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Soldiers of the English Civil War: Life, Roles, and Legacy

soldiers of the english civil war played a crucial role in shaping one of the
most turbulent periods in British history. The mid-17th century conflict
between the Royalists, who supported King Charles I, and the
Parliamentarians, who sought to limit his powers, was not just a clash of
ideologies but a brutal confrontation on the battlefield. Understanding the
lives, equipment, and experiences of these soldiers offers fascinating
insights into how warfare evolved and how ordinary men were transformed into
fighters whose actions influenced the future of England.

The Context of the English Civil War

Before diving into the specifics of the soldiers themselves, it’s important
to grasp the broader context of the English Civil War. The conflict occurred
between 1642 and 1651, a time marked by political upheaval, religious
tension, and social change. The war wasn’t simply a battle of armies; it was
a struggle over governance, religion, and the very nature of power in
England.

Who Were the Soldiers?

The soldiers of the English Civil War came from various social backgrounds.
Unlike later professional armies, both the Royalist and Parliamentarian
forces were made up primarily of common men—peasants, tradesmen, and some
gentry—who took up arms for causes they believed in or for the promise of pay
and plunder.

Many soldiers were conscripted or volunteered as local militias transformed
into organized regiments. The Parliamentarian side was particularly known for
recruiting from more urban and Puritan populations, while the Royalists often
drew support from rural areas and the aristocracy.

Life as a Soldier in the English Civil War

Understanding the day-to-day existence of these soldiers reveals much about
their hardships and motivations.

Training and Discipline

Unlike modern armies, soldiers in the English Civil War had limited formal
training. Early in the conflict, many soldiers were poorly trained and
equipped, leading to chaotic battles. Over time, Parliament’s New Model Army
revolutionized military practice in England by introducing rigorous training,
discipline, and merit-based promotion. This professional approach gave their
soldiers an edge over many Royalist troops, who often suffered from
inconsistent leadership and supply issues.



Equipment and Weaponry

The soldiers of the English Civil War were armed with a mix of traditional
and contemporary weapons. Infantrymen typically carried muskets, pikes, and
sometimes swords. Musketeers were essential for ranged combat but had slow
reload times, which made pikemen valuable for close protection.

Cavalry units, which played a critical role in battle tactics, were armed
with swords and pistols. Armor was still used but was becoming less common
due to the increasing effectiveness of firearms.

Daily Challenges and Hardships

Life for these soldiers was harsh. Campaigns involved long marches, poor food
supplies, and exposure to the elements. Disease was rampant and often more
deadly than combat itself. Soldiers faced the constant threat of injury or
death, but also the psychological strain of fighting against neighbors and
sometimes even family members.

Roles and Types of Soldiers in the English
Civil War

The composition of armies during the English Civil War was diverse, with
different types of soldiers fulfilling specific roles on the battlefield.

Infantry

Infantry formed the backbone of both armies. These foot soldiers wielded
muskets and pikes, making them versatile in both ranged and melee combat.
Pike and shot formations became a hallmark of the warfare style during this
period, blending the strengths of both weapon types.

Cavalry

Cavalry units were more mobile and often used for flanking maneuvers,
charges, and reconnaissance. The Royalist cavalry was known for its
traditional style of fighting, while Parliamentarian cavalry, especially
under leaders like Oliver Cromwell, adopted more disciplined and innovative
tactics.

Artillerymen

Though less numerous, artillerymen operated cannons and other siege weapons.
Their role was vital in breaking enemy fortifications and providing support
during open battles. However, moving and supplying artillery was logistically
challenging in the 17th century.



The Impact of the Soldiers on the Outcome

The effectiveness of the soldiers directly influenced the war’s outcome. The
New Model Army, established by Parliament in 1645, was a turning point. This
professional force introduced standardized training, better pay, and a
promotion system based on merit rather than birth or wealth. These changes
boosted morale and efficiency, making Parliamentarian soldiers formidable
opponents.

