
showing and telling in writing
Showing and Telling in Writing: Mastering the Art of Engaging Storytelling

showing and telling in writing are fundamental techniques every writer wrestles with at some
point. Whether you’re penning a novel, a short story, or even creative non-fiction, understanding
when to show and when to tell can mean the difference between a flat narrative and a captivating
one. These two approaches shape how readers experience your story, influencing their emotional
connection and overall immersion.

Let’s dive deep into the nuances of showing and telling in writing, breaking down what each means,
when to use them, and how to balance both to create vivid, dynamic prose.

What Does Showing and Telling in Writing Mean?

At its core, telling is straightforward. It involves directly stating facts or feelings. For example, “She
was angry” is telling—simple and clear. Showing, on the other hand, paints a picture with words,
allowing readers to infer emotions and actions through sensory details, dialogue, and behavior. For
instance, instead of saying “She was angry,” you might describe her clenched fists, narrowed eyes,
and sharp tone.

The Power of Showing in Storytelling

Showing helps readers experience the story rather than just hear about it. When you show, you
invite your audience into the moment, making scenes more vivid and characters more real. This
immersive experience often leads to stronger emotional engagement because readers are actively
piecing together clues and feelings.

Consider a scene where a character receives bad news. Instead of telling the reader they are sad,
showing might involve describing their trembling hands, the way their shoulders slump, or how they
avoid eye contact. These details evoke empathy and make the moment resonate.

When Telling is Useful

While showing is often championed as the gold standard, telling isn’t inherently bad. There are
moments in writing when telling is more efficient and appropriate. For example, summarizing events
that don’t require deep emotional engagement or when the pace needs to move quickly. Telling can
help avoid bogging down the story with unnecessary details.

For instance, a sentence like “He spent the next three days recovering from the flu” efficiently
conveys information without dragging out a scene that might not be crucial to the plot.



Balancing Showing and Telling in Writing

Striking the right balance between showing and telling is an art. Overusing either approach can
detract from your story’s impact. Too much telling can feel flat and disengaging, while excessive
showing might overwhelm readers with details and slow down the narrative unnecessarily.

Tips for Balancing the Two

Identify key emotional moments: Use showing to deepen connection during pivotal scenes.

Use telling to summarize less critical info: Keep the story moving by briefly explaining
background or transitions.

Mix sensory details with concise statements: Blend showing and telling for clarity and
richness.

Consider your genre and audience: Some genres, like literary fiction, lean toward showing,
while others, like thrillers, may favor telling for faster pacing.

Examples of Showing and Telling

Let’s look at a simple character description:

- Telling: “John was nervous about the interview.”
- Showing: “John’s foot tapped rapidly against the floor, and his palms felt clammy as he glanced at
the clock for the third time in five minutes.”

The second example invites readers to feel John’s anxiety without explicitly stating it, making the
experience more engaging.

Common Pitfalls in Showing and Telling

Writers often struggle with either over-explaining or being too vague. Here are some traps to avoid:

Overloading with Description

Showing gone wrong can mean drowning the reader in excessive details that don’t serve the story.
Instead of painting a vivid scene, it bogs down the narrative and frustrates readers.



Too Much Telling Without Depth

Relying heavily on telling can make your writing feel like a report rather than a story. Readers might
feel disconnected from the characters and plot if everything is told rather than experienced.

How to Practice Showing and Telling in Writing

Improving your skill with these techniques takes practice and awareness. Here are some actionable
ways to sharpen your craft:

Rewrite Telling Statements into Showing Scenes

Take a paragraph where you simply tell something and challenge yourself to rewrite it showing the
same idea through actions, dialogue, and sensory detail. This exercise helps build your descriptive
muscles.

Read Authors Known for Their Showing Skills

Immersing yourself in well-crafted literature can give you a sense of how showing and telling
interplay naturally. Pay attention to how writers reveal emotions and settings without direct
exposition.

Use Writing Prompts Focused on Sensory Detail

Prompts that encourage you to describe what a character sees, hears, smells, or feels can enhance
your ability to show rather than tell.

Why Showing and Telling Matter for SEO and Reader
Engagement

In the digital age, writing isn’t just about storytelling—it’s about connecting with readers and
keeping them on your page. Well-balanced showing and telling can improve readability, making your
content more engaging and shareable. Google’s algorithms favor content that keeps readers
interested, reducing bounce rates and increasing time spent on site.

