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Science of Reading Literacy Block: Unlocking Effective Reading Instruction

Science of reading literacy block has become a pivotal concept in modern education, especially as educators
strive to improve literacy outcomes for students. This approach is grounded in decades of cognitive and
linguistic research, offering a clear blueprint on how reading skills develop and how best to teach them. If
you’ve ever wondered why some reading programs work better than others or how to structure a literacy

block that truly supports every learner, understanding the science of reading literacy block is essential.

What Is the Science of Reading Literacy Block?

At its core, the science of reading literacy block refers to a structured, evidence-based approach to teaching
reading within a dedicated time frame during the school day. It integrates findings from disciplines like
cognitive psychology, neuroscience, linguistics, and education to create a comprehensive literacy
instruction model. The aim is to systematically develop foundational reading skills such as phonemic

awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension.

Unlike traditional literacy instruction that might be less systematic or heavily reliant on whole-language
approaches, the science of reading literacy block emphasizes explicit and intentional teaching methods.
These methods are designed to match how the brain naturally learns to read, ensuring that students not

only decode words effectively but also understand and engage with texts deeply.

Key Components of the Science of Reading Literacy Block

The literacy block typically spans 60 to 90 minutes and is divided into focused segments that address

different aspects of reading development. Here’s a closer look at the essential components:

1. Phonemic Awareness and Phonics

Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear and manipulate individual sounds in words, which is
foundational for learning to read. Phonics instruction builds on this by teaching the relationships between
sounds and letters. Within the literacy block, explicit phonics lessons help students decode new words and

build reading fluency.



2. Vocabulary Development

A strong vocabulary is critical for reading comprehension. The science of reading literacy block integrates
intentional vocabulary instruction through direct teaching of word meanings, context clues, and
morphological analysis (studying prefixes, suffixes, and root words). This ensures that students can access

and understand more complex texts as they progress.

3. Reading Fluency

Fluency is the ability to read smoothly and accurately with appropriate expression. Within the literacy
block, fluency practice often involves repeated reading of texts, guided oral reading, and modeling by the

teacher. These practices help bridge the gap between decoding and comprehension.

4. Comprehension Strategies

Understanding what is read is the ultimate goal of literacy instruction. The literacy block incorporates
explicit teaching of comprehension skills such as predicting, summarizing, questioning, and making

inferences. Students learn to interact with texts actively, which enhances retention and critical thinking.

Why Is the Science of Reading Literacy Block So Effective?

One reason this approach is gaining widespread adoption is because it aligns instruction with how the brain
processes written language. Neuroscience research has shown that reading involves multiple brain regions
working in harmony. When instruction targets these areas effectively—like the phonological processing

center and the visual word form area—students develop stronger decoding and comprehension skills.

Moreover, the science of reading literacy block provides a consistent framework that benefits all learners,
including those with reading difficulties like dyslexia. The explicit, systematic nature of instruction helps
close achievement gaps by ensuring no critical skill is left to chance or assumed to be picked up

incidentally.

Supporting Struggling Readers

Students who struggle with reading often require more intensive, explicit teaching of phonics and
phonemic awareness. The literacy block allows for differentiated instruction, where small groups or

individual students receive targeted support. This tailored approach, informed by ongoing assessment, helps



teachers address specific gaps in skills promptly.

Implementing a Science of Reading Literacy Block in the

Classroom

Transitioning to a literacy block grounded in the science of reading involves thoughtful planning and

professional development. Here are some practical tips for educators:

¢ Schedule Consistent Time: Dedicate a daily block of uninterrupted time for literacy instruction to

build routine and focus.

Use Structured Lesson Plans: Follow lesson plans that incorporate all key reading components,

ensuring systematic progression.

Incorporate Multisensory Activities: Use visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning strategies to

reinforce phonics and vocabulary.

Assess Regularly: Use formative assessments to monitor student progress and adjust instruction

accordingly.

Engage Families: Provide resources and strategies for parents to support reading practice at home.

Balancing Skill Development with Motivation

‘While the science of reading literacy block emphasizes skill acquisition, it’s equally important to keep
students motivated and excited about reading. Incorporating high-interest texts, offering choices in reading
materials, and celebrating progress can help cultivate a lifelong love of reading alongside strong

foundational skills.

