the moment to learning objectives,

encouraging student participation, and reflecting on the experience to reinforce understanding.

Additional Resources

Teachable Moments in the Classroom: Unlocking Spontaneous Learning Opportunities



Teachable moments in the classroom represent a dynamic and often unpredictable facet of education,

offering educators unique opportunities to deepen student understanding beyond pre-planned

curriculum content. These moments arise organically, frequently sparked by student questions, current

events, or unanticipated classroom interactions. Recognizing and effectively utilizing teachable

moments can transform routine lessons into impactful learning experiences that resonate with students

on a personal and intellectual level.

In contemporary educational discourse, the concept of teachable moments is gaining prominence as

teachers seek adaptive strategies for engagement amidst diverse learning environments. This article

explores the nature of teachable moments in the classroom, examining their characteristics, benefits,

challenges, and practical approaches for educators aiming to harness these spontaneous opportunities

for enhanced student learning.

Understanding Teachable Moments in the Classroom

Teachable moments are defined as unplanned instances where a teacher can introduce or reinforce

concepts in response to an event or question that captures students’ attention. Unlike structured

lessons, these moments rely on the teacher’s ability to read the classroom environment and pivot

instruction responsively. They often emerge from real-life contexts, emotional experiences, or

classroom dialogues that prompt curiosity and critical thinking.

One of the key attributes of teachable moments is their immediacy. They occur in the flow of everyday

classroom dynamics, making them inherently authentic and relevant. This immediacy can significantly

increase student motivation and retention since learners tend to engage more deeply with content that

connects to their lived experiences or current concerns.

The Pedagogical Value of Spontaneous Learning

The pedagogical potential of teachable moments lies in their capacity to personalize learning. When



educators seize these opportunities, they can address students’ immediate interests or

misconceptions, thereby tailoring instruction to meet the unique needs of the classroom. Research

indicates that personalized learning approaches, including the strategic use of teachable moments, can

improve academic outcomes by fostering greater student agency and engagement.

Moreover, teachable moments encourage critical thinking and inquiry-based learning. For example, a

student’s unexpected question about a historical event during a literature class might prompt an

interdisciplinary exploration, enriching the educational experience. Such moments cultivate a classroom

culture where curiosity is valued, and learning extends beyond rigid syllabus constraints.

Identifying and Maximizing Teachable Moments

Effective utilization of teachable moments requires educators to be observant, flexible, and reflective.

Teachers must balance curriculum demands with responsiveness, ensuring that spontaneous teaching

opportunities complement rather than derail instructional objectives.

Strategies for Teachers

Active Listening: Attentiveness to student comments and questions helps identify openings for

deeper discussion.

Flexibility in Lesson Planning: While maintaining a structured syllabus, teachers should allow

room for deviation when teachable moments arise.

Encouraging Student Participation: Creating an environment where students feel comfortable

expressing thoughts increases the likelihood of spontaneous learning opportunities.

Connecting to Curriculum Goals: Relating teachable moments back to learning objectives



ensures alignment with educational standards.

Reflective Practice: Post-class reflection enables teachers to evaluate how well they captured

and utilized teachable moments and plan for future integration.

Examples of Teachable Moments in Different Subjects

Science: A sudden question about climate change during a biology lesson can lead to a

discussion on environmental science and current global challenges.

Mathematics: When a student encounters a real-world problem, such as budgeting for a school

event, it can serve as a practical teachable moment about financial literacy.

Language Arts: A debate sparked by a controversial book character can open avenues to

explore themes of ethics and perspective-taking.

Social Studies: Current events or news stories shared by students provide context for

discussions about government, culture, or history.

Challenges and Considerations

While teachable moments enrich learning, they also present challenges. One significant concern is

time management, as spontaneous discussions may extend beyond the allotted time, affecting syllabus

coverage. Additionally, not every unplanned topic will be appropriate or beneficial; teachers must

exercise judgment to maintain classroom focus and respect diverse viewpoints.



Another consideration involves equity. Educators need to ensure that teachable moments engage all

students rather than favoring more vocal participants. This requires skillful facilitation to draw in quieter

learners and address differing levels of background knowledge.

Furthermore, the increasing integration of technology in classrooms introduces both opportunities and

distractions. Digital platforms can amplify teachable moments through instant access to information but

may also divert attention if not managed effectively.

