
big history project homeschool
Big History Project Homeschool: A Unique Approach to Learning

big history project homeschool offers an innovative and interdisciplinary
approach to education that many homeschooling families are embracing today.
Big History is not your typical history course; it weaves together science,
history, geography, and philosophy to tell the story of the universe from the
Big Bang to the present. For homeschoolers seeking a comprehensive, engaging,
and thought-provoking curriculum, the Big History Project can be a game-
changer.

What Is the Big History Project?

The Big History Project (BHP) is an educational initiative designed to teach
history on a grand scale, connecting events and concepts across time and
disciplines. Developed by historians and scientists, it challenges students
to think critically about the origins of the universe, the development of
life, human societies, and our future. Unlike traditional history lessons
that focus solely on human events, Big History embraces a cosmic perspective,
helping learners see the bigger picture.

Originally created for classroom settings, the Big History Project offers
free online resources that homeschoolers can easily adapt to their unique
schedules and learning styles. The curriculum is rich with videos, readings,
interactive tools, and assessments that encourage students to explore complex
ideas in an accessible way.

Why Choose Big History Project for
Homeschooling?

Homeschooling families often look for curricula that not only cover
educational standards but also inspire curiosity and independent thinking.
The Big History Project homeschool option fits this bill perfectly.

An Interdisciplinary Learning Experience

One of the standout features of the Big History Project is its
interdisciplinary nature. It combines astronomy, biology, chemistry,
anthropology, and history, giving students a holistic understanding of how
the universe and human civilization evolved. This approach aligns well with
the homeschool philosophy of personalized, integrative learning.



Encourages Critical Thinking and Inquiry

Rather than memorizing dates and facts, students engage with “thresholds” –
key moments in history that represent major shifts, such as the formation of
stars or the Agricultural Revolution. These thresholds serve as focal points
for inquiry, prompting students to analyze cause and effect, evaluate
sources, and develop their own perspectives.

Flexible and Self-Paced

Big History Project homeschool resources are designed for flexibility.
Whether your child is a visual learner who benefits from documentaries and
infographics or prefers reading and writing assignments, the curriculum
accommodates different learning styles. The self-paced structure is ideal for
homeschoolers who want to customize their schedules or dive deeper into
topics of interest.

How to Implement the Big History Project in
Your Homeschool

Getting started with the Big History Project in a homeschool environment is
straightforward and rewarding. Here are some tips to help you integrate it
effectively into your teaching plan.

Set Clear Learning Goals

Begin by outlining what you want your student to achieve. The Big History
Project covers a wide range of material, so establishing goals helps keep
learning focused. For example, you might aim for your child to understand the
scientific principles behind the Big Bang or to grasp the impact of human
innovation on the environment.

Use the Official Big History Project Platform

The Big History Project website offers a wealth of free resources, including
lesson plans, videos, quizzes, and teacher guides. Signing up for an account
allows you to track progress and access supplementary materials. This
platform is a treasure trove for homeschoolers seeking structured yet
flexible content.



Incorporate Hands-On Activities and Projects

To deepen understanding, try supplementing the BHP content with hands-on
projects. For example, students can create timelines that link cosmic events
to human history, build models of the solar system, or conduct simple
experiments that illustrate scientific concepts. These activities make
learning tangible and memorable.

Encourage Discussion and Reflection

Big History naturally raises big questions about existence, humanity’s role,
and the future. Use these opportunities to foster discussions that develop
your child’s critical thinking and communication skills. Journaling or essay
assignments can also help students process and articulate their insights.

Benefits of Big History Project Homeschool for
Students

Choosing the Big History Project for homeschooling offers numerous advantages
beyond content knowledge.

Develops a Global Perspective: Students learn to see history and science
as interconnected stories that cross cultural and disciplinary
boundaries.

Prepares for Higher Education: The critical thinking and analytical
skills cultivated through Big History align well with college-level
expectations.

Engages Multiple Learning Styles: Visual, auditory, and kinesthetic
learners alike find materials suited to their preferences.

Builds Research Skills: Students practice evaluating sources and
synthesizing information from diverse fields.

Fosters Curiosity and Wonder: The cosmic scale of the curriculum
inspires awe and motivates lifelong learning.

Resources and Support for Big History Project



Homeschoolers

One of the strengths of using the Big History Project in homeschooling is the
abundance of resources available to support both parents and students.

Online Course Materials

The official Big History Project website is the primary hub for course
materials. It features multimedia lessons, interactive timelines, and
assessments free of charge. This accessibility is ideal for families on a
budget or those looking for a comprehensive digital curriculum.

Community and Forums

Many homeschooling groups and online forums discuss Big History Project
homeschool experiences. Joining these communities can provide valuable
advice, lesson ideas, and moral support. Platforms like Facebook, Reddit, and
homeschooling blogs often host discussions centered around BHP.