Royalist soldiers, often fighting for loyalty to the king and traditional
hierarchies, sometimes lacked the cohesion and resources of their
adversaries. However, many Royalist troops demonstrated great bravery and
skill, making battles fiercely contested.

Motivations and Morale

Understanding why these men fought deepens our appreciation of their efforts.
For many, religion was a powerful motivator—Puritans on the Parliamentarian
side sought to defend their faith, while Royalists often fought to preserve
the established Church of England.

Economic factors also played a role. Soldiers hoped for loot, land, or simply
steady pay to support their families. The shared hardships of camp life and
battle created bonds that sustained morale, even in the darkest moments.

The Legacy of the Soldiers of the English Civil
War

The soldiers of the English Civil War left an enduring legacy, not only
influencing military tactics and organization but also shaping English
society.

Military Innovations

The war accelerated the transition from feudal levies to professional
standing armies. The New Model Army’s success inspired future military
reforms, emphasizing training, discipline, and meritocracy.

Social and Political Change

Many soldiers returned home changed by their experiences, bringing new ideas
about authority and governance. The war’s upheaval paved the way for
constitutional changes and the eventual establishment of parliamentary
democracy in England.



Commemoration and Historical Memory

Today, the soldiers of the English Civil War are remembered through
reenactments, historical societies, and literature. Their stories offer
valuable lessons about loyalty, courage, and the human cost of conflict.

Understanding the Human Side of War

While battles and leaders often dominate historical narratives, it’s the
personal stories of the soldiers of the English Civil War that bring the era
to life. Their sacrifices, struggles, and resilience remind us that history
is shaped by individuals as much as by events.

Whether marching through muddy fields or standing in smoke-filled battle
lines, these men endured hardships unimaginable to most of us today.
Appreciating their experiences enriches our understanding of the English
Civil War and its profound impact on the modern world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the main groups of soldiers in the English
Civil War?

The main groups of soldiers were the Royalists (Cavaliers), who supported
King Charles I, and the Parliamentarians (Roundheads), who supported the
Parliament of England.

What types of soldiers made up the armies during the
English Civil War?

Armies consisted of infantry, cavalry, and artillery units. Infantry soldiers
were often musketeers and pikemen, cavalry were horsemen skilled in charges
and flanking, and artillerymen operated cannons and other siege weapons.

How were soldiers recruited for the English Civil
War?

Soldiers were recruited through a combination of voluntary enlistment,
conscription (militia levies), and sometimes impressment. Both sides raised
armies from local militias, volunteers, and professional soldiers.

What weapons did soldiers of the English Civil War
commonly use?

Common weapons included muskets, pikes, swords, and pistols. Cavalry used
swords and pistols, while infantry musketeers relied on matchlock or
flintlock muskets alongside pikemen who used long spears.



What was the typical training and discipline like for
soldiers in the English Civil War?

Training varied widely; some soldiers were experienced veterans, while many
were poorly trained militia. Discipline was often strict, especially in
Parliamentarian New Model Army, which emphasized regular drill and order.

What role did the New Model Army play in the English
Civil War?

The New Model Army was a highly organized and disciplined Parliamentarian
force formed in 1645. It was instrumental in defeating Royalist forces due to
its professionalism, training, and merit-based leadership.

How did soldiers’ loyalties impact the English Civil
War?

Soldiers' loyalties were influenced by political, religious, and regional
affiliations. Many fought out of loyalty to their local lord, religious
beliefs, or political convictions, which affected morale and the conduct of
the war.

What were the living conditions like for soldiers
during the English Civil War?

Living conditions were harsh; soldiers faced poor food, inadequate shelter,
disease, and exposure to the elements. Campaigns were physically demanding,
and medical care was rudimentary at best.

Additional Resources
Soldiers of the English Civil War: A Comprehensive Analysis of Their Roles,
Equipment, and Impact

soldiers of the english civil war played a pivotal role in shaping one of the
most tumultuous periods in British history. The English Civil War, spanning
from 1642 to 1651, was not only a conflict of ideologies between monarchy and
parliament but also a profound transformation in military tactics,
organization, and the social composition of armies. Understanding the
soldiers who fought in this war provides valuable insight into the nature of
17th-century warfare, the political climate of the era, and the enduring
legacy left by these combatants.

