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Through the breach a malifaux roleplaying game by wyrd transports players into a dark, mysterious world
where magic, steampunk aesthetics, and gritty storytelling collide. Created by Wyrd Miniatures, this tabletop
RPG is set in the hauntingly atmospheric city of Malifaux, a place where the veil between dimensions has been
torn open, unleashing all manner of strange creatures, arcane mysteries, and dangerous factions. Whether
you’re a fan of immersive storytelling or thrilling roleplaying adventures, Through the Breach offers a rich
experience that blends narrative depth with engaging mechanics.

Exploring the Unique Setting of Through the Breach

One of the standout features of Through the Breach is its setting. Unlike traditional fantasy or sci-fi RPGs,
Malifaux is a melting pot of genres, combining elements of Victorian steampunk, horror, dark fantasy, and the
Wild West. This blend creates a world that feels both familiar and unsettling, with shadowy alleyways,
eldritch horrors lurking beneath the surface, and a constant struggle for power between rival factions.

The City of Malifaux

At the heart of the game is the city itself—a sprawling metropolis built on the ruins of an ancient,
otherworldly realm. Malifaux is a place where magic is real but dangerous, and the breach that separates it
from other dimensions is both a source of power and peril. Players can explore everything from the bustling
streets filled with cunning scoundrels and corrupt officials to the eerie swamps teeming with supernatural
threats.

Factions and Their Influence

Through the Breach introduces players to a variety of factions, each with their own motivations, strengths,
and secrets. From the ruthless Guild, which enforces law and order through often brutal means, to the
enigmatic Resurrectionists who manipulate the dead, these factions add layers of intrigue and conflict to the
game. Playing within or against these groups enables diverse storylines and character motivations, enhancing
roleplaying opportunities.

How Through the Breach Enhances Roleplaying with Innovative
Mechanics

Beyond its captivating setting, Through the Breach is praised for its innovative rule system that supports
narrative-driven gameplay. Designed to encourage creativity, the mechanics focus on storytelling rather than
complex math or endless rule-checking, making it accessible to newcomers and veterans alike.

The Drama Card System

A hallmark of the gameplay is the Drama Card system, which replaces traditional dice rolls with cards drawn



from a deck. This mechanic adds a layer of strategy and unpredictability, as players must decide when and how
to use these cards to influence outcomes. Drama Cards also inject thematic flavor into gameplay, reflecting
the game's noir and steampunk sensibilities.

Character Creation and Progression

Creating a character in Through the Breach is a deeply customizable process that lets players craft unique
personas with distinct backgrounds, abilities, and motivations. The system encourages players to think about
their character’s role within Malifaux’s complicated social and political landscape. As characters develop,
they gain new skills and resources, allowing for dynamic growth that aligns with the evolving story.

Bringing Your Stories to Life: Tips for Running a Through the
Breach Campaign

Whether you’re a game master or a player, there are ways to maximize your enjoyment of the Through the
Breach RPG. The game’s rich lore and flexible narrative tools provide ample room for creativity, but some
approaches can help deepen immersion and engagement.

Embrace the Mystery and Moral Ambiguity

Malifaux’s world is steeped in shades of grey—few characters are purely good or evil. Encouraging players to
explore moral ambiguity can lead to more compelling stories. As a storyteller, present dilemmas with no easy
answers, forcing players to make tough choices that reveal their characters’ true natures.

Use Faction Dynamics to Drive Conflict

Leverage the complex relationships between factions to create tension and intrigue. Political maneuvering,
espionage, and alliances can add depth to your campaign. Players can find themselves caught between competing
interests, making each decision impactful and engaging.

Incorporate the Supernatural Elements Thoughtfully

The breach itself and the supernatural creatures it unleashes are central to the game’s atmosphere. Use these
elements to heighten suspense or challenge players unexpectedly. Whether it’s a mysterious ghost haunting a
mansion or a rogue mage wielding forbidden power, supernatural encounters can become memorable highlights of
your sessions.

The Growing Popularity of Through the Breach and Wyrd’s Role in
Tabletop Gaming

Since its release, Through the Breach has carved out a niche within the tabletop RPG community. Wyrd’s
reputation for crafting immersive universes and innovative gameplay systems has helped the game stand out
among a crowded field of roleplaying titles.



Wyrd’s Commitment to Storytelling

Wyrd is known for its dedication to crafting games that prioritize narrative depth and player agency. Through
the Breach exemplifies this philosophy, encouraging players to become co-creators of Malifaux’s unfolding
stories rather than merely participants in pre-scripted adventures.

Community and Support

The game enjoys a passionate fanbase, with numerous online forums, fan-made content, and official expansions
keeping the world of Malifaux alive and evolving. Wyrd’s ongoing support through supplemental materials and
organized play events ensures that the roleplaying experience remains fresh and engaging.

