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The Sensible Thing F Scott Fitzgerald Summary: Exploring Themes and Insights

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary offers a fascinating glimpse
into the nuanced storytelling style of one of America’s most celebrated
authors. While F. Scott Fitzgerald is best known for classics like *The Great
Gatsby* and *Tender Is the Night*, his shorter works, including “The Sensible
Thing,” reveal his mastery in capturing complex human emotions and social
dynamics within a concise narrative. This summary aims to unpack the key
elements of the story, explore its themes, and provide readers with a deeper
understanding of Fitzgerald'’s literary craft.

Understanding “The Sensible Thing” in Context

“The Sensible Thing” is one of Fitzgerald’s lesser-known short stories, yet
it carries the hallmark of his sharp observation of human nature and societal
expectations. Set against the backdrop of the Jazz Age—a period Fitzgerald
often depicted-the story delves into the tension between individual desires
and social conventions.

The Plot Overview

At its core, “The Sensible Thing” revolves around a protagonist faced with a
morally or emotionally challenging decision, often framed within a romantic
or social dilemma. The story typically follows the character’s internal
struggle as they weigh what society deems “sensible” against their personal
feelings or ambitions.

Though the narrative is brief, Fitzgerald uses vivid characterizations and
poignant dialogue to paint a rich picture of the protagonist’s world. The
climax often reveals a bittersweet or ironic twist, underscoring the
complexities of making “sensible” choices in an unpredictable world.

Key Characters and Their Roles

The characters in “The Sensible Thing” are crafted with Fitzgerald’s
signature subtlety. Usually, the protagonist is someone caught between
conflicting values—duty versus passion, appearance versus reality, or
tradition versus change. Supporting characters often embody societal
pressures or act as catalysts for the protagonist’s decisions.



For example, a love interest might represent temptation or an unattainable
ideal, while family members or friends symbolize conformity and expectation.
This dynamic drives the narrative tension and highlights the story’s thematic
concerns.

Thematic Exploration in The Sensible Thing F
Scott Fitzgerald Summary

Fitzgerald’s stories consistently explore themes relevant to the human
condition, and “The Sensible Thing” is no exception. Understanding these
themes helps readers appreciate why the story resonates beyond its surface
plot.

The Conflict Between Reason and Emotion

One prominent theme in “The Sensible Thing” is the conflict between rational
decision-making and emotional impulse. The title itself hints at this
struggle—what is “sensible” may not always align with what the heart desires.
Fitzgerald illustrates how characters grapple with this divide, often
highlighting the cost of choosing one over the other.

This theme is timeless and relatable, inviting readers to reflect on moments
in their own lives where they faced similar dilemmas.

Social Expectations and Individual Freedom

Fitzgerald was keenly aware of the societal pressures that shaped behavior
during the 1920s, and this story captures that tension vividly. The
protagonist’s choices are heavily influenced by the norms and expectations of
their social environment, which often act as invisible chains.

Through subtle commentary, Fitzgerald critiques these constraints, suggesting
that true happiness or fulfillment may require breaking free from what
society dictates as “sensible.”

The Illusion of Stability

Another layer in the narrative is the illusion that making the “sensible”
choice guarantees stability or security. Fitzgerald often portrayed this idea
as a comforting yet deceptive belief. In “The Sensible Thing,” the chosen
path might seem pragmatic, but it doesn’t necessarily lead to the expected
peace or contentment.



This theme aligns with Fitzgerald’'s broader work, which frequently questions
the American Dream and the notion of success.

Literary Style and Symbolism in The Sensible
Thing

Fitzgerald’s writing style in “The Sensible Thing” is marked by elegance and
economy. His prose is both lyrical and precise, allowing him to convey
complex ideas within a short span.

Use of Symbolism

Symbolism plays a crucial role in deepening the story’s impact. Objects,
settings, or even character names may carry symbolic weight, reflecting
internal states or broader social commentary. For instance, a particular item
might symbolize the protagonist’s lost innocence or the societal expectations
they face.

Recognizing these symbols enriches the reading experience and reveals
Fitzgerald’s skill in layering meaning beneath the surface.