Common Misconceptions About the Science of Reading Literacy
Block

Despite its evidence-based roots, some educators and parents have misconceptions about this approach. One

is that it’s too rigid or eliminates creativity in the classroom. In reality, the science of reading literacy block



provides a flexible framework that supports diverse teaching styles and student needs.

Another misconception is that phonics instruction is boring or only for early readers. However, phonics and
phonemic awareness activities can be dynamic and engaging, and they remain important even as students

tackle more complex texts.

The Future of Literacy Instruction with the Science of Reading

Literacy Block

As more school districts and educators embrace the science of reading literacy block, literacy instruction is
becoming more equitable and effective. The ongoing research continues to refine best practices, and

technology is playing an increasing role in personalized learning and assessment.

Teachers equipped with a deep understanding of the science of reading can better support students in
becoming confident, skilled readers. This not only improves academic outcomes but also opens doors to

lifelong learning and opportunity.

The journey of mastering reading is complex, but with the science of reading literacy block, educators have
a powerful tool to guide every student toward success. As classrooms evolve, this approach offers a

promising path to literacy for all.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'science of reading’ in the context of literacy blocks?

The 'science of reading' refers to a body of research from multiple disciplines that explains how individuals
learn to read and the most effective methods for teaching reading. In literacy blocks, it informs evidence-
based instructional strategies that support phonemic awareness, decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and

comprehension.

How does incorporating the science of reading improve literacy block

instruction?

Incorporating the science of reading into literacy blocks ensures that instruction is systematic, explicit, and
grounded in proven methods. This approach helps educators address the foundational skills necessary for

reading success, leading to improved student outcomes, especially for struggling readers.



What are the key components of a literacy block informed by the science

of reading?

A literacy block informed by the science of reading typically includes explicit instruction in phonological
awareness, phonics, fluency practice, vocabulary development, and reading comprehension strategies, all

delivered through structured and sequential lessons.

Why is explicit phonics instruction emphasized in the science of reading
literacy block?

Explicit phonics instruction is emphasized because research shows it helps students understand the
relationship between letters and sounds, which is essential for decoding words. This explicit teaching

supports the development of fluent reading skills and prevents reading difficulties.

How can teachers assess the effectiveness of their literacy block using the

science of reading principles?

Teachers can assess effectiveness by monitoring student progress through formative assessments targeting
phonemic awareness, decoding skills, fluency rates, vocabulary knowledge, and comprehension. Data-
driven instruction allows educators to adjust their teaching to meet students' individual needs based on

science-backed criteria.

Additional Resources

Science of Reading Literacy Block: An In-Depth Examination of Its Role in Education

science of reading literacy block has emerged as a pivotal concept in contemporary educational practice,
especially within early literacy instruction. As educators and policymakers strive to improve reading
outcomes, understanding how literacy blocks integrate with the science of reading principles has become
increasingly important. This article investigates the science of reading literacy block, examining its
theoretical underpinnings, practical applications, and implications for teaching strategies aimed at fostering

proficient readers.

Understanding the Science of Reading Literacy Block

The term "science of reading literacy block" refers to a structured, evidence-based instructional period
designed to deliver reading lessons grounded in the cognitive science of how reading skills develop. Unlike
traditional or ad hoc approaches, literacy blocks based on the science of reading emphasize systematic,

explicit instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. These



components are essential for building foundational reading skills and supporting students in becoming

competent, confident readers.

The literacy block typically consists of a dedicated, uninterrupted time frame within the school day, often
ranging from 60 to 90 minutes, during which students receive targeted reading instruction. This focused
period allows for differentiated teaching, ensuring that students with varying literacy levels receive
appropriate support. The science of reading literacy block is not merely about time allocation but how that

time is used to implement evidence-based practices.

Theoretical Foundations

The science of reading draws upon decades of research from cognitive psychology, neuroscience,
linguistics, and education. It reveals how the brain processes written language, highlighting the importance
of phonological processing and decoding skills in early reading development. The literacy block, therefore,

is designed to align teaching practices with these findings, ensuring instruction is intentional and effective.

One influential framework underpinning the science of reading literacy block is the Simple View of
Reading, which posits that reading comprehension results from the combination of decoding and language
comprehension skills. This dual focus necessitates that literacy blocks address both word recognition and

meaning-making to promote successful reading outcomes.