Why Through the Breach is a Must-Try for RPG Enthusiasts

If you’re someone who loves roleplaying games with deep lore, unique mechanics, and a dark, evocative setting,
through the breach a malifaux roleplaying game by wyrd is definitely worth exploring. It offers a blend of
narrative freedom and mechanical innovation that caters to both new players and seasoned storytellers.

Perfect for Fans of Dark Fantasy and Steampunk

The game’s aesthetic and themes resonate strongly with fans of dark fantasy and steampunk genres. Its gritty,
atmospheric world brings a fresh take to roleplaying that can reinvigorate your gaming group’s sessions.

Accessible Yet Deep Gameplay

By focusing on storytelling and employing the Drama Card system, Through the Breach strikes a balance
between accessibility and depth. This makes it easier for newcomers to jump in while still providing strategic
elements that satisfy veterans.

Expanding Your Roleplaying Horizons

Playing Through the Breach can broaden your RPG horizons by introducing you to a setting and system that
defy traditional genre boundaries. The game’s unique blend of horror, magic, and political intrigue offers new
challenges and creative opportunities for players seeking something different.

Whether you’re crafting a cunning thief navigating Malifaux’s treacherous streets or a powerful mage
unraveling the secrets of the breach, Through the Breach invites you to step into a world where every choice
matters and every story is yours to tell.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Through the Breach: A Malifaux Roleplaying Game' by Wyrd?

'Through the Breach' is a tabletop roleplaying game set in the Malifaux universe, published by Wyrd Games. It
allows players to explore the dark, gothic world of Malifaux, blending horror, steampunk, and fantasy



elements through narrative-driven gameplay.

How does the gameplay of 'Through the Breach' differ from traditional
RPGs?

'Through the Breach' uses a unique narrative-focused system that emphasizes storytelling and character
development over complex mechanics. It utilizes the Forged in the Dark system, which centers on flashbacks and
teamwork to overcome challenges, making the gameplay more cinematic and immersive.

What factions or character options are available in 'Through the Breach'?

Players can create characters aligned with various factions from the Malifaux setting, including the Guild,
Resurrectionists, Arcanists, Neverborn, and Outcasts. Each faction offers distinct thematic elements and
special abilities, allowing for diverse roleplaying experiences.

Is 'Through the Breach' compatible with the Malifaux miniatures game?

While 'Through the Breach' shares the same setting and lore as the Malifaux miniatures game, it is a separate
RPG system. However, players familiar with the miniatures game will find many references and thematic
connections, enriching their experience in both games.

Where can I purchase 'Through the Breach: A Malifaux Roleplaying Game' by
Wyrd?

'Through the Breach' is available for purchase through Wyrd Games' official website, selected hobby stores,
and digital platforms like DriveThruRPG. It is offered in both physical and PDF formats to suit different player
preferences.

Additional Resources
Through the Breach: A Malifaux Roleplaying Game by Wyrd

Through the breach a malifaux roleplaying game by wyrd offers a unique and immersive entry into the dark,
gothic-punk universe of Malifaux. Developed by Wyrd Miniatures, this tabletop RPG diverges from traditional
roleplaying games with its rich narrative depth, distinctive mechanics, and the atmospheric setting that blends
Victorian-era aesthetics with supernatural horror and steampunk elements. As an extension of the Malifaux
universe, originally popularized through its skirmish miniatures game, Through the Breach invites players to
delve deeper into the lore and character-driven storytelling, making it a noteworthy addition to the realm of
narrative-focused roleplaying experiences.

Exploring the Malifaux Universe through Roleplay

Unlike many roleplaying games that emphasize combat mechanics and dungeon crawling, Through the Breach
prioritizes storytelling and character development, which aligns with Wyrd’s vision of immersive gameplay. The
game is set in Malifaux, a shadowy parallel world accessible through a mysterious portal known as the
Breach. This setting is rife with danger, political intrigue, and mystical forces, creating fertile ground for a
variety of narratives ranging from noir detective stories to epic struggles between arcane factions.

The core appeal of through the breach a malifaux roleplaying game by wyrd lies in its ability to capture the
eerie, unpredictable tone of Malifaux’s setting. Players take on roles that reflect the complex social strata
and supernatural elements of the world: from cunning criminals and desperate survivors to powerful sorcerers
and enigmatic spirits. This broad spectrum of character archetypes allows for rich roleplaying opportunities



and diverse party dynamics.

Game Mechanics and Narrative Integration

One of the distinguishing features of Through the Breach is its innovative use of narrative-driven mechanics
that emphasize player creativity over rigid rulesets. The system employs a unique dice pool mechanic that
integrates with the story, encouraging players to interpret the outcomes beyond simple success or failure. This
mechanic enhances the roleplaying experience by making each roll a potential narrative pivot point.