Furthermore, integrating related terms like “descriptive writing,” “narrative techniques,” and
“creative writing tips” naturally throughout your article helps search engines understand your
content. This boosts your chances of ranking well for queries related to writing craft.



Enhancing Content with Showing and Telling

Writers who master showing and telling not only produce compelling narratives but also create
content that resonates with a wider audience. Whether you’re blogging about writing tips or crafting
fictional stories, the principles remain the same: clarity, engagement, and emotional connection.

---

Showing and telling in writing are not opposing forces but complementary tools in your writer’s
toolkit. Learning when to show and when to tell empowers you to craft stories that captivate, inform,
and move readers. Like any skill, it improves with practice, reflection, and a willingness to
experiment. So next time you write, ask yourself: am I showing enough for my readers to feel the
moment, or am I telling enough to keep the story flowing? Balancing both will elevate your writing
to new heights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'showing' mean in writing?
'Showing' in writing means using descriptive language, sensory details, and actions to allow readers
to experience the story rather than just being told what is happening.

How is 'telling' different from 'showing' in writing?
Telling directly states information or emotions, providing facts or summaries, while showing
illustrates them through vivid descriptions and scenes.

Why is 'showing' important in storytelling?
Showing is important because it creates a more immersive and engaging experience for readers,
helping them connect emotionally with characters and events.

Can 'telling' ever be useful in writing?
Yes, telling can be useful for conveying necessary background information quickly, summarizing less
important details, or controlling the story’s pace.

How can a writer balance showing and telling effectively?
A writer can balance by showing key emotional moments and important scenes in detail while using
telling for transitions, background, or less critical information.

What are some techniques to 'show' rather than 'tell'?
Techniques include using sensory details, strong verbs, dialogue, body language, and specific
imagery to convey emotions and settings.



Is 'showing' always better than 'telling' in writing?
Not always; while showing is often more engaging, telling is sometimes necessary for clarity,
brevity, or pacing.

How can 'showing' improve character development?
Showing reveals characters’ personalities, motivations, and emotions through their actions and
interactions, making them more relatable and believable.

What are common mistakes writers make when trying to
'show' in writing?
Common mistakes include overloading with unnecessary details, using clichés, or making
descriptions so vague that they confuse rather than clarify.

Additional Resources
Showing and Telling in Writing: A Critical Exploration of Narrative Techniques

Showing and telling in writing represent two fundamental approaches that shape how stories are
conveyed and experienced by readers. This dynamic interplay influences not only the texture and
depth of narrative but also readers’ emotional engagement and comprehension. Writers, editors, and
literary critics have long debated the merits and applications of showing versus telling, making it an
essential topic in the craft of writing. By dissecting these techniques, their purposes, and their
impact, this article aims to provide a nuanced, professional examination for writers seeking to refine
their storytelling skills.

Understanding the Distinction: What Are Showing and
Telling?

At the heart of narrative craft lies the distinction between showing and telling. Showing involves
immersing readers in scenes through vivid descriptions, actions, sensory details, and dialogue. It
allows readers to infer emotions, motives, and contexts without explicit exposition. Telling, on the
other hand, involves straightforward narrative exposition, where the author directly communicates
information, feelings, or background without the intermediation of sensory experience.

For example, telling might state: “John was angry,” whereas showing would depict John’s clenched
fists, flushed face, and sharp tone. This fundamental difference affects the pace, tone, and
engagement level of the story.

The Role of Showing in Enhancing Reader Engagement

Showing is often championed for its ability to create immersive and emotionally resonant



experiences. By painting scenes with rich imagery and letting characters’ actions speak, it activates
readers’ imagination and empathy. Psychological research on reader engagement supports this
approach: narratives that incorporate descriptive details increase cognitive and emotional
involvement, fostering deeper connection with characters.

From a professional perspective, showing is vital in genres like literary fiction, where character
development and atmosphere are paramount. It allows subtlety and complexity to emerge
organically. However, overuse of showing can lead to overly dense prose or unnecessary verbosity,
potentially slowing narrative momentum.

When Telling Becomes Necessary and Effective

While showing is often idealized, telling holds critical importance in efficient storytelling. Telling can
convey essential information quickly—such as backstory, transitions, or abstract concepts—that
might otherwise bog down the narrative. In fast-paced genres like thrillers or action, telling helps
maintain rhythm and clarity.

