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What the World Needs Now Burt Bacharach: A Timeless Anthem of Love and Hope

what the world needs now burt bacharach is more than just a phrase; it’s a reminder wrapped in
melody and lyrics that continues to resonate decades after its debut. This iconic song, penned by the
legendary Burt Bacharach and lyricist Hal David, captures an enduring message of love, unity, and
peace—qualities that feel as urgent today as when the song first touched the airwaves in the 1960s.
Whether you’re a longtime fan or discovering the track for the first time, understanding the
significance of “What the World Needs Now” offers a fascinating glimpse into music’s power to
inspire change.

The Origins of “What the World Needs Now”

Burt Bacharach’s collaboration with Hal David produced some of the most memorable songs of the
20th century, and “What the World Needs Now Is Love” stands out as a hallmark of their
partnership. Released in 1965 and performed by Jackie DeShannon, the song was written during a
turbulent time in American history, marked by social upheavals and the Vietnam War. Its simple yet
profound message called for love as the antidote to division and conflict.

The Creative Genius Behind the Song

Burt Bacharach’s signature style combined sophisticated melodies with unexpected chord
progressions, creating a sound that was both accessible and complex. His ability to blend pop
sensibilities with jazz and classical influences gave his music a timeless quality. Paired with Hal
David’s heartfelt and poetic lyrics, “What the World Needs Now” became an anthem that
transcended generations.

Why the Song Struck a Chord

The song’s appeal lies in its universal message. At a time when hatred and fear seemed to dominate
news headlines, the call for love was both hopeful and healing. Its gentle rhythm and warm melody
invite listeners to reflect on their own capacity for kindness and empathy. This emotional connection
helped the song achieve widespread success and remain relevant even today.

The Enduring Legacy of Burt Bacharach’s Music

Burt Bacharach’s influence on popular music is immense, with hundreds of songs covered by
countless artists worldwide. “What the World Needs Now” is a shining example of his ability to
create music that not only entertains but also uplifts and unites.



Impact on Contemporary Music

Many modern musicians cite Bacharach’s work as an inspiration for their songwriting. The melodic
richness and lyrical depth found in his compositions have influenced genres ranging from pop and
soul to jazz and R&B. The timeless quality of “What the World Needs Now” continues to inspire
covers and reinterpretations, keeping the song alive in public consciousness.

Music as a Force for Social Change

Bacharach’s songs often carried messages of hope and understanding, making them powerful tools
during times of social change. “What the World Needs Now” has been used in numerous campaigns
and events promoting peace, compassion, and equality. It reminds us of music’s unique ability to
bridge divides and foster a sense of shared humanity.

Exploring the Lyrics and Musical Composition

At its core, “What the World Needs Now” is a masterclass in songwriting. The lyrics are
straightforward yet profound, emphasizing the need for love in a world filled with challenges.

Meaning Behind the Words

The repeated line, “What the world needs now is love, sweet love,” is a plea for genuine human
connection. It acknowledges that despite advances in technology and society, emotional warmth and
kindness remain essential. The song avoids preaching, instead using a gentle tone to invite reflection
and action.

Bacharach’s Musical Techniques

Bacharach’s use of unusual time signatures and chord changes adds emotional depth to the song.
The arrangement typically includes lush strings and a soft rhythm section that supports the vocals
without overpowering them. This balance creates an intimate atmosphere that draws listeners in and
makes the message feel personal.

Why “What the World Needs Now” Still Matters Today

In today’s fast-paced and often polarized world, the themes expressed in Burt Bacharach’s song are
as relevant as ever. The call for love, understanding, and unity transcends time and culture.



Resonance in Modern Society

Issues like social inequality, political division, and global conflicts continue to challenge humanity.
Songs like “What the World Needs Now” serve as reminders that solutions often begin with empathy
and compassion. Many people turn to music during difficult times, finding solace in lyrics that speak
to universal experiences.

Inspiring Acts of Kindness and Connection

The song’s influence extends beyond entertainment; it encourages listeners to practice kindness in
daily life. Whether through community service, fostering dialogue, or simply showing empathy to
others, the message of love has practical applications that can lead to real-world change.

Tips for Embracing the Spirit of “What the World
Needs Now”

If you’re inspired by the song’s message and want to incorporate its spirit into your own life, here
are some thoughtful ways to do so:

Practice Active Listening: Truly hearing others’ perspectives can build understanding and
reduce conflict.