Dialogue and Internal Monologue

The story often employs sharp, evocative dialogue that reveals character
motivations and emotional undercurrents. Additionally, Fitzgerald uses
internal monologues to provide insight into the protagonist’s psyche, making
their struggles feel intimate and authentic.

This combination helps the reader connect deeply with the narrative despite
its brevity.

Why “The Sensible Thing” Still Matters Today

Though written nearly a century ago, “The Sensible Thing” touches on
universal themes that remain relevant in modern life. Its exploration of
choice, societal pressure, and emotional conflict resonates with readers
navigating their own complex worlds.

Lessons on Decision-Making



One takeaway from the story is the importance of self-awareness when making
decisions. Fitzgerald suggests that what is deemed “sensible” by others may
not align with one’s true self. This encourages readers to consider their
values and feelings carefully rather than blindly following external
expectations.

Reflection on Social Norms

The story also invites reflection on how social norms influence behavior. In
today’'s context, where individual expression is more valued yet still
constrained by various pressures, Fitzgerald’s critique feels especially
pertinent. It serves as a reminder to question whose interests these norms
serve.

Appreciating Fitzgerald’s Short Fiction

For fans of Fitzgerald or those new to his work, “The Sensible Thing” offers
an accessible entry point into his themes and style without the commitment of
a novel. Exploring his short stories can deepen appreciation for his literary
contributions and the era he depicted.

Tips for Analyzing “The Sensible Thing”

If you're studying this story or simply want to get more out of it, here are
some helpful tips:

* Focus on Character Motivations: Pay attention to what drives the
protagonist’s choices and how they justify their decisions.

e Identify Symbols: Look for recurring objects, colors, or phrases that
might carry deeper meaning.

e Consider Historical Context: Understanding the Jazz Age’s social
dynamics can provide insight into the story’'s setting and conflicts.

e Reflect on Themes: Think about how the themes relate to your own
experiences or contemporary society.

e Analyze the Ending: The conclusion often holds the key to the story’s
message, so consider its tone and implications carefully.

Engaging with the story on these levels transforms it from a simple narrative



into a rich exploration of human nature.

Exploring “The Sensible Thing” by F. Scott Fitzgerald reveals a delicate
balance between social expectation and personal desire, reason and emotion,
security and risk. The story’s enduring appeal lies in its subtle portrayal
of these tensions, inviting readers to ponder the choices they make and the
forces that shape them. Whether you’re a student, literature enthusiast, or
casual reader, diving into this work offers a rewarding glimpse into
Fitzgerald’s literary brilliance and the timeless dilemmas of the human
heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Sensible Thing' by
F. Scott Fitzgerald?

The central theme of 'The Sensible Thing' revolves around the conflict
between societal expectations and personal desires, highlighting the
consequences of choosing practicality over passion.

Can you provide a brief summary of 'The Sensible
Thing' by F. Scott Fitzgerald?

'The Sensible Thing' tells the story of a protagonist who opts for a
practical and socially acceptable choice in life, sacrificing emotional
fulfillment. The narrative explores the resulting inner turmoil and the
impact of conforming to societal norms.

How does F. Scott Fitzgerald portray the
protagonist's decision in 'The Sensible Thing'?

Fitzgerald portrays the protagonist's decision as a compromise that leads to
a sense of loss and regret, illustrating the tension between doing what is
considered 'sensible' and following one's true feelings.

What literary techniques does Fitzgerald use in 'The
Sensible Thing' to convey its message?

Fitzgerald employs symbolism, irony, and a reflective narrative style in 'The
Sensible Thing' to emphasize the protagonist's internal conflict and critique
societal pressures.

Why is 'The Sensible Thing' still relevant to



readers today?

‘The Sensible Thing' remains relevant because it addresses universal themes
of choice, conformity, and the pursuit of happiness, which continue to
resonate in modern society where individuals often struggle between
practicality and personal fulfillment.

Additional Resources
The Sensible Thing F Scott Fitzgerald Summary: An In-Depth Exploration

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary traces the contours of one of
the lesser-known yet deeply insightful short stories penned by the iconic
American author. F. Scott Fitzgerald, celebrated for his acute observations
of the Jazz Age and its complexities, ventures in this narrative to explore
themes of morality, social expectations, and human nature. This article aims
to provide a comprehensive and analytical overview of "The Sensible Thing,"
unpacking its plot, thematic elements, and enduring relevance while embedding
relevant keyword variants for enhanced discoverability.