The Composition and Recruitment of Soldiers

The armies during the English Civil War were a complex amalgamation of
professional soldiers, conscripts, and volunteers. Both the Royalists, loyal
to King Charles I, and the Parliamentarians, who opposed royal absolutism,
relied on different recruitment methods and troop compositions that reflected
their political and social bases.



Royalist Forces

The Royalist soldiers generally comprised members of the gentry, nobles, and
their retainers. Many were experienced cavalrymen, as the Royalist cause
attracted individuals who valued traditional hierarchies and chivalric codes.
The Royalists also drew upon mercenaries and foreign auxiliaries,
particularly from Ireland and continental Europe, supplementing their forces
with seasoned fighters.

Parliamentarian Forces

Conversely, the Parliamentarian soldiers included a significant number of
infantrymen recruited from towns and rural areas with strong Puritan and
merchant class influences. The Parliamentarian army evolved into the New
Model Army by 1645, a highly disciplined and professional force with
meritocratic promotion and standardized training. This army was revolutionary
in its organization and contributed significantly to the Parliamentarian
victories.

Military Equipment and Armament

The soldiers of the English Civil War were equipped according to their roles,
economic status, and the availability of resources. The war is notable for
the transition from medieval to early modern warfare, with a blend of
traditional weapons and emerging firearms.

Infantry Weapons

Infantrymen commonly carried muskets and pikes. Musketeers were armed with
matchlock or flintlock muskets, which, despite slow reload times, offered
significant firepower. Pikemen, wielding long spears up to 18 feet in length,
protected musketeers from cavalry charges. The interplay between these two
types of infantry was critical in battlefield tactics.

Cavalry Armaments

Cavalry units were typically equipped with swords, pistols, and carbines.
Royalist cavalry, often composed of aristocratic horsemen, favored heavy
armor and aggressive charges, while Parliamentarian horsemen emphasized
mobility and firepower. The contrast in cavalry tactics reflected broader
strategic differences between the two sides.

Training, Discipline, and Tactical Innovations

One of the defining characteristics of soldiers during the English Civil War
was the varying levels of training and discipline across units, which
directly influenced the outcome of battles.



The New Model Army’s Professionalism

The New Model Army, formed by Parliament in 1645, represented a significant
advancement in military professionalism. Soldiers were subject to rigorous
drilling, strict discipline, and a merit-based command structure. This
contrasted with earlier militias and Royalist forces, which often suffered
from inconsistent training and leadership based on social rank rather than
competence.

Tactical Developments

Soldiers adapted to changing battlefield conditions by integrating
coordinated musket volleys with pike formations, employing combined arms
tactics that increased battlefield effectiveness. Cavalry tactics evolved as
well, with Parliamentarian horsemen adopting more flexible formations and
utilizing firearms more effectively during charges.

Living Conditions and Morale

The daily lives of soldiers in the English Civil War were marked by hardship,
uncertainty, and fluctuating morale, factors that significantly influenced
their combat performance and allegiance.

Camp Life and Logistics

Soldiers often endured poor living conditions, including inadequate shelter,
limited food supplies, and exposure to harsh weather. Disease and
malnutrition were common, sometimes causing more casualties than combat.
Supply chains were inconsistent, particularly for Royalist forces, who
struggled with resource scarcity as the war progressed.

Motivations and Beliefs

Many soldiers were motivated by religious convictions, political beliefs, or
personal loyalty. For instance, Puritan soldiers fighting for Parliament were
driven by a sense of divine mission, while Royalist soldiers often saw
themselves as defenders of traditional monarchy and social order.
Understanding these motivations is crucial to analyzing the cohesion and
morale within the respective armies.

Impact and Legacy of the Soldiers

The soldiers of the English Civil War not only influenced the immediate
military outcomes but also left an enduring impact on British military and
social history.



