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Romantic Period in British Literature: Exploring the Heart of an Era

romantic period in british literature stands as one of the most fascinating
and transformative epochs in literary history. Spanning roughly from the late
18th century to the mid-19th century, this era reshaped how writers
approached themes of nature, emotion, individualism, and imagination. The
romantic period marked a departure from the rigid constraints of
Enlightenment rationalism and neoclassical formality, inviting readers into a
world where passion, creativity, and the sublime held center stage.

If you've ever wondered what defines this vibrant literary movement or why
its influence still echoes today, this article will take you on an engaging
journey through its key characteristics, notable authors, and enduring
impact.

Understanding the Romantic Period in British
Literature

The romantic period in British literature emerged against a backdrop of
profound social, political, and cultural change. Industrialization was
transforming cities and economies, while revolutions in America and France
questioned old hierarchies and inspired new ideals of liberty and equality.
In response, romantic writers sought to reconnect with nature, explore human
emotion, and celebrate the imagination as a source of truth.

Key Characteristics of Romantic Literature

At its core, romantic literature is characterized by several defining traits
that distinguish it from preceding literary movements:

e Emphasis on Emotion and Individualism: Romantic writers valued personal
feeling and subjective experience over detached reason. They believed
that true understanding comes from emotional depth and introspection.

» Celebration of Nature: Nature was not merely a backdrop but a living,
spiritual force that inspired awe and reflection. Many romantic poems
and novels explore the beauty, power, and mystery of the natural world.

e Imagination and Creativity: The imagination was seen as a divine faculty
that allowed writers to transcend mundane reality and access higher
truths.



e Interest in the Supernatural and the Exotic: Romantic literature often
delved into gothic themes, folklore, and distant lands to evoke mystery
and wonder.

e Focus on the Common Man and Folk Culture: Unlike earlier literature that
centered on aristocratic subjects, Romantic authors celebrated the
lives, speech, and traditions of ordinary people.

These elements combined to create works that feel deeply personal, evocative,
and often revolutionary.

Prominent Figures of the Romantic Period in
British Literature

No discussion of the romantic period in British literature would be complete
without mentioning the towering figures who defined the movement. Their works
continue to be studied, admired, and loved worldwide.

William Wordsworth

Often considered the father of English Romanticism, Wordsworth’s poetry
emphasized the spiritual and moral benefits of nature. His landmark
collection, "Lyrical Ballads" (1798), co-written with Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, marked a turning point in English poetry by using everyday
language and exploring ordinary subjects through an emotional lens. His
famous poem "Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey" beautifully
exemplifies his reverence for the natural world.

Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Coleridge’s contributions to the romantic period in British literature
include not only poetry but also critical theory. Known for his imaginative
works like "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner" and "Kubla Khan," he explored
supernatural and mystical themes with vivid imagery. Coleridge’s ideas on the
creative power of the mind deeply influenced the movement’s emphasis on
imagination.

Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and John Keats

This trio of poets, often called the later Romantics, brought passion,
rebellion, and lyricism to the movement:



e Lord Byron: Known for his charismatic and sometimes scandalous persona,
Byron’s poetry, including "Don Juan" and "Childe Harold’'s Pilgrimage,"
blends adventure with deep emotional complexity.

e Percy Bysshe Shelley: Shelley'’s radical political views and visionary
poetry, such as "Ode to the West Wind," championed freedom and
transformation.

e John Keats: Celebrated for his sensuous imagery and exploration of
beauty, mortality, and art, Keats’ odes remain some of the most beloved
poems in English literature.

Their works pushed the boundaries of poetic form and content, enriching the
romantic ethos.

Thematic Explorations in Romantic Literature

What made the romantic period in British literature so compelling was its
willingness to explore complex emotions and ideas in fresh, unorthodox ways.

Nature as a Spiritual Refuge

Romantic poets often portrayed nature as a sanctuary from industrialization
and urban corruption. It was a source of inspiration and moral clarity,
embodying the sublime — the awe-inspiring and sometimes terrifying grandeur
of the world. This theme encouraged readers to reconnect with the environment
on a deeper level.