Key Components of a Science of Reading Literacy Block

Implementing a literacy block grounded in the science of reading involves several critical components that

work synergistically to enhance literacy acquisition.

Phonemic Awareness and Phonics

Phonemic awareness, the ability to identify and manipulate individual sounds in spoken words, is
foundational to decoding. Within the literacy block, explicit phonemic awareness activities precede phonics
instruction, which teaches the relationships between letters and sounds. Systematic phonics instruction is a
hallmark of the science of reading approach and is prioritized in the literacy block to develop automaticity

in word recognition.

Fluency Development



Fluency—the ability to read text accurately, quickly, and with proper expression—is another focus of the
literacy block. Fluency bridges decoding and comprehension, enabling readers to allocate cognitive
resources to understanding the text rather than decoding individual words. Strategies such as guided oral

reading and repeated reading are often integrated into the block to build fluency.

Vocabulary and Language Comprehension

Vocabulary instruction within the literacy block focuses on teaching word meanings explicitly, with
attention to both breadth and depth of vocabulary knowledge. Language comprehension strategies,
including inferencing, summarizing, and predicting, are also embedded to support students’ understanding

of complex texts.

Reading Comprehension

The ultimate goal of the literacy block is to cultivate strong reading comprehension skills. Comprehension
instruction involves teaching students how to actively engage with texts, monitor understanding, and
employ metacognitive strategies. The science of reading literacy block ensures these are taught

systematically, not assumed to develop naturally.

Benefits and Challenges of Implementing a Science of Reading

Literacy Block

The adoption of the science of reading literacy block offers several advantages but also presents challenges

for educators and schools.

Advantages

¢ Evidence-Based Instruction: Aligning literacy blocks with the science of reading ensures that
teaching methods are grounded in robust research, increasing the likelihood of improved reading

outcomes.

¢ Focused and Structured Time: Dedicated literacy blocks create an environment conducive to focused

instruction, minimizing disruptions and maximizing learning time.

¢ Differentiation: The block format allows teachers to tailor instruction based on individual student



needs, providing targeted support for struggling readers.

e Comprehensive Coverage: Integrating all key components of reading within the block fosters

balanced literacy development.

Challenges

Teacher Training: Effective implementation demands extensive professional development to equip

educators with the knowledge and skills necessary to deliver science of reading instruction.

Time Constraints: Allocating sufficient uninterrupted time for literacy blocks can be difficult within

packed school schedules.

Resource Availability: Access to quality instructional materials aligned with the science of reading is

essential but not always readily available.

Resistance to Change: Transitioning from traditional literacy approaches to a science-based model may

meet resistance among staff accustomed to established methods.

Comparing Science of Reading Literacy Blocks with Traditional

Literacy Instruction

Traditional literacy instruction often emphasizes exposure to literature and student choice without
necessarily providing systematic phonics or decoding instruction. In contrast, the science of reading literacy

block is characterized by explicit, sequential teaching of foundational skills.

Research comparing these approaches indicates that students receiving literacy instruction grounded in the
science of reading demonstrate higher gains in decoding accuracy and reading comprehension, particularly
among early learners and those at risk for reading difficulties. This evidence supports the nationwide push

toward literacy blocks that incorporate science-based methodologies.

Impact on Diverse Learners



The structured nature of the science of reading literacy block is especially beneficial for students with
dyslexia, English language learners, and others who may struggle with traditional literacy instruction. By
breaking down reading into manageable, teachable components, the literacy block provides a scaffolded

learning path that accommodates diverse learning profiles.

Implementing an Effective Science of Reading Literacy Block:

Practical Considerations

Schools aiming to implement a science of reading literacy block must consider several practical factors to

ensure success.

1. Assessment and Data-Driven Instruction: Regular progress monitoring helps tailor instruction within

the block to meet student needs effectively.

2. Collaborative Planning: Teachers and literacy coaches should work together to design lesson plans

that incorporate all essential reading components.

3. Professional Development: Ongoing training is vital to maintain fidelity to science of reading

practices and adapt to emerging research findings.

4. Parental Engagement: Involving families in understanding the literacy block approach can reinforce

learning beyond the classroom.

Integrating technology can also enhance the literacy block by providing interactive and adaptive learning

experiences aligned with science of reading principles.