Moreover, telling is useful for summarizing events or emotions that do not require extensive
dramatization. For example, “The meeting was dull and uneventful” efficiently communicates a
scene’s atmosphere without a drawn-out description.

The professional writer’s challenge lies in balancing showing and telling to suit the story’s needs,
ensuring neither overwhelms the other.

Techniques and Strategies for Effective Showing and
Telling

Mastering the interplay between showing and telling involves understanding when and how to
deploy each technique strategically.

Using Sensory Details and Concrete Imagery

Effective showing relies on sensory details—sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell. These details
ground readers in the narrative world, making scenes tangible. Instead of stating a character is
nervous, a writer might describe sweaty palms, quickened breath, or darting eyes.

Concrete imagery helps avoid vague or abstract language, making descriptions vivid. For instance,
“The old house groaned under the weight of the storm” shows atmosphere and mood more
powerfully than “The house was scary.”

Employing Dialogue and Action to Show Character



Dialogue is a powerful vehicle for showing. What characters say, how they say it, and their
accompanying body language reveal motivations and personality without explicit exposition.
Similarly, character actions—small gestures or significant decisions—can communicate internal
states vividly.

A professional approach involves integrating dialogue and action seamlessly, avoiding info-dumps
while enriching character development.

Balancing Pacing with Narrative Economy

One of the most critical considerations in showing and telling is pacing. Showing, with its descriptive
richness, tends to slow down the narrative, while telling accelerates it. Writers must balance
detailed scenes with concise exposition to maintain reader interest.

A practical tip is to “show” pivotal moments that demand emotional weight and “tell” during less
critical transitions or summaries, ensuring the story flows naturally.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

While the theory of showing and telling is straightforward, its application can be fraught with
challenges.

Overindulgence in Showing

Excessive showing can overwhelm readers, leading to “purple prose” or unnecessarily elaborate
descriptions that detract from the plot. Writers may unintentionally slow the story’s pace or confuse
readers with superfluous details.

To avoid this, writers should ask: Does this detail serve character, plot, or theme? If not, consider
summarizing or omitting it.

Excessive Telling and Its Impact

Too much telling risks flattening the narrative voice, making characters and scenes feel static or
unengaging. Readers may feel distanced from the story if they are told emotions instead of
experiencing them.

A professional strategy involves revisiting scenes dominated by telling and identifying opportunities
to insert showing elements that deepen reader immersion.



Integrating Showing and Telling: Best Practices for
Writers

The most effective narratives blend showing and telling harmoniously. Experienced writers often use
a layered approach:

Establishing Context with Telling: Briefly provide background or factual information to
orient readers.

Highlighting Key Moments with Showing: Use detailed scenes to create emotional impact
or reveal character complexity.

Maintaining Momentum with Telling: Summarize routine or less critical events to keep the
story moving.

Using Character Perspective: Filter showing and telling through point-of-view to enhance
voice authenticity.

This approach ensures a narrative that is both clear and compelling, balancing depth and
readability.

Case Studies in Literary and Commercial Writing

Examining notable works reveals how different authors harness these techniques. Literary novelists
like Virginia Woolf or James Joyce often prioritize showing, using stream-of-consciousness and
sensory detail to immerse readers. Conversely, bestselling thriller writers like Lee Child employ
telling strategically to maintain brisk pacing but inject showing during character revelations or key
confrontations.

Understanding these distinctions can help writers tailor their style to intended audiences and
genres.

SEO Considerations: Optimizing for “Showing and
Telling in Writing”

For writers and content creators looking to optimize articles on this topic, integrating relevant
keywords naturally is essential. Terms such as “narrative techniques,” “writing tips,” “character
development,” “descriptive writing,” and “storytelling methods” complement the primary phrase
“showing and telling in writing.” Using these LSI keywords throughout the text enhances search
engine visibility without compromising readability.

Moreover, structuring content with clear headings and coherent paragraphs improves user



experience and SEO performance. Incorporating examples, comparisons, and strategic lists also
increases content value.

The balance of professional tone and accessible language ensures the article appeals both to novice
writers seeking guidance and to experienced professionals refining their craft.

Ultimately, mastery of showing and telling in writing not only elevates story quality but also
enhances engagement metrics, contributing to content success across platforms.