The Power of the Individual

Romantic literature celebrated the heroism of the individual, often someone
who stands apart from society. This could be a brooding outsider, a visionary
artist, or a figure grappling with existential questions. The emphasis on
self-expression and personal freedom reflected broader cultural shifts toward
democracy and human rights.

Imagination and the Supernatural

Many romantic works explored dreams, visions, and the supernatural, blurring
the lines between reality and fantasy. This fascination with the mysterious



allowed writers to probe the unconscious mind and challenge conventional
perceptions.

Romanticism’s Impact on British Literature and
Beyond

The romantic period in British literature not only transformed poetry and
prose during its time but also left a lasting legacy that continues to
influence writers and artists today.

Innovation in Literary Form and Style

Romantic writers broke away from strict neoclassical forms, embracing more
flexible and expressive styles. Their use of simple language, first-person
narration, and lyrical verse opened new possibilities for storytelling and
emotional resonance.

Inspiration for Later Movements

The ideals of romanticism paved the way for Victorian literature, symbolist
poetry, and even modernist experimentation. Its focus on the individual and
the imagination remains central to many contemporary literary works.

Cultural Reflections and Environmental Awareness

Romantic literature’s deep engagement with nature anticipated modern
environmental consciousness. Today, readers often return to romantic texts
for their celebration of the natural world and critique of industrial
society.

Tips for Reading Romantic Literature

If you’'re new to the romantic period in British literature, here are some
tips to enhance your reading experience:

e Read with an Open Mind: Allow yourself to feel the emotions and immerse
in the imagery rather than just analyzing structure or logic.

e Explore Historical Context: Understanding the political and social



changes of the late 18th and early 19th centuries can deepen your
appreciation of the themes.

e Compare Different Poets: Notice how Wordsworth’s calm reverence
contrasts with Byron’s passionate intensity or Keats'’s lush sensuality.

e Listen to Recitations: Romantic poetry often gains power when heard
aloud, revealing rhythms and sounds that enhance meaning.

Engaging with these texts actively can reveal why the romantic period in
British literature remains so beloved.

The romantic period in British literature invites readers into a world where
emotion, nature, and imagination reign supreme. Its poets and novelists
challenged conventions, celebrated individual creativity, and crafted works
that still resonate with the human spirit’s longing for beauty and meaning.
Whether you’re drawn to Wordsworth’s tranquil landscapes or Shelley’s fiery
ideals, diving into Romantic literature offers a rich and rewarding journey
through one of literature’s most inspiring eras.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Romantic period in British literature?

The Romantic period in British literature refers to an artistic, literary,
and intellectual movement that originated in the late 18th century and peaked
during the early 19th century, characterized by an emphasis on emotion,
nature, individualism, and imagination.

Who are the major poets of the Romantic period in
British literature?

Major poets of the Romantic period include William Wordsworth, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and John Keats.

What themes are commonly explored in Romantic
literature?

Common themes in Romantic literature include the celebration of nature, the
importance of emotion and imagination over reason, individualism, the
sublime, and a critique of industrialization and urbanization.

How did the Romantic period differ from the



Enlightenment in British literature?

While the Enlightenment emphasized reason, logic, and scientific thought, the
Romantic period focused on emotion, intuition, nature, and the individual's
subjective experience.

What role did nature play in Romantic literature?

Nature was central to Romantic literature, often depicted as a source of
inspiration, spiritual renewal, and a contrast to the artificiality of urban
life and industrial society.

Can you name some important prose writers from the
Romantic period?

Important prose writers of the Romantic period include Mary Shelley, known
for "Frankenstein," and Sir Walter Scott, famous for his historical novels.

How did political and social events influence the
Romantic period in British literature?

Political and social events like the French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars,
and the Industrial Revolution deeply influenced Romantic literature,
inspiring themes of freedom, revolution, social justice, and a response to
industrialization's impact on society.