Balancing Structure and Spontaneity

The tension between a rigorous curriculum and the fluidity of teachable moments is a central issue in

educational practice. Successful teachers often adopt a hybrid approach—planning lessons with built-in

flexibility and setting clear priorities to determine when to pursue or defer spontaneous discussions.

This balance supports the dual goals of comprehensive content delivery and responsive instruction.

Impact on Student Outcomes and Classroom Culture

Research underscores that when teachers adeptly leverage teachable moments, there is a positive

impact on student cognitive and socio-emotional development. These moments can build critical soft

skills such as empathy, adaptability, and communication, which are essential for lifelong learning.

Moreover, classrooms that embrace teachable moments often display a vibrant, inclusive culture.

Students feel their voices matter, fostering trust and collaboration. This dynamic can enhance

motivation, reduce behavioral issues, and create a more supportive learning environment.

In summation, teachable moments in the classroom are invaluable assets that reflect the organic

nature of learning. Their power lies in transforming routine educational settings into spaces where

curiosity, relevance, and responsiveness converge. For educators willing to cultivate these moments

thoughtfully, the rewards extend well beyond academic achievement to nurturing engaged, thoughtful



learners prepared for an ever-changing world.

Teachable Moments In The Classroom

  teachable moments in the classroom: Teachable Moments Dennis M. Fare, Allison Coyle,
2017-02-15 Teachable Moments will look at various pieces of the vocation of what it means to be a
teacher in our school buildings today - through all of the most impactful reforms on the fabric of
American education. As administrators, we see the push for the need to create data tables and pie
charts in an attempt to make conclusions about improving instructional practices to encourage
student performance. Some things - many moments - cannot be quantified, however. So, where do
we begin? There is absolutely no singular starting point, but the experience of the teaching
practitioner is vast, and goes far beyond that which can be measured numerically. Our vocation, and
its many ups and downs, often cannot be assigned a neat number. This book will examine the ways
in which school districts approach these educational changes, through the lens of the teacher. From
one-on-one teacher interactions with each other, to those memorable moments with students, this
book will be a collection of rich essays that capture the experience of the newer teacher.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Creating Teachable Moments; A Guidebook to
Inspiring Values in the Classroom Shannon W McPherson, 2024-06-04
  teachable moments in the classroom: The Anti-bullying and Teasing Book for Preschool
Classrooms Barbara Sprung, Merle Froschl, Blythe Simone Farb Hinitz, 2005 In preschool, children
encounter their first experiences in forming and joining social groups outside their family. It is
natural for them to experiment with social interactions while learning about their world. In this
guide, teasing and bullying are addressed as a continuum of intentionally hurtful behavior, from
making fun of someone to repetitive physical abuse. Creating a caring environment at the beginning
of school reduces the need for children to assert themselves through negative behavior such as
teasing and bullying. With The Anti-Bullying and Teasing Book, teachers of young children can
address this behavior before it develops. Special features of this book: Information on family-school
partnerships to engage families in the development of a caring community and to reinforce
teachings about empathy and mutual respect. Techniques to teach children how to think about and
manage their feelings in a safe and appropriate way. Tips for teaching children how to act
appropriately as a bystander. Children who stand by while a friend is being teased and bullied may
be uneasy or even scared that they might be next. They feel powerless and learn negative ways to
interact with others. Teachers have the opportunity to work with bystanders, helping them to
develop the confidence to stand up for a friend. As a result, children will become more able to stand
up for themselves and not tolerate teasing and bullying behavior. The Anti-Bullying and Teasing
Book creates an environment that reinforces the positive messages essential to children's sense of
safety and well-being. Some such messages are quoted from Hurt-Free Schools by M. Christine
Mattise: If you are hurt on the playground, someone will come to see if you are all right. If you are
alone, you are welcome to join in a game. If you are being teased, other children will come and tell
the teaser to stop. If you need help, ask an adult. When certain social milestones and goals are
achieved, children can easily live and work within their world. According to the National Association
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) Code of Ethical Conduct, these goals can be stated in