Supplemental Books and Documentaries

To enrich your child’s learning, consider adding books like David Christian’s
"Maps of Time," which inspired the Big History movement, or exploring
documentaries that cover cosmic and human history. These materials deepen
understanding and provide diverse perspectives.

Local Museums and Science Centers

If possible, visiting museums or science centers can bring Big History
concepts to life. Exhibits on astronomy, geology, anthropology, and natural
history complement the curriculum and offer interactive learning
opportunities.

Customizing Big History Project to Fit Your
Homeschool Style

Every homeschooling family has its unique rhythm and preferences. One of the
best things about the Big History Project is its adaptability.



Adjusting the Pace and Depth

Whether your child needs more time to grasp complex scientific ideas or wants
to delve deeper into a particular threshold, you can tailor the curriculum
accordingly. The modular nature of the Big History Project allows you to
spend extra weeks exploring topics like the rise of agriculture or the
Industrial Revolution.

Integrating Other Subjects

Big History naturally integrates science and history, but you can also weave
in literature, art, and writing. For example, studying the Enlightenment era
can be paired with reading classic literature or exploring art history. This
interdisciplinary approach enriches the homeschooling experience.

Project-Based Learning

Encouraging your child to undertake independent projects based on Big History
themes can foster creativity and ownership of learning. Whether it’s a
research paper, a multimedia presentation, or a creative artwork depicting a
historical threshold, projects make learning active and fun.

Exploring the universe's story through the Big History Project in a
homeschool setting opens doors to deep understanding and lasting inspiration.
By connecting the dots between science, history, and humanity, this
curriculum nurtures not just knowledge but a sense of wonder about our place
in the cosmos. For families seeking a meaningful and expansive educational
journey, big history project homeschool is a pathway worth considering.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Big History Project and how is it
suitable for homeschooling?
The Big History Project is an interdisciplinary course that explores history
from the Big Bang to the present, integrating science, history, and
humanities. It is suitable for homeschooling because it offers a
comprehensive, engaging curriculum with free online resources, adaptable
lesson plans, and interactive content that supports self-paced and guided
learning.



Are the Big History Project materials free for
homeschoolers?
Yes, the Big History Project provides free access to its full curriculum,
including videos, readings, assessments, and teacher guides, making it an
affordable and accessible option for homeschooling families.

How can homeschooling parents effectively use the
Big History Project curriculum?
Homeschooling parents can use the Big History Project by following the
structured units online, supplementing lessons with additional resources or
discussions, and utilizing the provided assessments to track progress. The
curriculum's flexibility allows parents to tailor pacing and depth according
to their child's needs.

What age or grade levels is the Big History Project
designed for in homeschooling?
The Big History Project is primarily designed for high school students,
typically grades 9-12, but its interdisciplinary approach and adaptable
materials can be modified to suit advanced middle school students or
motivated learners in homeschooling environments.

Can the Big History Project be used to meet
homeschool state curriculum requirements?
Yes, the Big History Project covers a wide range of standards in history,
science, and critical thinking, which can help homeschooling families meet
state curriculum requirements. Parents should review their specific state
guidelines to ensure alignment and supplement as needed.

Additional Resources
Big History Project Homeschool: An In-Depth Review of a Comprehensive
Interdisciplinary Curriculum

big history project homeschool has emerged as a compelling option for
families seeking a rigorous, interdisciplinary approach to education that
transcends traditional history teaching. Designed to weave together the
cosmic, biological, and human narratives, the Big History Project (BHP)
offers homeschoolers a unique curriculum that situates human history within
the vast context of the universe’s 13.8-billion-year timeline. As
homeschooling continues to grow in popularity, understanding the strengths,
challenges, and practical applications of the Big History Project in a
homeschool environment is crucial for parents and educators aiming to provide
a holistic and engaging learning experience.



Understanding the Big History Project in the
Homeschool Context

The Big History Project originated as a collaboration between renowned
historian David Christian and educational organizations, aiming to create a
cohesive narrative that connects multiple disciplines such as astronomy,
geology, biology, anthropology, and history. For homeschool families, the
appeal lies in the curriculum’s integrated approach, which aligns well with
the multidisciplinary nature of many homeschool programs.

Unlike conventional history curricula that focus narrowly on human events,
the Big History Project homeschool curriculum expands the scope to include
fundamental scientific concepts and universal patterns, encouraging critical
thinking and synthesis across fields. This breadth makes it suitable for
students who thrive in environments that emphasize conceptual frameworks
rather than rote memorization.

Core Features of the Big History Project Homeschool
Curriculum

The Big History Project’s homeschool curriculum is structured around
“thresholds”—key transformative moments in the history of the universe. These
thresholds include the Big Bang, the formation of stars and planets, the
emergence of life, human evolution, and the development of agriculture and
civilizations.

Key features include:

Interdisciplinary Content: Integrates science, history, and humanities
to provide a comprehensive worldview.