Additional Resources

Romantic Period in British Literature: An In-Depth Exploration

romantic period in british literature represents a pivotal era that reshaped
the cultural and artistic landscape of Britain between the late 18th and
early 19th centuries. This transformative epoch is characterized by an
emphasis on emotion, individualism, and a profound connection to nature,
marking a departure from the rationalism and structured forms of the
Enlightenment. As a literary movement, it not only redefined poetic and
narrative expression but also reflected broader societal shifts during a time
of political upheaval, industrialization, and philosophical inquiry.

The Historical and Cultural Context of the
Romantic Period in British Literature

Understanding the romantic period in british literature necessitates a
contextual examination of the social, political, and intellectual currents of
the late 1700s and early 1800s. The era coincided with significant events



such as the French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars, and the onset of the
Industrial Revolution. These upheavals inspired writers to explore themes of
freedom, nature, and the sublime, often as a reaction against mechanization
and urbanization.

The romantic writers sought to champion the individual spirit and emotional
depth, contrasting with the preceding neoclassical emphasis on order,
decorum, and reason. This shift was also influenced by philosophical
movements like German Idealism and the writings of Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
which advocated for the intrinsic value of emotion and imagination.

Defining Characteristics of Romantic Literature

At its core, the romantic period in british literature is distinguished by
several defining features:

e Emphasis on Emotion and Imagination: Romantic literature privileges
feelings and creative intuition over rational thought, often portraying
intense subjective experiences.

e Nature as a Central Theme: Nature is frequently idealized and depicted
as a source of spiritual renewal, beauty, and truth, reflecting a deep
ecological sensitivity absent in earlier periods.

e Celebration of the Individual: The romantic hero is often a solitary
figure, imbued with heightened sensitivity and a quest for self-
understanding.

e Interest in the Supernatural and the Exotic: Romantic works sometimes
incorporate gothic elements, folklore, and distant or mysterious
settings to evoke wonder and terror.

* Focus on the Past and Medievalism: Romantic writers often looked back to
medieval times for inspiration, valuing the mystery and perceived purity
of earlier ages.

These characteristics collectively underscore the romantic period in british
literature as a rebellion against prevailing norms and an exploration of new
aesthetic and philosophical possibilities.

Key Figures and Works of the Romantic Period

The romantic period in british literature is marked by the contributions of
several iconic poets and novelists whose works have endured as cornerstones



of English literature.

William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge

Wordsworth and Coleridge are often credited with launching the romantic
movement through their collaborative publication, *Lyrical Ballads* (1798).
Wordsworth’s poetry, such as "Tintern Abbey," exemplifies the romantic ideal
of nature as a moral and spiritual force, while his focus on ordinary life
and language democratized poetic expression. Coleridge’s contributions,
including "The Rime of the Ancient Mariner," introduced supernatural and
gothic elements, expanding the thematic range of romantic poetry.

Lord Byron, Percy Bysshe Shelley, and John Keats

These later romantics further diversified the movement’s concerns. Byron’s
works, including *Childe Harold’'s Pilgrimage*, exhibit the archetype of the
brooding, rebellious hero. Shelley’s radical political views and lyrical
poetry, such as "Ode to the West Wind," reflect the era’s revolutionary
spirit. Keats’s rich imagery and exploration of beauty and mortality, evident
in poems like "Ode on a Grecian Urn," highlight the romantic fascination with
art and transience.

Novelists of the Romantic Era

While poetry dominates discussions of the romantic period in british
literature, novelists like Mary Shelley also made significant contributions.
Mary Shelley’s *Frankenstein* (1818) melds gothic horror with romantic themes
of creation, ambition, and the limits of human knowledge. Similarly, the
Bronté sisters, though slightly later, carry forward romantic ideals in their
passionate and psychological novels.