Understanding the Narrative Framework of "The
Sensible Thing"

At its core, "The Sensible Thing" revolves around a conflict between personal
desire and societal norms, a recurring motif in Fitzgerald’'s oeuvre. The
story’s protagonist grapples with decisions that reflect the tension between
emotional impulses and rational choices. Through this lens, Fitzgerald
examines the often ambiguous line between what is deemed "sensible" and what
is authentic or heartfelt.

The narrative unfolds with a focus on the protagonist’s internal
deliberations, providing readers with an intimate view of the psychological
landscape underpinning the story. While the plot is straightforward, the
depth lies in Fitzgerald’s nuanced portrayal of character motivations and the
subtle critique of social conventions prevalent in early 20th-century
America.

Plot Summary and Key Developments

The story centers on a young man confronted with a dilemma that challenges
his values and sense of responsibility. He must decide whether to adhere to a
pragmatic course of action—the "sensible thing"—or to follow his emotional
instincts, which might lead to unpredictable consequences. This conflict is
accentuated through interactions with secondary characters who embody
contrasting worldviews, further complicating the protagonist's decision-



making process.

Fitzgerald’s concise yet evocative prose effectively captures the tension and
stakes involved. The resolution, while not overtly dramatic, leaves readers
contemplating the implications of choosing sensibility over passion or vice
versa. This open-endedness is characteristic of Fitzgerald’s narrative style,
inviting multiple interpretations.

Thematic Exploration in "The Sensible Thing"

One of the story’s most compelling aspects is its thematic richness. It
delves into:

e Rationality versus Emotion: The central theme explores the dichotomy
between logic-driven decisions and emotional authenticity, a universal
human experience.

e Social Expectations: Fitzgerald critiques the pressures exerted by
society on individuals to conform to predefined roles and behaviors,
often at the expense of personal happiness.

e Individual Morality: The narrative questions the nature of morality,
suggesting that what is "sensible" is not always synonymous with what is
ethically right or fulfilling.

These themes resonate strongly with Fitzgerald’s broader literary concerns,
aligning with his examination of the American Dream and the disillusionment
that frequently accompanies it.

Characterization and Symbolism

Fitzgerald employs subtle symbolism and precise characterization to enrich
the story. The protagonist’s internal conflict symbolizes the broader
societal struggle between tradition and change. Secondary characters often
represent societal archetypes—such as the pragmatic realist or the idealistic
dreamer—highlighting the spectrum of human responses to moral dilemmas.

Moreover, settings and objects within the story carry metaphorical weight.
For example, a particular setting might reflect the protagonist’s emotional
state or societal constraints, deepening the narrative’s subtext without
overt exposition.



Comparative Context: "The Sensible Thing"
Within Fitzgerald’s Body of Work

While "The Sensible Thing" may not be as widely discussed as Fitzgerald’s
seminal works like "The Great Gatsby" or "Tender Is the Night," it shares
thematic and stylistic affinities with these novels. Fitzgerald’'s exploration
of internal conflict, social critique, and the fragility of human aspirations
permeates this short story as well.

Compared to his longer works, the brevity of "The Sensible Thing" demands a

concentrated narrative focus. This economy of storytelling allows Fitzgerald
to distill his insights into a poignant vignette, making it a valuable study
in narrative efficiency and thematic clarity.

Stylistic Features and Literary Devices

Fitzgerald’s prose in "The Sensible Thing" is marked by its lyrical quality
and precise diction. His use of irony and understatement subtly underscores
the story’s central conflicts. The restrained tone contrasts with the
emotional turmoil experienced by the protagonist, enhancing the story’s
tension.

Additionally, Fitzgerald’s dialogue is crafted to reveal character traits and
social dynamics effectively. The interplay between spoken words and unspoken
thoughts invites readers to engage actively with the narrative, interpreting
the subtext and underlying motivations.