As the educational landscape evolves, the science of reading literacy block remains a focal point for research,
policy, and practice aimed at ensuring all students acquire the critical skill of reading. Its emphasis on
structured, evidence-based instruction represents a significant shift toward closing literacy gaps and

promoting lifelong learning.

Science Of Reading Literacy Block

science of reading literacy block: The Lit Six Nancy Akhavan, 2025-11-18 Combine
research-backed literacy instruction with classroom routines that help students find reading success
As schools embrace the science of reading, implementing evidence-based literacy practices is a
must! Yet it can be challenging for busy teachers to know exactly how to put research-based
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approaches and strategies to work in the classroom. In The Lit Six: What Every Teacher Needs to
Build an Evidence-Based Literacy Block, author Nancy Akhavan provides a framework that equips
educators with the tools and strategies to build an effective, research-backed literacy block that
engages students and fosters skilled readers and writers.The book shows teachers how to integrate
six essential daily elements for their literacy block: (1) read alouds; (2) shared reading; (3) small
group instruction; (4) writing; (5) language (including vocabulary and morphology); and (6)
phonemic awareness, phonics, and word work. Designed to address the practical challenges
teachers face in aligning teaching practices with the latest science of reading research, this book
provides actionable solutions to common questions like What should I teach first?and How do I
effectively organize my literacy block? The Lit Six blends evidence-based daily reading instruction
with student-centered approaches to help every learner thrive. Written in Nancy Akhavan’s
signature straightforward and teacher-friendly style, this book offers A Comprehensive Model:
Discover how to integrate six essential components of a successful literacy block into your lessons.
Practical Tools for Teachers: Access scaffolds, decision trees, graphic organizers, and detailed
guides to jump-start implementation. Flexibility in Application: Learn how to apply research-driven
practices that create the foundation for great literacy teaching and can be used alongside mandated
curriculums to help you meet the needs of all learners in your classroom. Data-Driven Tips: Discover
how to use classroom data to refine instruction and maximize student progress. Rooted in decades of
classroom experience and informed by the latest literacy research, this book is your guide to
seamlessly blending the art and science of teaching. With The Lit Six, educators can design dynamic
literacy blocks that not not align with the research but also respond to the unique needs of their
students and foster literacy for all.

science of reading literacy block: 100 Minutes Lisa Donohue, 2012 100 Minutes is a
comprehensive look at literacy and learning that includes reading, writing, oral communication, and
digital literacy. It shows teachers how to fit balanced literacy into a 100-minute literacy block using
a framework of whole-class and guided small group instruction, writing sessions, and independent
work. By chunking a literacy block into three distinct sections, this practical resource argues that it
is possible to provide opportunities for students to engage in all aspects of literacy, have voice and
choice in their learning, capitalize on their strengths, identify areas for growth, and set personal
learning goals.

science of reading literacy block: Teaching Literacy in the Visible Learning Classroom,
Grades K-5 Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, John Hattie, 2017-01-20 It could happen at 10:10 a.m. in the
midst of interactive writing, at 2:30, when listening to readers, or even after class, when planning a
lesson. The question arises: How do I influence students’ learning-what’s going to generate that
light bulb Aha-moment of understanding? In this sequel to their megawatt best seller Visible
Learning for Literacy, Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey, and John Hattie help you answer that question by
sharing structures and tools for effective literacy instruction that have high-impact on learning—and
insights on which stage of learning they have that high impact. With their expert lessons, video clips,
and online resources, you can deliver sustained, comprehensive experiences in phonics, guided
reading, interactive writing, content-area discussions—in virtually all you teach: Mobilizing Visible
Learning: Use lesson design strategies based on research that included 500 million plus students to
develop self-regulating learners able to see the purpose of what they are learning—and their own
progress. Teacher Clarity: Articulate daily learning intentions, success criteria, and other goals;
understand what your learners understand, and design high-potency experiences for all students.
Direct Instruction: Embrace modeling and scaffolding as a critical pathway for students to learn new
skills and concepts. Teacher-Led Dialogic Instruction: Guide reading, writing, and thinking by using
questioning and other teacher-led discussion techniques to help learners to clarify thinking, disagree
respectfully, and reach consensus. Student-Led Dialogic Learning: Foster cognitive growth with
peer-mediated learning —reciprocal teaching, QAR, fish bowl, and more. Independent Learning:
Ensure that students deepen learning by designing relevant tasks that enable them to think
metacognitively, set goals, and develop self-regulatory skills. Tools to Use to Determine Literacy