Show Small Acts of Kindness: Simple gestures like smiling, offering help, or expressing
gratitude can brighten someone’s day.

Engage in Community Initiatives: Join local groups focused on social causes or volunteer
your time to support those in need.

Promote Inclusivity: Celebrate diversity and create environments where everyone feels
valued and respected.

Use Music as a Bridge: Share songs like “What the World Needs Now” to inspire
conversations about empathy and love.

Rediscovering Burt Bacharach’s Work

For those intrigued by “What the World Needs Now,” exploring more of Burt Bacharach’s catalog
reveals a treasure trove of memorable melodies and heartfelt lyrics. Songs like “Raindrops Keep
Fallin’ on My Head,” “Close to You,” and “I Say a Little Prayer” showcase his versatility and
enduring appeal.



Listening to these tracks offers insight into how Bacharach crafted songs that were both
commercially successful and artistically rich. They continue to resonate because they address
timeless human emotions and experiences with sincerity and musical sophistication.

In the end, “What the World Needs Now” remains a beacon of hope—a song that reminds us that
amid the complexities of life, love is the simplest and most profound answer. Through the genius of
Burt Bacharach and Hal David, this melody continues to inspire generations to seek kindness and
connection in a world that desperately needs it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'What the World Needs Now Is Love' by Burt
Bacharach?
'What the World Needs Now Is Love' is a popular song composed by Burt Bacharach with lyrics by
Hal David, originally recorded by Jackie DeShannon in 1965. It is known for its message of love and
peace.

Who wrote 'What the World Needs Now Is Love'?
The song was written by composer Burt Bacharach and lyricist Hal David.

When was 'What the World Needs Now Is Love' released?
The song was released in 1965 and became an anthem for peace and love during the 1960s.

Why is 'What the World Needs Now Is Love' considered
important?
The song's timeless message about the need for love and understanding resonates across
generations and has been used in various social and political contexts promoting unity.

Has Burt Bacharach performed 'What the World Needs Now Is
Love' himself?
While Burt Bacharach is primarily known as a composer and producer, he has performed the song
live on occasion, but it is most famously associated with Jackie DeShannon and other vocalists.

What are some notable covers of 'What the World Needs Now
Is Love'?
Notable covers include versions by Dionne Warwick, Luther Vandross, and even a 1971 duet by
Dionne Warwick and Isaac Hayes.



How has 'What the World Needs Now Is Love' been used in
popular culture?
The song has been featured in films, television shows, commercials, and social movements, often as
a symbol of hope and the call for compassion.

What musical style characterizes Burt Bacharach's 'What the
World Needs Now Is Love'?
The song features Bacharach's signature sophisticated pop style, characterized by smooth melodies,
orchestral arrangements, and a blend of traditional pop and soul influences.

Additional Resources
What the World Needs Now: Burt Bacharach’s Timeless Anthem of Hope and Love

what the world needs now burt bacharach is more than just a lyric; it’s a resonant call embedded
in a classic song that has transcended decades. Composed in 1965 by Burt Bacharach with lyrics by
Hal David, "What the World Needs Now Is Love" remains a poignant reflection on human
connection, unity, and the universal longing for compassion. This article delves into the enduring
significance of Burt Bacharach’s masterpiece, exploring its cultural impact, musical craftsmanship,
and why it continues to resonate in contemporary society.

The Genesis of a Classic: Burt Bacharach and the Birth
of a Timeless Song

Burt Bacharach, an American composer and pianist, carved his niche in the music industry through
an innovative blend of pop, jazz, and easy listening sounds. Collaborating with lyricist Hal David,
Bacharach created some of the most memorable songs of the 20th century, with "What the World
Needs Now Is Love" standing out as a defining moment in their partnership.

Written during a turbulent era marked by social upheaval and the Vietnam War, the song captured a
collective yearning for peace and kindness. Its release in 1965 by Jackie DeShannon brought
immediate attention to its heartfelt message. The song’s gentle melody, paired with simple but
powerful lyrics, struck a chord with listeners worldwide, making it an anthem for love and
understanding.

Musical Composition and Lyrical Depth

Bacharach’s composition for "What the World Needs Now Is Love" showcases his signature style
characterized by unconventional chord progressions and sophisticated arrangements. The song’s
structure is deceptively simple, built around a memorable melody that allows the message to shine
without overwhelming the listener.