The Impact and Legacy of the Romantic Period in
British Literature

The romantic period in british literature had a profound and lasting impact,
influencing not only literature but also art, music, and philosophy. Its
emphasis on emotion and individualism laid the groundwork for later movements
such as Victorian literature and modernism. Furthermore, the romantic
valorization of nature has resonated through environmental thought and
ecocriticism in contemporary literary studies.

However, the movement is not without critique. Some scholars argue that the



romantic focus on the solitary genius can overshadow collective social issues
or perpetuate elitist notions of creativity. Additionally, the idealization
of nature sometimes glosses over the harsher realities of rural life.

Despite these critiques, the romantic period remains a vital area of study
for understanding the evolution of literary expression and cultural values in
Britain. Its rich interplay of emotion, politics, and aesthetics continues to
inspire readers and writers worldwide.

Romanticism Compared to Other Literary Periods

When juxtaposed with the Enlightenment, the romantic period in british
literature reveals a stark contrast in worldview. The Enlightenment’s
prioritization of reason and scientific progress gave way to romanticism’s
celebration of mystery and subjective experience. Compared to the Victorian
era that followed, romantic literature is generally more idealistic and less
socially prescriptive.

This comparison highlights the romantic period’s unique position as a bridge
between classical traditions and modern sensibilities, reflecting a society
in flux and grappling with profound change.

The romantic period in british literature, with its complex interweaving of
historical context, innovative themes, and enduring works, remains an
essential chapter in the story of English letters. Its exploration of human
emotion and the natural world continues to captivate and challenge
contemporary audiences, affirming its place in the literary canon.

Romantic Period In British Literature

romantic period in british literature: Literature of the Romantic Period Michael O'Neill,
1998 This book provides a selective, critical guide to the best and the typical in scholarship and
criticism directed towards literature of the Romantic period, circa 1780-1830. It includes chapters
on the most studied poets of the period: Blake, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, Keats, and
Clare. It also contains separate chapters on the fiction (and other writings) of Scott, and the novels
of Austen, Mary Shelley, and Peacock. Reflecting recent changes in understanding of the period,
there are also chapters on women poets, political prose, essayists, and a range of male poets
including Burns, Cowper, and Crabbe. A separate chapter is devoted to women novelists of the
period. An introduction surveys general studies of the period and evaluates contributions to debate
about the nature of the Romantic. All chapters include a list of references at their ends. Throughout,
the impact of literary theory and recent editorial work is taken into account. The book will prove an
invaluable resource to students, academics, teachers, and general readers.

romantic period in british literature: English Literature Collin Booker, 2019-04-19 Both the
frame and substance of writing today owes much to the advancements that occurred in England
between the Restoration and Romantic periods. The development of the novel set off the formation
of new sorts and went with an ascent in education all through the nation. This volume looks at the
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English essayists who helped shape the social, political, and religious atmosphere of the age, and
drenches understudies in the historical backdrop of accounts that keep on enchanting groups of
onlookers today. This is a noteworthy and clear review of eighteenth-century scholarly life, giving a
genuine feeling of the many-sided quality of the age and of the social and scholarly atmosphere in
which innovative writing thrived. It thinks about a portion of the overwhelming topics of the period,
contending against such marks as 'Augustan Age', 'Time of Enlightenment' and 'Time of Reason’,
which have been joined to the eighteenth-century by commentators and students of history. This
book is a piece of the Tredition Classics arrangement.

romantic period in british literature: Spain in British Romanticism Diego Saglia, Ian
Haywood, 2017-12-27 This collection of thirteen specially commissioned essays by international
scholars takes a fresh look at the profound impact of the Peninsular War on Romantic British
literature and culture. The expertly authored chapters explore the valorization of Spain by
nineteenth-century poets such as Lord Byron, William Wordsworth, Robert Southey, S.T. Coleridge,
the Shelleys, and Felicia Hemans in contrast to the Enlightenment-era view of Spain as a backwards
nation in decline. Topics discussed include the vision of Spain in Gothic fiction, Spanish experiences
of exile as exemplified by the conflict between Valentin de Llanos and Joseph Blanco White, and
British women writers' approach to peninsular fiction. Spain in British Romanticism: 1800-1840 is
essential reading for scholars and enthusiasts of Romantic literature and Spanish history.