Impact: Know what your impact truly is with these research-based formative assessments for K-5
learners. With Teaching Literacy in the Visible Learning Classroom, take your students from surface
to deep to transfer learning. It’s all about using the most effective practices—and knowing WHEN
those practices are best leveraged to maximize student learning.

science of reading literacy block: Handbook on the Science of Early Literacy Sonia Q.
Cabell, Susan B. Neuman, Nicole Patton Terry, 2024-04-25 Synthesizing the best current knowledge
about early literacy, this comprehensive handbook brings together leading researchers from
multiple disciplines. The volume identifies the instructional methods and areas of focus shown to be
most effective for promoting young children's (PreK-2) growth in reading, writing, oral language,
and the connections among them. In 33 chapters, the Handbook covers conceptual foundations;
development and instruction of both code- and meaning-related literacy skills; professional
development and family engagement; supporting equity across populations; and learning beyond
traditional boundaries, including digital and out-of-school contexts. Highlighted throughout are
issues around access to high-quality instruction, working with multilingual populations, and
data-based decision making and interventions.

science of reading literacy block: Re-envisioning the Literacy Block Diana Sisson, Betsy
Sisson, 2015-08-27 How do you ensure you're using literacy instruction effectively to meet the needs
of all of your students? In this book from Diana and Betsy Sisson, you’ll learn an innovative approach
to using the literacy block in a gradual release model that allows you to provide grade-appropriate
teaching as well as meaningful, individualized instruction to close the academic gaps of struggling
learners and offer accelerated experiences for advanced students. What’s Inside -Part I of the book
lays out the authors’ framework for the Core Block. -Part II explains how to use the re-envisioned
block to integrate the core components of word study, vocabulary development, strategic reading
instruction, writers’ craft, and expanded reading opportunities,, -Part III reveals how to use
differentiation, project-based learning, and assessment to prepare students for new literacy
demands. ‘The appendix provides literacy block schedules, tools for phonics development and
morphology study, and correlations to the Common Core. Each chapter includes practical tools and
examples, as well as In Action boxes show how the ideas look in an authentic classroom.

science of reading literacy block: Teaching Disciplinary Literacy in Grades K-6 Sarah Lupo,
Christine Hardigree, Emma Thacker, Amanda Sawyer, Joi Merritt, 2021-09-06 Accessible and
engaging, this text provides a comprehensive framework and practical strategies for infusing
content-area instruction in math, social studies, and science into literacy instruction for grades K-6.
Throughout ten clear thematic chapters, the authors introduce an innovative Content-Driven
Integration (CDI) model and a roadmap to apply it in the classroom. Each chapter provides
invaluable tools and techniques for pre-service classroom teachers to create a quality integrated
thematic unit from start to finish. Features include Chapter Previews, Anticipation Guides, Questions
to Ponder, Teacher Spotlights, Now You Try it sections, and more. Using authentic examples to
highlight actual challenges and teacher experiences, this text illustrates what integrating
high-quality, rich content-infused literacy looks like in the real world. Celebrating student diversity,
this book discusses how to meet a wide variety of students’ needs, with a focus on English Language
Learners, culturally and linguistically diverse students, and students with reading and writing
difficulties. A thorough guide to disciplinary integration, this book is an essential text for courses on
disciplinary literacy, elementary/primary literacy, and English Language Arts (ELA) methods, and is
ideal for pre-service and in-service ELA and literacy teachers, as well as consultants, literacy
scholars, and curriculum specialists.

science of reading literacy block: Expanding Reading Comprehension in Grades 3-6
Katherine A. Dougherty Stahl, Georgia Earnest Garcia, 2022-03-25 Students in grades 3-6 need to
use increasingly sophisticated comprehension skills and strategies as they read and build knowledge
across disciplinary content areas. Grounded in research, this book presents effective practices for
integrating literacy instruction with literature, science, and social studies. Chapters address text
selection, vocabulary development, strategy instruction, discussion formats, writing to express and



expand comprehension, assessment, and more. Ways to meet the needs of emergent bilingual and
culturally diverse students are highlighted throughout. Ideal for preservice and inservice teachers
and professional staff development, the book includes classroom vignettes, text boxes with
easy-to-read instructional procedures, and curriculum resources. Helpful reproducible forms can be
downloaded and printed in a convenient 8 1/2 x 11 size. See also the authors' related book on the
primary grades: Developing Reading Comprehension: Effective Instruction for All Students in
PreK-2.