The Signature Sound of Burt Bacharach

- **Unconventional Time Signatures**: Unlike many pop songs of its time, the track subtly
incorporates shifts in rhythm that create a unique flow, engaging the listener on a deeper musical
level.
- **Orchestral Arrangements**: The use of strings, brass, and woodwinds adds a lush, warm texture,
elevating the emotional impact.
- **Melodic Phrasing**: Bacharach’s melodies often feature unexpected intervals that enhance the
song’s wistful and hopeful tone.

Hal David’s Lyricism and Social Commentary

Hal David’s lyrics complement Bacharach’s music by delivering a straightforward yet profound
message:

> “What the world needs now is love, sweet love
> It’s the only thing that there’s just too little of.”

This refrain encapsulates a universal truth about human nature and societal needs. The song’s
appeal lies in its simplicity, making it accessible while encouraging reflection on deeper issues such
as intolerance, conflict, and the need for empathy.

Cultural Impact and Enduring Legacy

Since its release, "What the World Needs Now Is Love" has been covered by numerous artists across
different genres, from country to soul to contemporary pop, demonstrating its versatility and
timelessness. The song has been featured in films, television programs, and public events, often
invoked during moments of crisis or celebration of unity.

Social Relevance Through the Decades

- **1960s Civil Rights Movement**: The song aligned with the era’s push for equality and justice,
becoming a subtle anthem for peaceful change.
- **Post-9/11 Era**: Revived in public consciousness as a call for healing and solidarity after tragedy.
- **Modern-Day Movements**: Continues to be embraced by campaigns promoting anti-
discrimination, mental health awareness, and humanitarian efforts.

Comparison with Other Bacharach Hits

While Burt Bacharach’s catalog includes many hits like "Raindrops Keep Fallin’ on My Head" and "I
Say a Little Prayer," "What the World Needs Now Is Love" stands apart due to its explicitly altruistic
theme. Unlike love songs centered on personal relationships, this song addresses a collective, global



audience, making it both unique and universally relevant.

Why "What the World Needs Now Is Love" Remains
Relevant Today

In an era dominated by rapid technological advancement, social media polarization, and global
challenges such as climate change and political unrest, the message embedded in Burt Bacharach’s
song holds renewed importance.

Psychological and Social Dimensions

Research in social psychology underscores the importance of love and empathy in fostering
community resilience and mental well-being. Songs like "What the World Needs Now Is Love" serve
as cultural touchstones that remind individuals of shared humanity, potentially mitigating feelings of
isolation and division.

Educational and Therapeutic Applications

The song’s simple yet powerful lyrics and melodic accessibility make it a useful tool in educational
settings to promote discussions around kindness, respect, and social cohesion. Moreover, music
therapists often utilize such classic anthems to evoke positive emotions and facilitate healing.

Exploring the Pros and Cons of the Song’s Cultural
Influence

Pros:

Promotes a universal message of love and acceptance.

Timeless appeal that crosses generational divides.

Musical sophistication that appeals to both casual listeners and critics.

Cons:

Some critics argue the message is overly simplistic given complex societal issues.

Risk of the song being perceived as cliché due to frequent use in media.



Despite these criticisms, the song’s optimistic outlook continues to inspire hope and positive action.

The Role of Burt Bacharach’s Song in Contemporary
Music and Society

Modern artists continue to reinterpret "What the World Needs Now Is Love," incorporating it into
new genres and contexts. Its adaptability highlights the strength of Bacharach’s composition and the
timelessness of the song’s core message.

Recent Covers and Interpretations

From soulful renditions by artists like Dionne Warwick to jazz-inflected versions and even
contemporary pop adaptations, the song’s versatility ensures it remains in the public ear. These
reinterpretations often bring fresh perspectives while preserving the essence of the original.

Integration in Social Campaigns

Nonprofit organizations and social movements utilize the song to reinforce campaigns against hate
crimes, promote peace, and encourage community building. Its positive messaging supports
advocacy by creating emotional connections with audiences.

As the world continues to grapple with complex challenges, the enduring appeal of Burt Bacharach’s
"What the World Needs Now Is Love" is a testament to music’s power to unite, uplift, and inspire.
Through its elegant composition and heartfelt lyrics, the song remains a beacon of hope, reminding
society that above all else, love is the fundamental need that transcends time and circumstance.