Military Professionalism and Reform

The innovations in training, organization, and tactics introduced during the
war laid the groundwork for modern professional armies in Britain. The New
Model Army’s meritocratic principles challenged the traditional reliance on
aristocratic command and set precedents for future military reform.

Social and Political Consequences

The participation of common soldiers in a conflict that questioned royal
authority contributed to shifts in political consciousness and social
structures. Veterans of the war often became politically active, influencing
the Commonwealth period and subsequent developments in English governance.

Key Battles and Soldier Experiences

Analyzing the experiences of soldiers in major battles provides a clearer
picture of their roles and challenges during the conflict.

Battle of Naseby (1645)

The Battle of Naseby was a decisive Parliamentarian victory, largely due to
the discipline and coordination of the New Model Army soldiers. Infantry
musketeers and pikemen maintained formation under heavy fire, while cavalry
executed flanking maneuvers, showcasing the effectiveness of combined arms
tactics.

Battle of Edgehill (1642)

Edgehill, the first pitched battle of the war, revealed the limitations of
inexperienced troops on both sides. Soldiers struggled with command confusion
and inconsistent discipline, resulting in an inconclusive battle. This
engagement underscored the necessity for better-trained and organized forces.

Comparative Analysis: English Civil War
Soldiers vs. Continental Armies

The soldiers of the English Civil War operated in a broader European context
marked by the Thirty Years’ War and evolving military doctrines.

Organization: English forces, particularly the New Model Army, were
ahead in adopting merit-based leadership compared to many European
armies still entrenched in aristocratic traditions.

Equipment: While English soldiers used similar muskets and pikes to
continental counterparts, the scale of artillery and siege warfare was



generally less pronounced in the English conflict.

Motivation: Religious and political motivations were deeply intertwined
in England, whereas continental soldiers often fought primarily for
mercenary pay or dynastic loyalty.

This comparative perspective highlights the unique characteristics of English
Civil War soldiers within the broader evolution of early modern warfare.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the
Soldiers of the English Civil War