terms of democratic life skills, which include the ability to: see one's self as a worthy individual and
a capable member of the group. express strong emotions in non-hurting ways. solve problems
ethically and intelligently. be understanding of the feeling and viewpoints of others. work
cooperatively in groups, with acceptance of the human differences among members. Teachers have
a major influence on how children view themselves within the larger world. Children mimic teachers'
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language and interactions. By creating a climate of mutual respect, teachers can help children learn
to develop empathy and treat others fairly and kindly, and to stand up for themselves and their
friends in safe and developmentally appropriate ways. The Anti-Bullying and Teasing Book will help
teachers create a school environment in which all children feel comfortable, safe, and welcome.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Literacy Moments Jacqueline Witter-Easley,
2019-06-05 In the course of any given day in an early-elementary classroom, a variety of situations
present themselves through which a thoughtful teacher could develop teachable moments. This book
provides teachers with the tools to consider those teachable opportunities as literacy moments:
brief, authentic, joyful encounters with texts in all forms. Here, teachers learn to nurture joyful
readers by infusing their classrooms’ daily lives with authentic literacy moments every day. The book
is organized into three sections, each section containing three chapters. The first section's chapters
focus on creating a literacy moments learning environment, addressing both the affective and
physical domains, as well as the need for teachers to undergo a mindset shift in cultivating their
personal reading habits. The second section's chapters emphasize literacy moments for the
foundational skills of word recognition and vocabulary development. Here, readers explore the
integration of popular culture and the arts into their physical domain, as well as methods for
creating and effectively using a print-rich environment. The last section's chapters target literacy
moments for developing critical thinking through comprehension processes. The chapters focus on
intentionally incorporating literacy moments in each stage of the reading process: pre-reading,
during reading, and post-reading.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Creating the Teachable Moment Darlene L.
Stewart, 1993 A recognized leader in the field of neocognitive psychology presents an innovative
approach to teaching and learning. Stewart believes that positive change in the quality of education
can only occur when teachers are in the mood to teach and students are in the mood to learn. With
this book, she show teachers how to cultivate an atmosphere conducive to learning and
achievement.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Teachable Moments for Classroom
Communication Ellen Pritchard Dodge, 1994
  teachable moments in the classroom: 88 Ideas to Teach More Effectively Tim Bowman,
2016-11-25 This is GOOD. Really, really extraordinary stuff. I don't think I've ever seen a similar
book on education. - Seth Godin Tim writes with flair ... A book you can read, dip into, come back to,
and I can imagine these pages appearing on a student or teachers desk to inspire, contemplate, or
react to. - John Hattie If you are after a compendium of detailed lesson plans, this is not the book for
you. If you want to hear from a self-professed teaching guru, this is not the book for you. If you
believe the road to being an effective teacher is paved with uncertainty, contradictions and
mistakes...this may be the book for you. Designed to be unlike any other education book, 88 Ideas to
Teach More Effectively is packed with practical wisdom to encourage teachers to maximise their
impact and be happier. This book aims to challenge and inspire students, teachers and everyone
involved in education, no matter what their background. All will find value in reading this concise
and accessible book. Combined with 88 entertaining, full-colour illustrations this book is basically a
chocolate bar that’s good for you! Topics include: Hook ‘em early; Forget being the favourite; Teach
sticky; Say I don’t know; Teachable moments; Removing your emotions You will feel terrible
sometimes; You’re not just a teacher; Don’t miss an opportunity. 88 Ideas to Teach More Effectively
is an invaluable guide for students, teachers and newly qualified teachers who are wanting to reflect
on their role and impact...plus, it has pretty pictures.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Teachable Moments Eunsook Hyun, 2006 How do we
understand what curriculum 'is' and 'does' for both learners and teachers? Using actual field-based
vignettes, this book introduces teachable moment-oriented, emergent-oriented, and
negotiation-oriented curricula practices, and explores how, while the three curricula notions are
distinctively different from one another, they are simultaneously interconnected. Teachable
Moments is a valuable resource for teachers at all levels. In addition, this is a book for senior