What The World Needs Now Burt Bacharach

  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Burt Bacharach & Hal David Robin Platts,
2003 This in-depth look at the duo's career includes vintage record sleeves, a detailed discography,
chart information and a complete annotated list of their songs.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: What the World Needs Now is Love , 1965
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: The New Rolling Stone Album Guide Nathan
Brackett, Christian David Hoard, 2004 Publisher Description
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Chicken Soup for the Soul: The Story behind
the Song Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, Jo-Ann Geffen, 2014-01-07 You will get an inside look
at the personal stories behind your favorite songs as songwriters get up close and personal with
exclusive stories about how and why they wrote them. Songs tell a story, and now popular singers
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and songwriters are sharing more of the story! These artists reveal the inspiration, influence, and
background, and when and why they wrote their most famous songs, in Chicken Soup for the Soul:
The Story Behind the Song. Includes great photos of the songwriters. The print edition contains the
lyrics to all 101 songs, and the eBook includes lyrics to 85 of the songs.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Handbook of Expressive Arts Therapy Cathy A.
Malchiodi, 2022-10-26 Expressive arts therapy-the purposeful application and integration of art,
music, dance/movement, dramatic enactment, creative writing and imaginative play-is an
action-oriented and sensory-based form of psychotherapy. This timely volume helps mental health
clinicians incorporate different expressive modalities into practice with children, adults, and groups.
Expert contributors present in-depth descriptions of their respective therapies, including art, music,
dance/movement, drama, poetry, play, sandtray, and integrative approaches. In addition to
reviewing the theoretical and empirical bases of each modality, chapters detail the process of
assessment and intervention with people experiencing specific clinical problems and life challenges.
A wealth of concrete examples and case vignettes are featured throughout to bring key concepts to
life. Giving particular attention to strategies for integrating expressive work with other forms of
psychotherapy and counseling, this is an eminently practical resource for clinicians of any
orientation--
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Stairway to Paradise Ari Katorza, 2021-09-07
Stairway to Paradise reveals how American Jewish entrepreneurs, musicians, and performers
influenced American popular music from the late nineteenth century till the mid-1960s. From
blackface minstrelsy, ragtime, blues, jazz, and Broadway musicals, ending with folk and rock 'n' roll.
The book follows the writers and artists' real and imaginative relationship with African-American
culture's charisma. Stairway to Paradise discusses the artistic and occasionally ideological dialogue
that these artists, writers, and entrepreneurs had with African-American artists and culture. Tracing
Jewish immigration to the United States and the entry of Jews into the entertainment and cultural
industry, the book allocates extensive space to the charged connection between music and politics
as reflected in the Jewish-Black Alliance - both in the struggle for social justice and in the music
field. It reveals Jewish success in the music industry and the unique and sometimes problematic
relationships that characterized this process, as their dominance in this field became a source of
blame for exploiting African-American artistic and human capital. Alongside this, the book shows
how black-Jewish cooperation, and its fragile alliance, played a role in the hegemonic conflicts
involving American culture during the 20th century. Unintentionally, it influenced the process of
decline of the influence of the WASP elite during the 1960s. Stairway to Paradise fuses American
history and musicology with cultural studies theories. This inter-disciplinary approach regarding
race, class, and ethnicity offers an alternative view of more traditional notions regarding
understanding American music's evolution.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: 101 Hits for Buskers: Book 1 Music Sales,
2012-09-19 101 Hits for Buskers is a superb resource for all buskers and street musicians that
contains some of the greatest hits of all time. Every song is arranged with melody line, complete
lyrics and chords, guaranteed to make your pub set, busking or party performance a hit with all. It
includes: - All My Loving [The Beatles] - (Is This The Way To) Amarillo [Neil Sedaka] - Blowin’ In The
Wind [Bob Dylan] - Bring Me Sunshine [Morecombe and Wise] - Can’t help Falling In love [Elvis
Presley] - Diamonds Are A Girl’s Best Friend [Marilyn Monroe] - Everybody’s Talkin’ [Harry Nilsson]
- Fly Me To the Moon (In Other Words) [Julie London] - Killing Me Softly [Roberta Flack] - Morning
Has Broken [Cat Stevens] - My Way [Frank Sinatra] - Please Mr. Postman [The Marvelettes] - Streets
Of London [The Pogues] - Tie A Yellow Ribbon ‘Round The Ole Oak tree [Trad.] - Walk On By [Dione
Warwick] - A Whiter Shade Of Pale [Procol harum] - Wichita Lineman [Glen Campbell] - Yellow
Submarine [The Beatles] And many more.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Advanced Mobile Communications Peter
Jung, 2024-05-06 This book is an extensively elaborated treatise on physical layer concepts of
advanced mobile communications. Setting out from the author's own experience of university