The soldiers of the English Civil War were more than mere participants in a
dynastic struggle; they were agents of military innovation, social change,
and political transformation. Their experiences illustrate the complexities
of 17th-century warfare and contribute to our understanding of how armed
conflict can reshape societies. As both instruments and influencers of
history, these soldiers remain a subject of enduring scholarly interest and
public fascination.
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  soldiers of the english civil war: Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin , 1991
  soldiers of the english civil war: A Military History of the English Civil War, 1642-1646
Malcolm Wanklyn, Frank Jones, 2005 A Military History of the English Civil War examines how the
civil war was won, who fought for whom, and why it ended. With a straightforward style and clear
chronology that enables readers to make their own judgements and pursue their own interests
further, this original history provides a thorough critique of the reasons that have been cited for
Parliament's victory and the King's defeat in 1645/46. It discusses the strategic options of the
Parliamentary and Royalist commanders and councils of war and analyses the decisions they made,
arguing that the King's faulty command structure was more responsible for his defeat than Sir
Thomas Fairfax's strategic flair. It also argues that the way that resources were used, rather than
the resources themselves, explain why the war ended when it did.
  soldiers of the english civil war: All the King's Armies Stuart Reid, 2007-08-01 On 23
September 1642 Prince Rupert’s cavalry triumphed outside Worcester in the first major clash on the
English Civil War. Almost precisely nine years later, on 3 September 1651, that war was won by
Oliver Cromwell’s famous Ironsides outside the same city and in part upon the same ground.Stuart
Reid provides a detailed yet readable new military history – the first to be published for over twenty
years – of the three conflicts between 1642 and 1651 known as the English Civil War.Prince Rupert,
Oliver Cromwell Patrick Ruthven, Alexander Leslie and Sir Thomas Fairfax all play their parts in this
fast-moving narrative.At the heart of the book are fresh interpretations, not only of the key battles
such as Marston Moor in 1644, but also of the technical and economic factors which helped shape
strategy and tactics, making this a truly comprehensive study of one of the most famous conflicts in
British history.This book is a must for all historians and enthusiasts of seventeenth-century English
history.
  soldiers of the english civil war: Soldiers and Strangers Mark Stoyle, 2005-01-01 The Civil
War fought between Charles I and his Parliament is one of the most momentous conflicts in English
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history. This book provides a wholly new perspective by revealing the extent to which the struggle
possessed an ethnic dimension, and the impact of that on the forging of English national identity.
Stoyle reveals the acute fear of foreign invasion that gripped England after 1640, when the insular
English were placed on the brink of what they perceived as a national emergency. Stoyle sets the
creation of the New Model Army within that context, arguing that its appearance represented the
culmination of a campaign by Oliver Cromwell and others to forge a purely English military
instrument, one purged of the foreign solders who had been so prominent in earlier Parliamentarian
armies. This self-consciously English army eventually succeeded in wresting back control of the
kingdom by defeating the king's forces, re-conquering Cornwall and Wales, and expelling all foreign
agents.
  soldiers of the english civil war: The English Civil War Armies Peter Young, 2012-08-20 The
year 1642 witnessed the outbreak of the first English Civil War, which saw Royalist troops loyal to
King Charles fight the Parliamentarians in several major battles and many sieges. Peter Young
explores the tactics, equipment and organisation of the armies of both sides, drawing a compelling
picture of what it must have been like for the men who lived and fought in England over 350 years
ago. Chapters on fighting, cavalry, infantry, artillery and discipline examine the subject in depth,
with many contemporary accounts, such as those of Royalist Captain, Richard Atkyns, who served in
one of the most 'active' regiments of the war.
  soldiers of the english civil war: Civil Wars In Britain, 1640-1646: Military Revolution
On Campaign Major Bradley T. Gericke, 2014-08-15 The military organization of nation states and
their employment of armies are central aspects of early modern European history. The seventeenth
century was particularly a period of transformation that witnessed drastic change in armies’
preparation for and execution of military campaigns. To date, historians have tended to overlook
military development as it occurred in the British Isles. Yet Britain offers the historian an interesting
subject for the examination of first, how emerging ideas of military organization, doctrine, and
strategy were transmitted from the European continent; and second, how British soldiers
demonstrated their familiarity with contemporary military practice through the conduct of
campaigns. The evidence of military publications within Britain, as well as the experience of British
soldiers overseas, indicates that English and Scottish soldiers grappled with the important tenets of
the continental military revolution. The campaign strategies employed by British military
commanders during the Second Bishops’ War of 1640 and the English Civil War of 1642-1646 were
undoubtedly complex and reflective of the confused political conditions of the period. Nonetheless,
British soldiers attempted to fight and to win using a contemporary, thoroughly European
understanding of warfare.
  soldiers of the english civil war: Soldiers of the English Civil War (1) Keith Roberts,
1989-09-28 Osprey's survey of British soldiers during the English Civil War (1642-1651) period.
When civil war erupted in England in 1642, it quickly involved every level of society throughout the
British Isles. On one side the King and his supporters fought for traditional government in Church
and State. On the other, the supporters of Parliament sought radical changes in religion and
economic policy, and a greater share of power at the national level. This is the first of two volumes in
the Elite series exploring the recruitment, organisation, and tactics of the soldiers of the English
Civil War. This book opens with an account of the origins of the military theory used by both sides,
before discussing the weapons, logistics and management of the infantry throughout the Civil War
campaign.
  soldiers of the english civil war: The English Civil War Peter Gaunt, 2014 Sir, God hath taken
away your eldest son by a cannon shot. It brake his leg. We were necessitated to have it cut off,
whereof he died.' In one of the most famous and moving letters of the Civil War, Oliver Cromwell
told his brother-in-law that on 2 July 1644 Parliament had won an emphatic victory over a Royalist
army commanded by King Charles I's nephew, Prince Rupert, on rolling moorland west of York. But
that battle, Marston Moor, had also slain his own nephew, the recipient's firstborn. In this vividly
narrated history of the deadly conflict that engulfed the nation during the 1640s, Peter Gaunt shows