Wyrd’s approach to mechanics in through the breach a malifaux roleplaying game by wyrd contrasts with
traditional d20 or percentile-based systems. Instead of focusing heavily on combat stats and hit points, the
game centers on the characters’ motivations, relationships, and moral ambiguities. This design encourages
players and game masters (GMs) to co-create the story, fostering a collaborative atmosphere that is
essential for immersive roleplaying.

Thematic Depth and World-Building

Malifaux’s setting is one of the strongest elements translated into the roleplaying format. The city of
Malifaux itself is a character—a sprawling, grim metropolis with a layered history and a palpable sense of
menace. Through the Breach delves into this environment with a focus on atmosphere and mood, supporting
themes of survival, corruption, and the blurred lines between human and monster.

The game’s narrative potential is further enriched by the presence of the Breach, a metaphysical gateway that
introduces unpredictable magical phenomena and monstrous entities. This element allows storytellers to craft
adventures that seamlessly mix horror, mystery, and action. The Breach serves not only as a plot device but
also as a symbol of the unknown and the chaotic forces that shape the world.

Character Creation and Role Diversity

Character creation in through the breach a malifaux roleplaying game by wyrd is designed to be flexible yet
impactful. Players choose backgrounds, motivations, and unique abilities that reflect the complex realities of
living in Malifaux. This system encourages nuanced character arcs and personal growth through gameplay.

The diversity of roles players can assume is notable, ranging from streetwise smugglers and corrupt officials
to arcane wielders and supernatural entities. This variety supports a wide range of campaign styles, whether
players prefer intrigue-laden political dramas, gritty survival tales, or supernatural investigations.

Backgrounds: Define the character’s history and social standing.

Motivations: Drive the character’s decisions and roleplaying focus.

Abilities: Provide mechanical benefits and narrative hooks.

Comparative Perspective: Through the Breach vs. Other RPGs

When compared to other narrative-heavy RPGs such as Vampire: The Masquerade or Blades in the Dark,
through the breach a malifaux roleplaying game by wyrd stands out due to its unique setting and integration



with an existing miniatures game universe. While Vampire focuses on personal horror and political machinations
within modern gothic settings, and Blades in the Dark emphasizes heists and crew dynamics in a Victorian-esque
city, Through the Breach blends these elements with a distinctly supernatural and steampunk flair.

Mechanically, Through the Breach’s dice pool system and narrative focus align it with story-driven games but
maintain a unique identity through its emphasis on the Breach’s chaotic influence. This positions it well for
players who seek both thematic depth and system flexibility.

Pros and Cons

Pros:

Rich, atmospheric world-building that enhances immersion.

Flexible, narrative-driven mechanics encouraging creative storytelling.

Diverse character options catering to a range of playstyles.

Strong integration with Malifaux’s existing lore and miniatures game.

Cons:

Steep learning curve for players unfamiliar with the Malifaux setting.

Less emphasis on tactical combat may not appeal to all RPG players.

Limited availability of supplementary materials compared to more established RPGs.

Community and Support

Wyrd has cultivated a passionate community around Malifaux and its related products, and through the
breach a malifaux roleplaying game by wyrd benefits from this active fanbase. Online forums, social media
groups, and fan-made content provide valuable support and inspiration for new and veteran players alike.
Although the RPG is relatively niche compared to mainstream titles, the dedication of its community helps
sustain interest and growth.

Moreover, Wyrd’s ongoing support with updates and expansions ensures that the game stays fresh and
responsive to player feedback. This dynamic relationship between creators and players is a major strength in the
evolving landscape of tabletop roleplaying games.

Future Prospects and Expansions

Given Wyrd’s history of expanding the Malifaux universe through miniatures and narrative-driven content, the
future for through the breach a malifaux roleplaying game by wyrd appears promising. Potential expansions
could explore new factions, deepen the lore of the Breach, or introduce additional gameplay mechanics to
broaden its appeal.



Wyrd’s commitment to storytelling and immersive design suggests that upcoming releases will continue to
emphasize narrative richness and player agency, reinforcing the game’s position as a distinctive offering in the
roleplaying market.

Through the Breach successfully captures the essence of Malifaux’s unsettling world, offering players a
sophisticated roleplaying experience that balances narrative depth with mechanical innovation. Its unique blend
of gothic-punk aesthetics, supernatural intrigue, and flexible gameplay mechanics makes it a compelling choice
for those seeking to explore a darker, more complex RPG setting. As Wyrd continues to nurture this title, it
stands to become an increasingly influential presence in the genre, appealing to both fans of Malifaux and
newcomers alike.
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