teaching for over three decades, the book covers the most fundamental aspects of physical layer
transceivers for mobile communications ranging from approximation schemes such as sampling, the
Fourier series and the Fourier transformation over multi-antenna techniques including aspects of
curvilinear coordinate systems, tensor calculus, determinant computation rules, array antennas,
spatial sampling, details on probability theory and information theory, optimum detection with soft
outputs and spatial multiplexing to orthogonal frequency division multiplexing.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Turn! Turn! Turn! Richie Unterberger, 2002 A
portrait of folk rock cites its role as a vehicle for musical and social change, chronicling its evolution
in the 1960s while profiling its major contributors and milestones, such as Bob Dylan, the Byrds,
Simon and Garfunkel, the Newport Folk Festival, and Woodstock. Original.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Chasing King's Killer James L. Swanson,
2018-01-02 An astonishing account of the assassination of America's most beloved and celebrated
civil rights leader, Martin Luther King, by New York Times–bestselling author, James L. Swanson.
NAACP Image Award Nominee Chicago Public Library Best Book of the Year Kirkus Reviews Best
Young Adult Book of the Year* [James L. Swanson's] masterful work . . . reveals, in gripping style,
how one individual can impact history. —Booklist, starred review In his meteoric, thirteen-year rise
to fame, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. led a mass movement for Civil Rights—with his relentless
peaceful, non-violent protests, public demonstrations, and eloquent speeches. But as violent threats
cast a dark shadow over Dr. King's life, Swanson hones in on James Earl Ray, a bizarre, racist, prison
escapee who tragically ends King's life. As he did in his bestselling Scholastic MG/YA books Chasing
LIncoln's Killer and THE PRESIDENT HAS BEEN SHOT!, Swanson transports readers back to one of
the most shocking, sad, and terrifying events in American history. More than eighty photographs,
captions, bibliography, various source notes, and index included.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: The Encyclopedia of Popular Music Colin Larkin,
2011-05-27 This text presents a comprehensive and up-to-date reference work on popular music,
from the early 20th century to the present day.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Milhouse's Dad G. Roland Selby, 2008 A
father's memoir about life with his son, Captain Miles Milhouse Selby, the outstanding young pilot
who died in a mid-air collision in December, 2004 while training with Canada's world-famous
formation aerobatics team, The Snowbirds.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: A Heart on Fire James Kubicki, 2012-05-14 In A
Heart on Fire: Rediscovering Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, Rev. James Kubicki, SJ, presents
a persuasive and engaging guide to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, an age-old and often misunderstood
Catholic devotion. He delves into the rich theological and spiritual roots of the devotion and
demonstrates how the faithful may encounter the Sacred Heart of Jesus in one another, scripture,
the sacraments, and especially in the Eucharist. Fr. Kubicki, former national director of the
Apostleship of Prayer (now the Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network), brings to life the rich imagery
associated with the devotion’s history and provides a contemporary look at traditional devotions like
the Twelve Promises, family consecration and enthronement, the Sacred Heart Badge, the Litany of
the Sacred Heart, holy hours, and devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Foot Washings Roger A. Couture, 2020-10-29
Foot Washings is a compilation of teachings I have presented to various groups, including
Adult/Teen Challenge, church pulpits, prisons, homeless shelters and individuals, bible studies and
whoever I could gather with. My purpose in writing this devotional is always to present the Gospel in
a format that will lead to practical application by applying spiritual principles in everyday life.
Hopefully, this handbook will provide the inspiration, education and encouragement to accomplish
this.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Always Magic in the Air Ken Emerson,
2006-09-26 During the late 1950s and early 1960s, after the shock of Elvis Presley and before the
Beatles spearheaded the British Invasion, fourteen gifted young songwriters huddled in midtown
Manhattan's legendary Brill Building and a warren of offices a bit farther uptown and composed