romantic period in british literature: Romanticism and the Letter Madeleine Callaghan,
Anthony Howe, 2020-01-29 Romanticism and the Letter is a collection of essays that explore various
aspects of letter writing in the Romantic period of British Literature. Although the correspondence
of the Romantics constitutes a major literary achievement in its own right, it has received relatively
little critical attention. Essays focus on the letters of major poets, including Wordsworth, Byron,
Shelley and Keats; novelists and prose writers, including Jane Austen, Leigh Hunt and Charles
Lamb; and lesser-known writers such as Melesina Trench and Mary Leadbeater. Moving from
theories of letter writing, through the period’s diverse epistolary culture, to essays on individual
writers, the collection opens new perspectives for students and scholars of the Romantic period.

romantic period in british literature: The Age of Romantic Literature Harry Blamires, 1990

romantic period in british literature: English Romantic Poetry Harold Bloom, Sterling
Professor of Humanities Harold Bloom, Henry W, Albert A Berg, 2009 Examines the Romantic period
in poetry that includes the works of Byron, Shelley, Keats and others.

romantic period in british literature: English Fiction of the Romantic Period, 1789-1830
Gary Kelly, 1989 English Fiction of the Romantic Period 1789-1830 is the first comprehensive
historical survey of fiction from that period for many decades. It combines a clear awareness of the
period's social history with recent developments in literary criticism, theory and history, and
explains the astounding variety of forms in Romantic fiction in terms of the various cultural, political,
social, regional and gender conflicts of the time. It provides a broad-ranging survey from the major
authors and works through to the sub-genres of the period. Jan Austin and Sir Alter Scott are
discussed alongside the Gothic Romance, political and feminist fiction, social satire and regional,
rural and historical novels. It also provides a comparison of the methods of distribution and
marketing and the availability of books then and now; examines cheap popular fiction and children's
fiction, and considers the recent debate about the place of prose fiction in a Romantic literature
hitherto dominated by poetry.

romantic period in british literature: The Cambridge Companion to British Romantic
Poetry Maureen N. McLane, 2008-09-04 More than any other period of British literature,
Romanticism is strongly identified with a single genre. Romantic poetry has been one of the most
enduring, best loved, most widely read and most frequently studied genres for two centuries and
remains no less so today. This Companion offers a comprehensive overview and interpretation of the
poetry of the period in its literary and historical contexts. The essays consider its metrical, formal,
and linguistic features; its relation to history; its influence on other genres; its reflections of empire
and nationalism, both within and outside the British Isles; and the various implications of oral



transmission and the rapid expansion of print culture and mass readership. Attention is given to the
work of less well-known or recently rediscovered authors, alongside the achievements of some of the
greatest poets in the English language: Wordsworth, Coleridge, Blake, Scott, Burns, Keats, Shelley,
Byron and Clare.

romantic period in british literature: Romantic Period Writings 1798-1832: An
Anthology Ian Haywood, Zachary Leader, 2005-11-01 Romantic Period Writings 1798-1832
provides a valuable insight into the condition of Britain in the early part of the nineteenth century. It
includes original documents from a range of disciplines and discourses. Each section includes a
scholarly introduction, select bibliography, and annotations. Among the material assembled in the
anthology are writings by previously neglected or under-represented women, working-class men,
black radicals, and conservative and evangelical polemicists, as well as several unfamiliar texts by
canonical writers. The writings are organised into sections on: * Radical Journalism * Political
Economy * Atheism * Nation and State * Race and Empire * Gender * Literary Institutions.