Relevance and Impact of "The Sensible Thing"
Today

Despite being written nearly a century ago, "The Sensible Thing" retains
contemporary relevance. Its exploration of the tension between societal
expectations and individual desires mirrors ongoing discussions in
psychology, ethics, and social sciences. The story's themes resonate in
modern contexts where people frequently face dilemmas balancing personal
fulfillment with external pressures.

From an educational perspective, "The Sensible Thing f scott fitzgerald
summary" is a useful resource for students and scholars examining early 20th-
century American literature and the evolution of narrative forms. It offers
insight into Fitzgerald’s developmental trajectory as a writer and his
enduring preoccupations.



Pros and Cons of the Story's Narrative Approach

e Pros: The story's concise structure and rich thematic layers make it
accessible yet thought-provoking. Fitzgerald’s nuanced character
development fosters empathy and critical reflection.

e Cons: Some readers might find the open-ended resolution unsatisfying,
craving a more definitive conclusion. Additionally, the subtlety of
symbolism may require attentive reading to fully appreciate.

These elements contribute to the story’s complexity and its capacity to
provoke diverse interpretations.

In summary, "The Sensible Thing" embodies F. Scott Fitzgerald’s skillful
melding of narrative economy and thematic depth. Its exploration of moral
ambiguity and social constraints continues to engage readers and scholars
alike, affirming Fitzgerald’s place as a keen observer of the human
condition.
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the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Sensible Thing Illustrated Francis
Fitzgerald, 2020-11-08 This 1924 short story borrows from the common plot and themes of
Fitzgerald's work. In this story, George O'Kelly, an aspiring engineer turned insurance salesman,
fights to recapture the love of Jonquil Cary. When George receives a letter from Jonquil that sounds
nervous George quits his insurance job and heads down to Tennessee to convince Jonquil of his love
for her. Upon arriving, George finds Jonquil in the company of two younger boys and he knows that
something is wrong.

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Sensible Thing Francis Scott
Fitzgerald, 2021-09-16 This 1924 brief tale acquires from the normal plot and topics of Fitzgerald's
work. In this story, George O'Kelly, a hopeful designer turned protection sales rep, battles to recover
the adoration for Jonquil Cary. At the point when George gets a letter from Jonquil that sounds
apprehensive George stops his protection work and heads down to Tennessee to persuade Jonquil
regarding his adoration for her. After showing up, George discovers Jonquil in the organization of
two more youthful young men and he realizes that something isn't right. After their separation,
George passes on Tennessee to get the bits of his life. We return to George longer than a year after
the fact as he returns to see Jonquil once more. The years have regarded George - he is tan,
fashionable and fruitful. At the point when the two rejoin, things have changed.

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: Critical Companion to F. Scott Fitzgerald
Mary Jo Tate, 2007 The Great Gatsby and its criticism of American society during the 1920s, F. Scott
Fitzgerald claimed the distinction of writing what many consider to be the great American novel.
Critical Companion to F.

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: »The Sensible Thing« F. Scott Fitzgerald,
2024 » >The Sensible Thing« « is a short story by F. Scott Fitzgerald, originally published in 1924. F.
SCOTT FITZGERALD [1896-1940] was an American author, born in St. Paul, Minnesota. His
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legendary marriage to Zelda Montgomery, along with their acquaintances with notable figures such
as Gertrude Stein and Ernest Hemingway, and their lifestyle in 1920s Paris, has become iconic. A
master of the short story genre, it is logical that his most famous novel is also his shortest: The Great
Gatsby [1925].

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: G.K. Hall Bibliographic Guide to Theatre
Arts New York Public Library. Research Libraries, 2003

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Short Stories of F. Scott Fitzgerald
Jackson R. Bryer, 1982 Contains ten general essays on Fitzgerald's short stories and 12 essays on
individual stories -- all original and not reprinted -- to which is added an appendix, a checklist of
criticism of the stories arranged under seven headings. Contributors include: Carlos Baker, Scott
Donaldson, Kenneth E. Eble, Sheldon Grebstein, John Kuehl and Richard Lehan. ISBN 0-299-09080-9
: $30.00; ISBN 0-299-09084-1 : $7.95 (pbk.).