Skill Development: Emphasizes critical thinking, argument construction,
and synthesis of complex ideas.

Accessible Format: Online modules, videos, quizzes, and projects
designed for self-paced learning.

Teacher and Parent Resources: Detailed guides, lesson plans, and
assessment tools to support homeschooling families.

Free Access: The core curriculum is available at no cost, making it an
affordable option for many families.

These features collectively make the Big History Project homeschool



curriculum a robust alternative to traditional history courses, especially
for students interested in science and big-picture thinking.

Comparing Big History Project to Traditional
Homeschool History Curricula

When evaluating the Big History Project homeschool curriculum alongside
traditional history offerings, several distinctions become apparent. Most
conventional history programs tend to focus on chronological events within
specific regions or nations, emphasizing memorization of dates, figures, and
political narratives. In contrast, BHP prioritizes thematic understanding and
conceptual connections.

In terms of depth and scope, Big History offers a macrocosmic perspective
that can complement or replace standard world history courses. However, it
may require supplementation with more localized or detailed history studies,
depending on the student’s grade level and academic goals.

From an instructional standpoint, BHP’s reliance on online content and
multimedia may appeal to tech-savvy homeschoolers but could pose challenges
for families preferring textbook-based or hands-on learning styles.
Additionally, while the curriculum is designed for high school students, its
intellectual demands may necessitate parental involvement or adaptation for
younger learners.

Benefits of Using Big History Project in
Homeschooling

The integration of interdisciplinary content supports a more connected
understanding of knowledge, which is increasingly valued in higher education
and modern workplaces. Students using the Big History Project homeschool
curriculum often report enhanced abilities in analytical thinking and cross-
disciplinary reasoning.

Moreover, the accessibility of the curriculum makes it an inclusive choice
for varying socioeconomic backgrounds. The free online platform reduces
financial barriers, while the modular design allows families to tailor pacing
and depth.

Another significant advantage is the curriculum’s alignment with many
educational standards, including Common Core and Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS), facilitating credit transfer and recognition for homeschool
transcripts.



Potential Challenges and Considerations

Despite its strengths, the Big History Project homeschool curriculum presents
certain limitations. The broad scope may overwhelm some students,
particularly those who prefer more focused or detailed content. Parents new
to homeschooling or without a strong background in science or history might
find the curriculum’s interdisciplinary nature challenging to facilitate.

Additionally, the online delivery model depends on reliable internet access
and digital literacy, which may not be feasible for all families. The
curriculum’s emphasis on self-guided learning requires a degree of student
motivation and independence that may necessitate additional parental support.

Some critics also point out that while Big History offers a sweeping
narrative, it might gloss over cultural nuances and diverse perspectives that
are essential for comprehensive historical understanding. Therefore,
supplementing with diverse resources and viewpoints is advisable.

Implementing the Big History Project in a
Homeschool Setting

Successful integration of the Big History Project into a homeschool
curriculum involves strategic planning and resource management. Parents
should consider the student’s learning style, existing knowledge base, and
interests when deciding how to approach the material.

Tips for Homeschoolers Using the Big History Project

Customize the Pace: Allow flexibility in completing modules to match the1.
student’s comprehension speed.

Supplement with Additional Resources: Use books, documentaries, and2.
primary sources to enrich understanding.

Engage in Discussions: Facilitate conversations around big ideas to3.
deepen critical thinking.

Incorporate Hands-On Projects: Encourage experiments or creative4.
assignments related to thresholds.

Track Progress: Utilize the curriculum’s assessments and maintain5.
records for homeschool portfolios.



By adopting these strategies, homeschool families can maximize the
educational benefits of the Big History Project while addressing its
challenges.

Community and Support for Big History Homeschoolers

A growing number of homeschool groups and online forums are dedicated to the
Big History Project, providing peer support, lesson plan exchanges, and
collaborative opportunities. Engaging with these communities can enhance
motivation and offer practical insights.

Moreover, some local co-ops have integrated BHP into group learning sessions,
blending the advantages of homeschool flexibility with social interaction.
Parents can also access webinars and workshops hosted by the Big History
Project team, which offer guidance and updates on curriculum developments.

Conclusion: The Place of Big History Project in
Modern Homeschooling

As homeschooling evolves to embrace innovative and interdisciplinary
curricula, the Big History Project stands out as a transformative educational
tool. Its comprehensive scope challenges students to think beyond
conventional boundaries and fosters a deep appreciation for the
interconnectedness of knowledge. While it may not replace all traditional
history study, it serves as a valuable framework that can invigorate a
homeschooler’s academic journey.

Families considering the Big History Project homeschool curriculum should
weigh its benefits against their unique educational needs and resources. When
implemented thoughtfully, it offers an enriching, thought-provoking pathway
through history and science that aligns well with the aspirations of
contemporary homeschool education.
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