Showing And Telling In Writing

  showing and telling in writing: Show and Tell Writing Mike Ulmer, 2022-03-11 In Show and
Tell Writing, Mike Ulmer is true to his word. He has written a great, short business book about how
to write a great, short business book. Mike traces his own story and evolution as a writer to create
the ultimate handbook for people who want to rejuvenate their businesses. With easy, step-by-step
instructions, Show and Tell Writing explains... How writers access our hardwired need to resolve
patterns and reach conclusions to create know, like and trust. Why every book is a business book
and why the act of writing a book is so transformative for the writer. The three pillars of every great
business book: The Proposition, The Backstory and The Recommendations. Loaded with tips and
chock full of unforgettable stories, Show and Tell Writing is the one book you need to write the book
your business needs.
  showing and telling in writing: Creative Writing Jane Yeh, 2013-12-19 Creative Writing is a
complete writing course that will jump-start your writing and guide you through your first steps
towards publication. Suitable for use by students, tutors, writers’ groups or writers working alone,
this book offers: a practical and inspiring section on the creative process, showing you how to
stimulate your creativity and use your memory and experience in inventive ways in-depth coverage
of the most popular forms of writing, in extended sections on fiction, poetry and life writing,
including biography and autobiography, giving you practice in all three forms so that you might
discover and develop your particular strengths a sensible, up-to-date guide to going public, to help
you to edit your work to a professional standard and to identify and approach suitable publishers a
distinctive collection of exciting exercises, spread throughout the workbook to spark your
imagination and increase your technical flexibility and control a substantial array of illuminating
readings, bringing together extracts from contemporary and classic writings in order to demonstrate
a range of techniques that you can use or adapt in your own work. Creative Writing: A Workbook
with Readings presents a unique opportunity to benefit from the advice and experience of a team of
published authors who have also taught successful writing courses at a wide range of institutions,
helping large numbers of new writers to develop their talents as well as their abilities to evaluate
and polish their work to professional standards. These institutions include Lancaster University and
the University of East Anglia, renowned as consistent producers of published writers.
  showing and telling in writing: Practical Ideas for Teaching Writing as a Process Carol
B. Olson, 1996-02 Contains a collection of specific classroom strategies & suggestions for teaching
writing to elementary school students according to an eight-stage process. Specific techniques for
teaching each stage of the writing process & descriptions of proven approaches for using these
techniques are also included. A wonderful resource, a labor of love from a large & talented group of
educators. Had its beginnings in the California Writing Project at the Univ. of California, Irvine. Best
Seller! Illustrated.
  showing and telling in writing: Showing & Telling Laurie Alberts, 2010-05-05 Write vibrant
scenes and essential summaries Show—don't tell. How many times have you heard this standard bit
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of writing advice? It's so common in writing courses and critiques that it has become a cliche.
Writers are often told to write scenes, dramatize, cut exposition, cut summary—but it's misguided
advice. The truth is good writing almost always requires both showing and telling. The trick is
finding the right balance of scene and summary—the two basic components of creative prose.
Showing and Telling shows you how to employ each of these essential techniques in the appropriate
places within a narrative. You'll learn how to: Write scenes and cut exposition Compress time and
summarize background information Create graceful transitions Effectively inject interpretation And
more! Complete with examples from bestsellers and interactive exercises, this comprehensive guide
offers an in-depth look at scene development, the role of reflection in storytelling, the art of
summarizing, and how to bring it all together.
  showing and telling in writing: Mentor Texts Lynne R. Dorfman, Rose Cappelli, 2007 Shows
teachers how to help students become confident, accomplished writers, using literature as their
foundation. The book is organised around the characteristics of good writing: focus, content,
organisation, style, and conventions.
  showing and telling in writing: The Slacker’s Guide to Humor Writing William Webb, Looking
for a side-splitting read that will have you laughing out loud at every turn of the page? Look no
further! Our latest humor book compilation takes you on a rollicking ride through the unpredictable
and hilarious world of comedic literature, where laughter is always just a paragraph away. With a
brilliant blend of wit, satire, and unadulterated hilarity, this book is the perfect antidote for those
moments when life takes itself too seriously. Dive into this extraordinary collection of carefully
curated gems, each designed to transport you to a world of belly laughs, chuckles, and grins.
Whether you're an avid reader of humor or just in need of a good giggle, this book offers something
for everyone. Some of the highlights of this uproarious tome include: • A fantastic variety of humor
styles, from slapstick to satire, and everything in between • Timeless classics and contemporary
masterpieces that have shaped the genre of comedic writing • Unique and unforgettable characters
that will stay with you long after you've turned the last page • Delightfully absurd situations that will
have you questioning reality (in the most amusing way, of course) So why wait? Grab your coziest
reading nook, make yourself comfortable, and embark on a laughter-filled adventure that will keep
you entertained from beginning to end. With our irresistible humor book, you'll never see the world
the same way again! Discover the power of laughter today and treat yourself to a healthy dose of
comedy with this unputdownable collection. This humor book is sure to be a hit with both new and
seasoned fans of the genre, making it the perfect gift for friends, family, or even yourself. Go on, you
deserve it! Remember: Laughter is the best medicine, and this book is just what the doctor ordered.
Start reading now and let the hilarity ensue!
  showing and telling in writing: Complete Creative Writing Course Chris Sykes, 2020-02-06
LEARN HOW TO WRITE CREATIVELY WITH THIS COMPREHENSIVE AND PRACTICAL COURSE.
The only comprehensive Creative Writing title on the market that goes beyond introducing the basic
genres to offering a complete journey along the writing path, including material on editing,
redrafting and polishing a piece of work. Featuring the unique Workshop exercises to encourage
readers to hone their work rather than just progressing through a number of exercises. Takes the
reader from complete beginner or committed amateur to the point you've completed, edited and
redrafted your work and are ready for publication. ABOUT THE SERIES The Teach Yourself Creative
Writing series helps aspiring authors tell their story. Covering a range of genres from science fiction
and romantic novels, to illustrated children's books and comedy, this series is packed with advice,
exercises and tips for unlocking creativity and improving your writing. And because we know how
daunting the blank page can be, we set up the Just Write online community at tyjustwrite, for
budding authors and successful writers to connect and share.
  showing and telling in writing: The Remedial Writing Teacher's Handbook Vicki L. Hackett,
Paul C. Dalmas, 1996 A comprehensive guide to help students develop basic writing cometencies
and to encourage them to continue writing for their own enjoyment and satisfaction.
  showing and telling in writing: Showing and Telling in Fiction , 2014 You've heard the