undergraduate- and graduate-level early childhood curriculum courses, as well as graduate students
and faculty who are interested in studying contemporary postmodern curricula discourses.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Dear Teacher Martha Brady, 2003-10-17 The key to
authentic learning is capitalizing on teachable moments in the classroom. Learn to look for and
create these tremendous learning opportunities as you teach your curriculum. This resource guides
the user in a friendly fashion through a variety of units that address standards, multiple
intelligences, and the content areas. Liberally sprinkled with practical projects, poetry, music, and
assessment strategies, a grid is included at the end of each unit that demonstrates the
interconnectedness of the hundreds of activities.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Teachable Moments and the Science of Education
Greg Seals, 2018-08-06 This book develops a general theory of autonomous teaching by examining a
mysterious educational idea: the teachable moment. By formulating an understanding of the
teachable moment as predicated upon ‘educational energy,’ this book takes up John Dewey’s view of
teaching to articulate a law-like, scientifically oriented pedagogical theory. By offering a testable
hypothesis about effective teaching through an innovative reading of Dewey’s law, this book also
provides insights into changes in school practice and schooling policy consonant with an
understanding of teaching as a science.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Critical Incidents in School Counseling Tarrell Awe
Agahe Portman, Chris Wood, Heather J. Fye, 2019-04-01 This practical text explores contemporary
case scenarios that arise in school counseling with children and adolescents. Throughout 30
chapters on a diverse range of topics, several school counseling experts analyze and discuss each
incident from a best practices perspective. Topics are organized around the CACREP Standards and
incidents include a list of related supplemental readings, online resources, and suggested learning
activities. Issues explored include trauma, drug use, pregnancy, cyberbullying, suicide, gangs,
parental conflicts, sexual orientation, third-culture students, student career development, and
ethical and professional dilemmas. *Requests for digital versions from ACA can be found on
www.wiley.com *To purchase print copies, please visit the ACA https://imis.counseling.org/store/
*Reproduction requests for material from books published by ACA should be directed to
publications@counseling.org
  teachable moments in the classroom: Teachable Moments James V. Colubiale, 2023-10-12
While preparing his classroom for his first day as a teacher, Jason discovered his deceased
predecessor’s 180-day digital lesson plan journal on a computer file entitled “A Classroom
Compendium to Whimsy and Delirium, and the 5 Other Dwarfs”. Out of sheer curiosity, he began to
read from the log and quickly realized that he was learning more about teaching from this journal
than from any college education class he ever took.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Puzzling Moments, Teachable Moments Cynthia
Ballenger, 2009-09-17 In her new book, bestselling author Cynthia Ballenger explores the
intellectual strengths of students whom teachers find “puzzling”—poor, urban, immigrant, or
bilingual children who do not traditionally excel in school. Ballenger challenges the assumption that
these children—whose families in many cases have less formal education, read fewer storybooks,
and talk less with their children about school-like topics—have fewer intellectual or academically
relevant experiences. This practical book offers a detailed roadmap for traversing the daily work of
teaching today’s diverse population, and helping educators refine their work as it unfolds in the
classroom. Ballenger guides the reader as she analyzes what the children said, what this indicates
about their thinking, and how her dialogues with them informed her teaching. Book Features:
Detailed portraits of the daily routines of teaching and learning. Rich depictions of bilingual children
doing serious work with science and literature. Directions for how to listen to children’s ideas and
how to analyze classroom discussions. Guidance for following the practices of good teacher
research.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Knowing and Learning Mathematics for Teaching
National Research Council, Mathematical Sciences Education Board, Center for Education,