science of reading literacy block: "It's Being Done" Karen Chenoweth, 2007-04-01 2007
Notable Education Book, American School Board Journal This straightforward and inspiring book
takes readers into schools where educators believe—and prove—that all children, even those
considered “hard-to-teach,” can learn to high standards. Their teachers and principals refuse to
write them off and instead show how thoughtful instruction, high expectations, stubborn
commitment, and careful consideration of each child’s needs can result in remarkable improvements
in student achievement.

science of reading literacy block: This Is Balanced Literacy, Grades K-6 Douglas Fisher,
Nancy Frey, Nancy Akhavan, 2019-08-26 This is Balanced Literacy: Grades K-6 Students learn to
read and write best when their teachers balance literacy instruction. But how do you strike the right
balance of skills and knowledge, reading and writing, small and whole group instruction, and direct
and dialogic instruction, so that all students can learn to their maximum potential? The answer lies
in the intentional design of learning activities, purposeful selection of instructional materials,
evidence-based teaching methods, and in strategic groupings of students based on assessment data.
Together, these create the perfect balance of high impact learning experiences that engage and
excite learners. In this hands-on essential guide, best-selling authors Douglas Fisher, Nancy Frey,
and Nancy Akhavan help you define that balance for your students, lighting the path to
implementing balanced literacy in your classroom. Their plan empowers you to integrate
evidence-based approaches that include: ¢ Instructional materials comprised of both informational
and narrative texts. * The best uses of instructional delivery modes, including direct and dialogic
instruction. ¢ Grouping patterns that work best to accomplish learning aims for different learners at
different stages. ¢ Instruction in foundational skills and meaning making, including oral language,
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing. * Technology used
as a tool for increasing learning of a specific literary process. All the tips and tools you need to
realize the goal of balanced literacy learning are included, with classroom videos that show
strategies in action. Tap your intuition, collaborate with your peers, and put the research-based
strategies embedded in this roadmap to work in your classroom to implement or deepen a strong,
successful balanced literacy program. Grow as a reading and writing teacher while leading your
students to grow as readers and writers.

science of reading literacy block: Making Time for It All Kristi Cooper, 2025-06-11
Teaching literacy often feels like a balancing act between best practices and instructional time. This
book offers a practical solution for creating a research-based literacy program that is responsive,
manageable, and meets the needs of diverse students.. It provides a clear structure for whole-class
lessons, small groups, and independent practice in reading, writing, and word work, allowing
teachers to maximize instructional time while incorporating existing practices. With concrete
strategies, “low-floor high-ceiling” activities, and real-life examples, this book helps teachers reach
every learner, build a literacy-rich environment, and feel confident that they are making time for it
all.

science of reading literacy block: Research in Early Childhood Science Education Kathy
Cabe Trundle, Mesut Sackes, 2015-04-15 This book emphasizes the significance of teaching science
in early childhood classrooms, reviews the research on what young children are likely to know about
science and provides key points on effectively teaching science to young children. Science
education, an integral part of national and state standards for early childhood classrooms,
encompasses not only content-based instruction but also process skills, creativity, experimentation



and problem-solving. By introducing science in developmentally appropriate ways, we can support
young children’s sensory explorations of their world and provide them with foundational knowledge
and skills for lifelong science learning, as well as an appreciation of nature. This book emphasizes
the significance of teaching science in early childhood classrooms, reviews the research on what
young children are likely to know about science, and provides key points on effectively teaching
young children science. Common research methods used in the reviewed studies are identified,
methodological concerns are discussed and methodological and theoretical advances are suggested.