some of the most beguiling and enduring entries in the Great American Songbook. Always Magic in
the Air is the first thorough history of these renowned songwriters-tunesmiths who melded black,
white, and Latino sounds, integrated audiences before America desegregated its schools, and
brought a new social consciousness to pop music.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: God: As He Longs for You to See Him Chip
Ingram, 2006-01-01 See God for Who He Is, Not What You Think He Ought To Be Anyone who has
tried to describe God to someone else, especially an unbeliever, knows that it is easy to find yourself
at a loss for words. It seems that this part of our lives, which we claim is central, is often difficult to
put into words. But if you know God, shouldn't you be able to describe him? What is he like? How
can we put his eternal attributes into words? Join Chip Ingram in this fascinating study of seven
attributes of God: his goodness, sovereignty, holiness, wisdom, justice, love, and faithfulness.
Readers will see God in a whole new light and discover that our view of God impacts every decision
in our lives. It will change the way we pray, the way we live, and the way we think about the world
around us. God longs for us to know him as he really is. Get ready to meet God again for the first
time.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Pop Music and Easy Listening Stan Hawkins,
2017-07-05 What defines pop music? Why do we consider some styles as easier listening than
others? Arranged in three parts: Aesthetics and Authenticity - Groove, Sampling and Industry -
Subjectivity, Ethnicity and Politics, this collection of essays by a group of international scholars deals
with these questions in diverse ways. This volume prepares the reader for the debates around pop's
intricate historical, aesthetic and cultural roots. The intellectual perspectives on offer present the
interdisciplinary aspects of studying music and, spanning more than twenty-five years, these essays
form a snapshot of some of the authorial voices that have shaped the specific subject matter of pop
criticism within the broader field of popular music studies. A common thread running through these
essays is the topic of interpretation and its relation to conceptions of musicality, subjectivity and
aesthetics. The principle aim of this collection is to demonstrate that pop music needs to be
evaluated on its own terms within the cultural contexts that make it meaningful.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Hit Records David Lonergan, 2005 With entries
for almost 6000 popular songs that were featured on the Top 40 charts during the fifties, sixties, and
early seventies, this reference volume will whisk you back to the early days of rock and roll. Every
song is listed, title and variants are given, and there are two long indexes that allow the user to find
every song written by a given composer or recorded by a given artist. This resource greatly
simplifies the process of discovering which composers provided songs for a particular artist, and
which composers assisted one another, as well as indicating the peak Top 40 chart position of each
song. This meticulously-researched resource will be of great value to both the serious researcher,
record collector, and the nostalgic browser.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Fabricating the Absolute Fake Jaap Kooijman,
2008 A fascinating exploration of how global cultures struggle to create their own America within a
post-9/11 media culture, Fabricating the Absolute Fake reflects on what it might mean to truly take
part in American pop culture.
  what the world needs now burt bacharach: Soundin' Canaan Paul db Watkins, 2025-01-21
Part exploration of a key group of Black Canadian poets, part literary, cultural, and musical history,
Soundin’ Canaan demonstrates how music in Black Canadian poetry is not solely aesthetic, but a
form of social, ethical, and political expression. Soundin' Canaan refers to the code name often used
for Canada during the Black migration to Canada. The book analyzes the contributions of key Black
Canadian poets, including their poetic styles and their performances. The book has several key
objectives, including recuperating the collision of the historical and the Biblically derived figure of
Canaan, the promised land of freedom and security for an African American population seeking to
leave the shackles of slavery behind and the northern terminus of the underground railroad.
Centering around the poetry of George Elliott Clarke, Dionne Brand, M. NourbeSe Philip, Wayde
Compton, and rapper K’naan, it delves into how these poets draw inspiration from African American



and Afro-diasporic musical genres, such as blues, jazz, reggae and dub, hip-hop, and remix, to
reshape the notions of identity and citizenship. Soundin' Canaan asks: what does Canadian
citizenship sound like, especially when voiced by Black Canadian poets who embrace a fluid and
multicultural form of citizenship that moves between local and global spaces, much like music does?
Using a DJ Methodology, the author mixes in close readings of poetry, music, cultural and literary
history, as well as various interviews with the poets. The book includes an accompanying soundtrack
to further enhance the reading experience. Listening to the poets in this book—that is in listening
closely to the poems, sounds, and musical samples they bring into the mix—constitutes “sonic
citizenship.” This co-performative act of reading, listening, and sounding serves as a reminder of
how citizens inhabit and negotiate life in Canada beyond the formal legal framework of the
nation-state.
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