romantic period in british literature: British Romanticism in Asia Alex Watson, Laurence
Williams, 2019-02-15 This book examines the reception of British Romanticism in India and East Asia
(including China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan). Building on recent scholarship on “Global
Romanticism”, it develops a reciprocal, cross-cultural model of scholarship, in which “Asian
Romanticism” is recognized as itself an important part of the Romantic literary tradition. It explores
the connections between canonical British Romantic authors (including Austen, Blake, Byron,
Shelley, and Wordsworth) and prominent Asian writers (including Natsume Soseki, Rabindranath
Tagore, and Xu Zhimo). The essays also challenge Eurocentric assumptions about reception and
periodization, exploring how, since the early nineteenth century, British Romanticism has been
creatively adapted and transformed by Asian writers.

romantic period in british literature: British Romanticism and Italian Literature Laura
Bandiera, Diego Saglia, 2005 Covers comparative literature; English literature; Italian literature in
the 18th and 19th centuries.

romantic period in british literature: An Oxford Companion to the Romantic Age Iain
McCalman, 2001 The Romantic period in British culture was an era of extraordinarily diverse and
original achievements in literature and the arts, accomplished in a time of great political and social
upheaval. This book is the first major interdisciplinary reference guide to provide a broad cultural
and historical perspective which presents the aesthetic achievements of great literary figures like
Wordsworth and Coleridge, their followers and opponents, alongside their counterparts in the field
of art, music, design, science, and the history of ideas, within a comprehensive picture of the period.
[lustrated throughout.

romantic period in british literature: The Broadview Anthology of British Literature Volume
4: The Age of Romanticism - Second Edition Joseph Black, Leonard Conolly, Kate Flint, Isobel
Grundy, Don LePan, Roy Liuzza, Jerome J. McGann, Anne Lake Prescott, Barry V. Qualls, Claire
Waters, 2010-07-23 In all six of its volumes The Broadview Anthology of British Literature presents
British literature in a truly distinctive light. Fully grounded in sound literary and historical
scholarship, the anthology takes a fresh approach to many canonical authors, and includes a wide
selection of work by lesser-known writers. The anthology also provides wide-ranging coverage of the
worldwide connections of British literature, and it pays attention throughout to issues of race,
gender, class, and sexual orientation. It includes comprehensive introductions to each period,
providing in each case an overview of the historical and cultural as well as the literary background.
It features accessible and engaging headnotes for all authors, extensive explanatory annotations,
and an unparalleled number of illustrations and contextual materials. Innovative, authoritative and
comprehensive, The Broadview Anthology of British Literature has established itself as a leader in
the field. The full anthology comprises six bound volumes, together with an extensive website
component; the latter has been edited, annotated, and designed according to the same high
standards as the bound book component of the anthology, and is accessible by using the passcode
obtained with the purchase of one or more of the bound volumes. The second edition of volume 4:



The Age of Romanticism includes James Hogg, Matthew Gregory Lewis, and John Polidori as well as
new selections by Mary Shelley, Sir Walter Scott, Maria Edgeworth, Anna Laetitia Barbauld, and
Percy Shelley. The new edition also includes two new sections of contextual materials. New to the
bound book is “The Natural, The Human, The Supernatural, and the Sublime”—a section that
includes not only a good selection of material from writers such as Edmund Burke and artists such
as J.M.W. Turner but also material that may be less well known on topics such as changing human
attitudes towards non-animals. New to the website is a wide-ranging selection of contextual
materials on the Industrial Revolution, entitled “Steam Power and the Machine Age”. Additional
highlights of this volume include: Jane Austen’s Lady Susan, a lesser-known but wonderfully
readable epistolary short novel; “A Hymn to Na'ra’yena” by Sir William Jones; and, in an exception
to the anthology’s general policy of including works in their entirety, Mary Shelley is represented by
the last two chapters of The Last Man and by a selection of letters.