science of reading literacy block: Literacy Triangle LeAnn Nickelson, Melissa Dickson,
2022-06-28 Accelerate learning with high-impact strategies. Beginning and veteran teachers alike
will find insights and practices they can use immediately. The authors dovetail their proven
instructional process of chunk, chew, check, change with before-, during-, and after-reading
strategies in this must-have guide for powerful literacy instruction. No matter what content area you
teach, this book will help you develop the strategic reader in every student. K-8 teachers who are
interested in high-impact teaching strategies will: Learn how to incorporate the literacy triangle's
three points—reading, discussing, and writing—into instruction for any subject Cut through the
conflict caused by the reading wars and gain clarity on the science behind effective, well-rounded
literacy instruction Help students enjoy reading, gain comprehension, and build reading stamina Get
differentiation ideas for scaffolding and enriching each strategy using best practices in literacy
instruction Discover how to engage students in opportunities for making meaning, choosing texts,
and leading discussions Understand how setting a student's purpose for reading can encourage
focus, engagement, deeper conversations, and a motivation to keep reading with literacy strategies
Contents: Introduction Part 1: Planning for Quality Literacy Instruction Chapter 1: Teaching Literacy
Effectively Chapter 2: Choosing the Right Text Chapter 3: Using the Literacy Triangle to Drastically
Improve Literacy Part 2: Implementing Quality Literacy Instruction Chapter 4: Preparing for
Success--Before Reading Chapter 5: Staying Focused on the Goal--During Reading Chapter 6:
Consolidating With Discussion and Writing--After Reading Chapter 7: Bringing It All Together
Conclusion References and Resources Index

science of reading literacy block: Teaching to Complexity: A Framework to Evaluate
Literary and Content-Area Texts Cappiello, Mary Ann, 2017-03-01 As an important tool for
instruction and text selection, Teaching to Text Complexity helps teachers learn to evaluate
children's and young adult literature and informational text for quality and complexity to support
rigorous literacy and content learning. In addition, this timely resource explores how instructional
purpose shapes not only the kinds of curricular texts used, but also considers their complexity
relative to readers. By offering a framework for text selection, this book helps teachers more deeply
understand text complexity in today's standards as well as its importance when building and using
text sets in the classroom and reading for different purposes.

science of reading literacy block: Your Curriculum Companion: Libby Woodfin, Suzanne
Nathan Plaut, 2021-02-01 This essential guide to the EL Education K-5 Language Arts Curriculum is
one part roadmap to the curriculum, one part orientation to its instructional practices, and one part
coach--to answer your questions, relieve your stress, and put you and your students on the path to
success. Your Curriculum Companion explores the foundations of the curriculum, including the
principles and research it was built on and the instructional practices that make it unique. The book
is designed to help you look under the hood at practices embedded throughout the curriculum so
that you can sharpen your instruction, support students to be leaders of their own learning, and
make well-informed changes necessary to best meet your students' needs. Key features of Your
Curriculum Companion include: Twenty-seven accompanying videos--see the curriculum in action
Task cards for guidance on how to plan when the planning has been done for you The why, what,
and how of the K-2 Reading Foundations Skills Block A deep dive into the purpose and structure of
close reading and close read-alouds, including two sample annotated lessons. An exploration of the
relationship between reading and writing and how the curriculum is designed to help students
become strong communicators, including an annotated read-think-talk-write lesson. Detailed



descriptions of the ways in which English language learners and other students who may need
additional support are challenged, engaged, and empowered throughout the curriculum. Guidance
for turning evidence of student progress into usable data that can inform your instruction. Support
for school leaders

science of reading literacy block: Powerful Thinking Adrienne Gear, 2024-03-18 An inspiring
book to help teachers shift their beliefs and “stretch” their thinking around reading comprehension,
literacy instruction, and content-area learning. Using the key concepts and strategies introduced in
her ground-breaking book, Reading Power, Adrienne Gear shows teachers practical ways to create a
“culture of thinking” that can be integrated into all areas of learning. Using knowledge-rich texts as
tools, Adrienne shares how read-alouds can be used in content areas to support literacy skills and
build knowledge. This timely book offers classroom-tested lessons and anchor books to create a
content-rich learning environment that helps strengthen student learning and knowledge-building.

science of reading literacy block: Children's Literature in the Classroom Diane M. Barone,
2011-03-08 Many reading programs today overlook an essential component of literacy
instruction—helping children develop an enduring love of reading. This authoritative and accessible
guide provides a wealth of ideas for incorporating high-quality children's books of all kinds into K-6
classrooms. Numerous practical strategies are presented for engaging students with picturebooks,
fiction, nonfiction, and nontraditional texts. Lively descriptions of recommended books and activities
are interspersed with invaluable tips for fitting authentic reading experiences into the busy school
day. Every chapter concludes with reflection questions and suggestions for further reading. The
volume also features reproducible worksheets and forms.