Mathematics Teacher Preparation Content Workshop Program Steering Committee, 2001-02-25
There are many questions about the mathematical preparation teachers need. Recent
recommendations from a variety of sources state that reforming teacher preparation in
postsecondary institutions is central in providing quality mathematics education to all students. The
Mathematics Teacher Preparation Content Workshop examined this problem by considering two
central questions: What is the mathematical knowledge teachers need to know in order to teach
well? How can teachers develop the mathematical knowledge they need to teach well? The
Workshop activities focused on using actual acts of teaching such as examining student work,
designing tasks, or posing questions, as a medium for teacher learning. The Workshop proceedings,
Knowing and Learning Mathematics for Teaching, is a collection of the papers presented, the
activities, and plenary sessions that took place.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Teachable Moments and the Science of Education Greg
Seals, 2018-08-06 This book develops a general theory of autonomous teaching by examining a
mysterious educational idea: the teachable moment. By formulating an understanding of the
teachable moment as predicated upon ‘educational energy,’ this book takes up John Dewey’s view of
teaching to articulate a law-like, scientifically oriented pedagogical theory. By offering a testable
hypothesis about effective teaching through an innovative reading of Dewey’s law, this book also
provides insights into changes in school practice and schooling policy consonant with an
understanding of teaching as a science.
  teachable moments in the classroom: The How and Wow of Teaching Kathy Paterson,
2019-11-06 Teachers succeed when they grow, develop, and strive to maintain excitement and
wonder: the WOW of learning. This book examines a wide variety of daily tasks, from delivering
engaging lessons to nurturing life skills. Throughout the book, simple steps for instruction are
explained, along with suggestions for fun-filled activities and games. Practical and hands-on, the
book offers tricks, techniques, and original ideas for excellent classroom instruction in all subject
areas. It demonstrates how the WOW factor will help teachers remain motivated as they enrich the
classroom learning experience for students.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Small Teaching Online Flower Darby, James M.
Lang, 2019-05-15 Find out how to apply learning science in online classes The concept of small
teaching is simple: small and strategic changes have enormous power to improve student learning.
Instructors face unique and specific challenges when teaching an online course. This book offers
small teaching strategies that will positively impact the online classroom. This book outlines
practical and feasible applications of theoretical principles to help your online students learn. It
includes current best practices around educational technologies, strategies to build community and
collaboration, and minor changes you can make in your online teaching practice, small but impactful
adjustments that result in significant learning gains. Explains how you can support your online
students Helps your students find success in this non-traditional learning environment Covers online
and blended learning Addresses specific challenges that online instructors face in higher education
Small Teaching Online presents research-based teaching techniques from an online instructional
design expert and the bestselling author of Small Teaching.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Augmentative and Alternative Communication Billy T.
Ogletree, 2021-01-12 Providers of Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) face a
myriad of challenges in a rapidly changing and developing field. Augmentative and Alternative
Communication: Challenges and Solutions is a unique solution-oriented text intended to prepare
professionals to face those challenges with a can do perspective. Featuring contributions from
prominent AAC researchers and providers, as well as actual AAC users, this resource traverses a
wide range of scenarios that clinicians deal with on a daily basis. Augmentative and Alternative
Communication: Challenges and Solutions is divided into five sections with each chapter offering a
different evidence-based solution. Part I provides an introduction and basis for the rest of the book.
Part II focuses on the unique challenges of providing AAC in childhood, while Part III centers on
dealing with adult disorders. In Part IV, the authors delve into special populations and issues, such



as assisting individuals with multiple disabilities. In Part V, clinicians will find tips for becoming a
solution-oriented provider. Key Features: * Contributions from national experts in AAC * Quotes and
vignettes representing the experiences of actual AAC users * Featured challenges faced by providers
and users alike * Evidence-based solutions for ready application in clinical contexts * Tools for
implementing certain strategies, including example meeting scripts * A comprehensive glossary of
terms * A highly readable writing style * An introductory chapter with bolded key terms to improve
retention of the material
  teachable moments in the classroom: Fire in the Classroom Ray Smilor, 2022-09-01 Fire in
the Classroom: Creativity, Entrepreneurship, and the Craft of Teaching explores important avenues
for teachers to become better at the craft of teaching by improving their skills and understanding in
areas such as utilizing experiential learning, becoming more adept at improvisation, addressing all
learning styles of students, recognizing and acting upon the teachable moment, developing and
delivering engaging lectures, and effectively incorporating outside speakers in their courses. This
book emphasizes the necessity for teachers to create classrooms that ignite a desire to learn and a
willingness to be taught amongst all their students. Fire in the Classroom ultimately shows teachers
and their students how to think more creatively and act more entrepreneurially. It provides the
know-how, techniques, and activities that enable teachers to enhance their teaching abilities and
renew their joy in teaching. With insightful observations, compelling stories, and specific curriculum
recommendations, this book serves as a guide to make the learning process for both teachers and
their students more engaging, interactive, and exciting.
  teachable moments in the classroom: Teachable Moments Peter Woods, Bob Jeffrey,
2019-07-23 Creative teaching is an art form – aesthetic, intuitive and expressive. The proliferation of
new educational policies in the early 1990s and the related increase in tensions and dilemmas facing
schools, combined with the growing demand for a wider range of skills and knowledge among
children meant that there was an even greater need for creative teaching than before the National
Curriculum. Originally published in 1996, this book addresses this need by: exploring the features of
creative teaching with a focus on the day to day practice of primary teachers; showing how teachers
used emotion, created atmosphere and stimulated imagination to enhance their teaching; examining
the ways in which teachers managed the National Curriculum and developed a new professional
discourse in response to government pressures at the time. This book is a sequel to Creative
Teachers in Primary Schools and builds upon this work providing new insights into the art of
teaching.
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