that, with the exception of World War I, the death-rate was higher than any other contest in which
Britain has participated. Numerous towns and villages were garrisoned, attacked, damaged or
wrecked. The landscape was profoundly altered. Yet amidst all the blood and killing, the fighting was
also a catalyst for profound social change and innovation. Charting major battles, raids and
engagements, the author uses rich contemporary accounts to explore the life-changing experience of
war for those involved, whether musketeers at Cheriton, dragoons at Edgehill or Cromwell's
disciplined Ironsides at Naseby (1645).--Bloomsbury Publishing.
  soldiers of the english civil war: Sieges of the English Civil Wars John Barratt, 2009-06-25
Sieges determined the course of the English Civil Wars, yet they receive scant attention. In contrast,
the major set-piece battles are repeatedly analyzed and reassessed. As a result our understanding of
the conflict, and of its outcome, is incomplete. John Barratt, in this lucid and perceptive account,
makes the siege the focal point of his study. As well as looking at the theory and practice of siege
warfare and fortification, he considers the often-devastating human impact. Using a selection of
graphic examples, he shows how siege warfare could ruin the lives of the soldiers - and the civilians -
caught up in it.He examines in detail a dozen sieges, using a combination of eyewitness accounts,
other contemporary sources, archaeological surveys, and other modern research. His study provides
a detailed and vivid reconstruction of these often neglected episodes of civil war history.
  soldiers of the english civil war: The English Civil War, 1642-1651 Philip J. Haythornthwaite,
1983
  soldiers of the english civil war: Soldiers of the English Civil War (1) Keith Roberts,
1989-09-28 Osprey's survey of British soldiers during the English Civil War (1642-1651) period.
When civil war erupted in England in 1642, it quickly involved every level of society throughout the
British Isles. On one side the King and his supporters fought for traditional government in Church
and State. On the other, the supporters of Parliament sought radical changes in religion and
economic policy, and a greater share of power at the national level. This is the first of two volumes in
the Elite series exploring the recruitment, organisation, and tactics of the soldiers of the English
Civil War. This book opens with an account of the origins of the military theory used by both sides,
before discussing the weapons, logistics and management of the infantry throughout the Civil War
campaign.
  soldiers of the english civil war: Soldiers of the English Civil War (2) John Tincey, 1990-01-25
Osprey's examination of the British cavalry during the English Civil War (1642-1651). In March
1642, King Charles I, believing that Parliament had gone too far when it issued the Grand
Remonstrace, moved to arrest John Pym and four other leaders. That summer Parliament, fearing
military action, tried to seize control of the army by issuing orders for soldiers to report to
Parliamentary, rather than royal, representatives. The King countered by ordering the bill ignored
and raised his own army. Some turned out for the King, some for Parliament, and so the war started.
This book examines how the cavalry soldiers of 1642 expected to fight the Civil Wars, and how
experience changed their ideas.
  soldiers of the english civil war: English Civil War, 1642-1651 Philip John Haythornthwaite,
1995
  soldiers of the english civil war: A Military History of the English Civil War Malcolm
Wanklyn, Frank Jones, 2014-07-10 A Military History of the English Civil War examines how the civil
war was won, who fought for whom, and why it ended. With a straightforward style and clear
chronology that enables readers to make their own judgements and pursue their own interests
further, this original history provides a thorough critique of the reasons that have been cited for
Parliament's victory and the King's defeat in 1645/46. It discusses the strategic options of the
Parliamentary and Royalist commanders and councils of war and analyses the decisions they made,
arguing that the King’s faulty command structure was more responsible for his defeat than Sir
Thomas Fairfax's strategic flair. It also argues that the way that resources were used, rather than
the resources themselves, explain why the war ended when it did.
  soldiers of the english civil war: The Civil Wars John Philipps Kenyon, Jane H. Ohlmeyer, John