advice show, don't tell until you can't stand to hear it anymore. Yet fiction writers of all levels still
seem to struggle with it.There are three reasons for this. The first is that this isn't an absolute rule.
Telling isn't always wrong. The second is that we lack a clear way of understanding the difference
between showing and telling. The third is that we're told show, don't tell, but we're often left without
practical ways to know how and when to do that, and how and when not to. So that's what this book
is about.Chapter One defines showing and telling and explains why showing is normally
better.Chapter Two gives you eight practical ways to find telling that needs to be changed to
showing and guides you in understanding how to make those changes.Chapter Three explains how
telling can function as a useful first draft tool.Chapter Four goes in-depth on the seven situations
when telling might be the better choice than showing.Chapter Five provides you with practical
editing tips to help you take what you've learned to the pages of your current novel or short
story.Showing and Telling in Fiction also includes three appendices covering how to use The
Emotion Thesaurus, dissecting an example so you can see the concepts of showing vs. telling in
action, and explaining the closely related topic of As-You-Know-Bob Syndrome.Each book in the Busy
Writer's Guides series is intended to give you enough theory so that you can understand why things
work and why they don't, but also enough examples to see how that theory looks in practice. In
addition, they provide tips and exercises to help you take it to the pages of your own story with an
editor's-eye view. Most importantly, they cut the fluff so you have more time to write and to live your
life.
  showing and telling in writing: Writing Like Writers Kathryn L. Johnson, Pamela V.
Westkott, 2004 Build a classroom of excited, talented young writers. This wonderful teaching
resource offers a complete approach to creating a classroom of enthusiastic, skillful student writers.
The authors provide a comprehensive approach to teaching writing in the classroom. This book
offers the strategies teachers need to teach writing skills that meet national standards and produce
excellent results from children. Topics addressed in this guidebook include: creating the writing
classroom, teaching the writing process, teaching effective writing strategies, teaching elements of
story structure, teaching the advanced craft of writing, and using a writers' workshop to teach good
writing. Writing is a great differentiator. During the writers' workshop, each student is engaged in
meaningful ways. Pulling together morethan three decades of practical experience and research on
the best strategies for teaching writing, Writing Like Writersoffers a friendly, easy-to-use guide for
any teacher seeking to build a classroom of successful writers.
  showing and telling in writing: Strategies for Teaching Writing Roger Caswell, 2004
Writing is the vehicle for communication. In addition to promoting the need for good communication
skills, the teaching of the writing process provides opportunities for students to develop clear
thinking skills. Writing is also a developmental process that each student can successfully
experience at different levels when approached systematically. Based upon this premise, this Action
Tool presents the five stages of writing: prewrite, write, revise, edit, and publish in a manner that
allows writing to be taught as a process. Strategies for Teaching Writing: An ASCD Action Tool
makes writing in the classroom manageable. The tools provide a step-by-step approach to teaching
the writing process. The tools include complete how-to-use instructions, suggestions, classroom
examples and cross-curricular activities. Using the tools, teachers can grant students time to write,
to process their thoughts and develop a way to analyze their thinking using cognitive reasoning
instead of impromptu thought. The Action Tool also provide teachers with assessment strategies to
assess students participation and progress at each stage of the writing process.
  showing and telling in writing: Exemplars Graham Foster, Toni L. Marasco, 2007 Exemplars
show what rubrics tell about assessment criteria. When exemplars complement rubrics, a proven
tool for describing expectations, students are able to appreciate writing standards in a more
concrete way.--back cover.
  showing and telling in writing: 6 + 1 Traits of Writing Ruth Culham, 2003 Assessing and
teaching the most important qualities of good writing has never been easier.Ideas, Organization,
Voice, Word Choice, Sentence Fluency, Conventions, and Presentation. Look at good writing in any