science of reading literacy block: Teaching Off Trail Peter Dargatz, 2021-12-14 Teaching Off
Trail describes the transformation of Peter Dargatz, a national board-certified teacher, and public
school coordinator, from an anxious assessor to a fair and fun facilitator of learning. It shares his
personal professional journey detailing his evolution as an educator while simultaneously offering
strategies for readers to implement Peter's unique teaching philosophy to increase opportunities for
play, creative expression, and personalization in both the indoor and outdoor classroom. In his own
classroom, Peter brought learning outside by creating a nature kindergarten program that
emphasizes community partnerships, service learning, and meaningful and memorable experiences
in the outdoors. Teaching Off Trail aims to inspire educators, administrators, and parents across all
levels to turn their outrage for today’s educational system into outreach that promotes passionate
and purposeful problem-solving. He incorporates techniques often seen in private educational
settings like Reggio and Montessori—student-centered, self-directed experiential approaches to
learning) and shows how they work within a public school system.

science of reading literacy block: Building Blocks Gene 1. Maeroff, 2025-09-23 A student's
entire journey along the educational spectrum is affected by what occurs—and, crucially, by what
does not occur—before the age of eight or nine. Yet early learning has never received the attention it
deserves and needs. In his latest book, education expert Gene Maeroff takes a hard look at early
learning and the primary grades of schooling. Building Blocks offers a concrete and groundbreaking
strategy for improving early education. Filled with colorful descriptions and anecdotes from
Maeroff's visits to schools around the country, Building Blocks creates a rich portrait of education in
America, ranging from math lessons imported from Singapore in Massachusetts to serious but joyful
kindergartens in California. He speaks of the need for schools to prepare for the burgeoning
enrollment of youngsters from immigrant families and for all children to acquire the habits and
dispositions that will make them committed and productive students. Maeroff issues a call to action
for policy makers and parents alike.

science of reading literacy block: How to Reach and Teach All Children Through Balanced
Literacy Sandra F. Rief, Julie A. Heimburge, 2007-08-17 How to Reach and Teach All Children
Through Balanced Literacy offers you a handbook for teaching literacy to diverse students in grades
3-8. The balanced literacy method combines the best practices of phonics and other skill-based
language instruction with the holistic, literature-based approach in order to help you teach reading,




writing, and speaking in a clear and approachable format. This dynamic resource offers an easily
accessible research-based approach to balanced literacy that is grounded in the innovative ideas
developed by authors Sandra F. Rief and Julie A. Heimburge. The book includes detailed descriptions
of what a balanced literacy classroom looks like and shows how to create a program from the ground
up or give your existing program a boost. The book can be used across content areas and is filled
with reproducible worksheets, activities, and other handy classroom tools. Some topics covered
include: Shared book experiences Reading aloud Oral language and vocabulary development Guided
reading for comprehension Modeled writing Reading and writing conferences Book clubs Content
area reading and writing Ongoing assessments Enhancing literacy through technology

science of reading literacy block: Education for Upward Mobility Michael J. Petrilli,
2015-12-08 This book seeks answers to a fundamental question, perhaps one of the most important
questions in America today: How can we help children born into poverty transcend their
disadvantages and enter the middle class as adults? And in particular, what role can our schools
play? There’s little doubt that education and opportunity are tightly joined in the twenty-first-century
economy. Almost every week brings a new study demonstrating that highly skilled workers are being
rewarded with stronger pay and excellent working conditions, while Americans with few skills are
struggling mightily. Expanding educational achievement, then, appears to be a clear route to
expanding economic opportunity. Yet much of our public discourse ends there. Of course more
young Americans need better education in order to succeed. But what kind of education? Is the goal
“college for all”? What do we mean by “college”? Do our young people mostly need a strong
foundation in academics? What about so-called “non-cognitive” skills? Should technical education
make a comeback? Education for Upward Mobility provides fresh perspectives and concrete ideas
for policymakers at every level of government; for leaders and policy analysts in education reform
organizations in the states and in Washington; for philanthropists and membership associations; and
for local superintendents and school board members. It combines the latest research evidence on
relevant topics with in-depth explorations of promising practices on the ground, in real places,
achieving real successes.
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