romantic period in british literature: The Broadview Anthology of British Literature Volume
4: The Age of Romanticism - Third Edition Joseph Black, Leonard Conolly, Kate Flint, Isobel Grundy,
Don LePan, Roy Liuzza, Jerome J. McGann, Anne Lake Prescott, Barry V. Qualls, Claire Waters,
2017-12-30 In all six of its volumes The Broadview Anthology of British Literature presents British
literature in a truly distinctive light. Fully grounded in sound literary and historical scholarship, the
anthology takes a fresh approach to many canonical authors, and includes a wide selection of work
by lesser-known writers. The anthology also provides wide-ranging coverage of the worldwide
connections of British literature, and it pays attention throughout to matters such as race, gender,
class, and sexual orientation. The full anthology comprises six bound volumes, together with an
extensive website component; the latter is accessible by using the passcode obtained with the
purchase of one or more of the bound volumes. A two-volume Concise Edition and a one-volume
Compact Edition are also available.

romantic period in british literature: Romanticism and Childhood Ann Wierda Rowland,
2012-05-24 How and why childhood became so important to such a wide range of Romantic writers
has long been one of the central questions of literary historical studies. Ann Wierda Rowland
discovers new answers to this question in the rise of a vernacular literary tradition. In the Romantic
period the child came fully into its own as the object of increasing social concern and cultural
investment; at the same time, modern literary culture consolidated itself along vernacular, national
lines. Romanticism and Childhood is the first study to examine the intersections of these historical
developments and the first study to demonstrate that a rhetoric of infancy and childhood - the
metaphors, images, figures and phrases repeatedly used to represent and conceptualize childhood -
enabled Romantic writers to construct a national literary history and culture capable of embracing a
wider range of literary forms.

romantic period in british literature: British Women Writers of the Romantic Period Mary
Waters, 2008-12-11 This timely anthology offers a broad selection of critical texts - introductions,
prefaces, periodical essays, literary reviews - written by women of the Romantic era. The collection
offers fuel for some of the most topical debates in British Romantic period studies including
professionalism, nationalism and the literary canon.

romantic period in british literature: English Literature Advancing Through History 5 - The
Romantic Period Petru Golban, 2024-11-26 It appears that literary work possesses eternal temporal
validity due to its autonomous aesthetic value, whereas criticism provides points of view having
temporary and transitory significance. Despite such claims, the vector of methodology in our series
of books, dealing with the history of English literature, relies on Viktor Shklovsky, T. S. Eliot, Mikhail
Bakhtin, and especially Yuri Tynyanov, whose main reasoning would be that literature is a system of
dominant, central and peripheral, marginalized elements - to us, “tradition” (centre) versus
“innovation” (margin) engaged in a “battle” for supremacy, demarginalization, and the right to form
a new literary system - and the development or historical advancement of literature is the
substitution of systems. Roman Jakobson and French structuralism, on the whole, later Linda
Hutcheon, with her “system” and “constant”, and Bran Nicol with the “dominant”, to say nothing



about Itamar Even-Zohar and his theory of polysystem, to a certain extent Julia Kristeva, and even
Homi Bhabha - as well as our humble contribution, we would like to believe - maintain Tynyanov’s
line of thinking and concepts alive, which have developed and emerged nowadays more like a kind of
“neo-formalism”. Focusing on literary practice, applying critical theory and emerging from within
our own teaching experience, the books in the present series are theoretical and surveyistic, like a
monograph, whereas their more practical and text-oriented aspect should appeal as a student
handbook for didactic purposes, in which certain literary works belonging to various writers of
different trends, movements, and periods are analysed and compared with regard to their source,
form, thematic arrangements, ideas, motifs, character representation strategies, intertextual
perspectives, structural or narrative techniques, and other aspects.

romantic period in british literature: The Reading Nation in the Romantic Period
William St Clair, 2004-07-08 Publisher Description

romantic period in british literature: British Romantic Literature Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2023-06-23 Examines Romantic poets and their revolutionary literary ideals.

romantic period in british literature: Romantic Complexity Jack Stillinger, 2008-12 A
critical look at three fundamental Romantic poets from a leading scholar of British romanticism
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