genre, and you'll find these traits. Think of them as the fuel that stokes the engine of writing. With
this book, teachers will learn how to assess student work for these traits and plan instruction. And
they'll be amazed at how the writing in their classroom improves. Includes scoring guides, focus
lessons, and activities for teaching each trait. For use with Grades 3 & Up.;Assessing and teaching
the most important qualities of good writing has never been easier. ;The 6+1 Traits of Writing model
is used throughout the United States and the world. It has become a highly respected, essential tool
for evaluating student writing and planning instruction. Its primary author, Ruth Culham, is unit
manager for the assessment program at Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL) in
Portland, Oregon. As the recognized expert in 6+1 Traits of Writing model, she conducts workshops,
designs institutes, writes extensively on the topic. Prior to joining NWREL, Ruth was a classroom
teacher for 19 years.
  showing and telling in writing: Teaching Early Writing and Reading Together Connie
Campbell Dierking, 2007 The writing/reading connection means more than having your students
write under the influence of literature that they have read! Noted author and educator Connie
Campbell Dierking shows you how to develop a literacy-connected classroom, including using oral
storytelling to scaffold primary reading and writing. She supplies more than 50
mini-lessons--organized by their classroom function--to help you explicitly teach foundational literacy
skills during writer's workshop or whole-class and small-group reading instruction. Dierking
encourages you to make the most of the writing/reading connection by thinking about some basic
questions when you're crafting your literacy instruction: How can I connect the conversations in
reading and writing workshop? What can I learn about the readers in my classroom through their
writing? What can my students learn about reading through writing? How can I teach young writers
to support their readers? How can I teach readers how to use a writer's supports intentionally?
  showing and telling in writing: The Technology of the Novel Tony E. Jackson, 2009-06-29
2009 Outstanding Academic Title, Choice The connection between speech and writing in human
language has been a matter of philosophical debate since antiquity. By plumbing the depths of this
complex relationship, Tony E. Jackson explains how the technology of alphabetic writing has
determined the nature of the modern novel. Jackson’s analysis begins with the universal human act
of oral storytelling. While telling stories is fundamental to human experience, writing is not. Yet the
novel, perhaps more than any other literary form, depends on writing. In fact, as Jackson shows
quite clearly, it is writing rather than print that most shapes the forms and contents of the genre.
Through striking new readings of works by Austen, Mary Shelley, Dickens, Forster, Woolf, Lessing,
and McEwan, Jackson reveals how the phenomena of speech and storytelling interact with the
technological characteristics of writing. He also explains how those interactions induced the generic
changes in the novel from its eighteenth-century beginnings to postmodernism and beyond. His
claims, grounded in a contemporary understanding of human cognitive capacities and constraints,
offer a fresh interpretive approach to all written literature. An essential text in the study of the
written word, The Technology of the Novel provides new insights into the evolving nature of one of
the modern world's most popular narrative forms.
  showing and telling in writing: Best Practices in Writing Instruction, Third Edition
Steve Graham, Charles A. MacArthur, Michael A. Hebert, Michael Hebert, 2018-12-27 Well
established as a definitive text--and now revised and updated with eight new chapters--this book
translates cutting-edge research into effective guidelines for teaching writing in grades K–12.
Illustrated with vivid classroom examples, the book identifies the components of a complete,
high-quality writing program. Leading experts provide strategies for teaching narrative and
argumentative writing; using digital tools; helping students improve specific skills, from handwriting
and spelling to sentence construction; teaching evaluation and revision; connecting reading and
writing instruction; teaching vulnerable populations; using assessment to inform instruction; and
more. New to This Edition *Chapters on new topics: setting up the writing classroom and writing
from informational source material. *New chapters on core topics: narrative writing, handwriting
and spelling, planning, assessment, special-needs learners, and English learners. *Increased