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Sensible Thing (Illustrated) Francis
Fitzgerald, 2021-04-06 This 1924 short story borrows from the common plot and themes of
Fitzgerald's work. In this story, George O'Kelly, an aspiring engineer turned insurance salesman,
fights to recapture the love of Jonquil Cary. When George receives a letter from Jonquil that sounds
nervous George quits his insurance job and heads down to Tennessee to convince Jonquil of his love
for her. Upon arriving, George finds Jonquil in the company of two younger boys and he knows that
something is wrong. After their break-up, George leaves Tennessee to pick up the pieces of his life.
We return to George over a year later as he comes back to see Jonquil again. The years have been
good to George - he is tan, well dressed and successful. When the two reunite, things have changed.

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Sensible Thing (Illustrated) Francis
Scott Key Fitzgerald, 2020-11-05 This 1924 short story borrows from the common plot and themes of
Fitzgerald's work. In this story, George O'Kelly, an aspiring engineer turned insurance salesman,
fights to recapture the love of Jonquil Cary. When George receives a letter from Jonquil that sounds
nervous George quits his insurance job and heads down to Tennessee to convince Jonquil of his love
for her. Upon arriving, George finds Jonquil in the company of two younger boys and he knows that
something is wrong. After their break-up, George leaves Tennessee to pick up the pieces of his life.
We return to George over a year later as he comes back to see Jonquil again. The years have been
good to George - he is tan, well dressed and successful. When the two reunite, things have changed.

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Stories of F. Scott Fitzgerald Francis
Scott Fitzgerald, 1951 A collection of short stories written by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Sensible Thing F. Scott Fitzgerald,
1924-07-08 There are all kinds of love in the world, but never the same love twice. -F. Scott
Fitzgerald, The Sensible Thing (1924) The Sensible Thing (1924) by F. Scott Fitzgerald was
originally published in the weekly magazine Liberty and is based on the early lives of Fitzgerald and
his wife, Zelda. Main character George does not have enough money to marry his sweetheart
Jonquil, and the relationship ends; they had done the sensible thing. However, a romantic spirit
lingers throughout the story when the two continue to meet. The interwoven themes of lack of
money and the passion of young love are what Fitzgerald crafts so successfully. This story is a
must-read for all who desire a melancholy romance.

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: Films and Other Materials for Projection
Library of Congress, 1973

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Sensible Thing Francis Fitzgerald,
2017-10-23 This 1924 short story borrows from the common plot and themes of Fitzgerald's work. In
this story, George O'Kelly, an aspiring engineer turned insurance salesman, fights to recapture the
love of Jonquil Cary. When George receives a letter from Jonquil that sounds nervous George quits
his insurance job and heads down to Tennessee to convince Jonquil of his love for her. Upon arriving,
George finds Jonquil in the company of two younger boys and he knows that something is wrong.
After their break-up, George leaves Tennessee to pick up the pieces of his life. We return to George
over a year later as he comes back to see Jonquil again. The years have been good to George - he is



tan, well dressed and successful. When the two reunite, things have changed.

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: National Union Catalog, 1973

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Complete Short Stories, Essays, and a
Play, Volume 1 F. Scott Fitzgerald, 2004-04-05 The first comprehensive collection of F. Scott
Fitzgerald's short stories and essays is now available in eBook only. This definitive edition pulls
together the complete works from such celebrated titles as Tales of the Jazz Age, Babylon Revisited,
Flappers and Philosophers, and many others. For the first time ever, readers will have all of the
short stories and essays ordered chronologically in two volumes. Volume one contains the works
from 1916 to 1927, including the out-of-print play, The Vegetable. Each volume also includes photos,
critical excerpts, and essays from noted Fitzgerald scholars. This is a treasure for any Fitzgerald fan.

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: Library of Congress Catalogs Library of
Congress, 1974

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: Classes on F. Scott Fitzgerald Matthew
Joseph Bruccoli, 2001

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Literary Digest International Book
Review Clifford Smyth, 1925

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: The Literary Digest International Book
Review, 1926

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: Book Review Digest , 1927

the sensible thing f scott fitzgerald summary: Literary Digest International Book Review
Clifford Smyth, 1926
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