attention to reading–writing connections and using digital tools. *Incorporates the latest research
and instructional procedures. See also Handbook of Writing Research, Second Edition, edited by
Charles A. MacArthur, Steve Graham, and Jill Fitzgerald, which provides a comprehensive overview
of writing research that informs good practice.
  showing and telling in writing: Creative Writing Colin Bulman, 2007 All writers are familiar
with terms like plot, suspense, conflict and character. They may be less familiar with intertextuality,
anachrony, and fabula, and they may be even less confident in achieving the effects these terms
refer to. This book defines fictional techniques and guides the potential writer in their use. It may
spark off ideas for stories and novels and provide first-aid for failing stories. A story's ending may
come as a surprise to the reader, suspense may have the reader on the edge of the seat, and conflict
may lead to unbearable excitement. It is the job of the writer to create these effects and this book
illustrates how it is done. The book is for students doing creative writing in higher education, at A
level, and it will be essential reading for anyone interested in writing fiction. Contents: Definitions of
over 200 terms and techniques to do with fiction writing How to achieve fictional effects Literary
examples of the techniques described Characteristics of genre as well as literary fiction Basic but
essential techniques such as writing dialogue and using figures of speech Definitions of major terms
used in publishing
  showing and telling in writing: Writing and Growing Timothy Horan, 2022-07-11 In this book,
Dr. Timothy Horan presents an original and highly effective writing program whose major goal is to
transform high school students into accomplished writers and mature young adults. This writing
program is innovative, rigorous, and engaging, and was designed with high school students in mind.
This volume contains a total of twenty original writing projects that represent creative (and
innovative) interpretations of Common Core Writing Standards. These projects focus on the worlds
of contemporary secondary students, exploring such topics as technology, literature, goals for the
future, and potential careers. Each assignment in this book is full and complete, and includes a
reproducible outline that presents the assignment to students in a simplified graphical format. As
students progress through this program, they will encounter engaging writing projects that foster
growth and anticipate the changes occurring in students’ lives during this time of development and
transition. It will also prepare students for the rigors of writing in college, career, and the unwritten
future that awaits all of them. Finally, Dr. Horan issues a call for every secondary school in the
United States to create and implement courses singularly devoted to the craft of writing—and this
book contains the curriculum for that course.
  showing and telling in writing: The St. Martin's Guide to Writing Short Edition with
2016 MLA Update Rise B. Axelrod, Charles R. Cooper, 2016-07-01
  showing and telling in writing: Writing Fiction Linda Anderson, Derek Neale, 2013-12-16
Writing Fiction offers the novice writer engaging and creative activities, making use of insightful,
relevant readings from well-known authors to illustrate the techniques presented. This volume
makes use of new versions of key chapters from the recent Routledge/Open University textbook
Creative Writing: A Workbook with Readings for writers who are specializing in fiction. Using their
experience and expertise as teachers as well as authors, Linda Anderson and Derek Neale guide
aspiring writers through such key aspects of writing as: how to stimulate creativity keeping a
writer’s notebook character creation setting point of view structure showing and telling. The volume
is further updated to include never-before published interviews with successful fiction writers
Andrew Cowan, Stevie Davies, Maggie Gee, Andrew Greig, and Hanif Kureishi. Concise and
practical, Writing Fiction offers an inspirational guide to the methods and techniques of authorship
and is a must-read for aspiring writers.
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