Stephen Morrill, 1998 This beautifully illustrated military history of the British and Irish Civil Wars
offers an integrated account of the conflict that engulfed the kingdoms ruled by Charles I after 1638.
On one hand, it studies the interaction between the Stuart kingdoms, comparing and contrasting
their wartime experiences; on the other, it outlines the various civil wars which were fought in
Scotland, Ireland, and England during the 1640s. Throughout the text, contributors examine how
troops were raised, trained, clothed, armed, fed, and paid; the strategies adopted by the
protagonists fighting in the various theatres of war; and the tactics used by their generals in combat.
What role did siege warfare play in shaping the course of events? What contribution did seapower
make to the conduct of combat on land? What impact did ten years of brutal conflict have on the
populations of England, Ireland, and Scotland--especially on the women and children? Such are the
questions this book aims to answer.
  soldiers of the english civil war: The English Civil War Diane Purkiss, 2009-03-25 In this
compelling history of the violent struggle between the monarchy and Parliament that tore apart
seventeenth-century England, a rising star among British historians sheds new light on the people
who fought and died through those tumultuous years. Drawing on exciting new sources, including
letters, memoirs, ballads, plays, illustrations, and even cookbooks, Diane Purkiss creates a rich and
nuanced portrait of this turbulent era. The English Civil War’s dramatic consequences-rejecting the
divine right monarchy in favor of parliamentary rule-continue to influence our lives, and in this
colorful narrative, Purkiss vividly brings to life the history that changed the course of Western
government.
  soldiers of the english civil war: Religious Instruction for Soldiers in the First English Civil
War, 1642–1646 Antti Taipale, 2025-07-14 This monograph examines religion in the first English
Civil War as a tool for war both in instructing soldiers and portraying the enemy. It argues that thus
far, the remarkable differences between the teaching of Parliamentarian and Royalist ministers to
their respective armies have gone largely unnoticed. Relying on the methodologies of intellectual
history combined with a comparative approach, it offers a new interpretation of soldiers’ religious
radicalism and highlights differences between the armies’ spiritual edification. Hence, it contributes
significantly to the history of the Wars of the Three Kingdoms and to the study of political
radicalisation leading up to the regicide of Charles I. Moreover, it offers a detailed study of the ways
in which religion was used as a tool for war in the early modern period. The role of religion has often
been at the centre of historiography of the Wars of the Three Kingdoms (1639-1653). This
prominence has culminated in the stereotypical character of a godly Puritan soldier, especially in
relation to the New Model Army. However, while there have been debates about the role and
importance of religion for the conduct and success of the armies, the theme of soldiers’ religious
instruction as a tool of advice and indoctrination has received less attention. The main aim of this
book is thus to rectify this lack in the historiographical mainstream and to set out a new significant
interpretation of the religious character of the Civil War.
  soldiers of the english civil war: Battle-scarred David J. Appleby, Andrew Hopper, 2018-07-31
Battle-scarred investigates the human costs of the British Civil Wars. Through a series of varied case
studies it examines the wartime experience of disease, burial, surgery and wounds, medicine,
hospitals, trauma, military welfare, widowhood, desertion, imprisonment and charity. The
percentage population loss in these conflicts was far higher than that of the two World Wars, which
renders the Civil Wars arguably the most unsettling experience the British people have ever
undergone. The volume explores its themes from new angles, demonstrating how military history
can broaden its perspective and reach out to new audiences.
  soldiers of the english civil war: The English Civil War Peter Gaunt, 2014-05-09 Sir, God hath
taken away your eldest son by a cannon shot. It brake his leg. We were necessitated to have it cut
off, whereof he died.' In one of the most famous and moving letters of the Civil War, Oliver Cromwell
told his brother-in-law that on 2 July 1644 Parliament had won an emphatic victory over a Royalist
army commanded by King Charles I's nephew, Prince Rupert, on rolling moorland west of York. But
that battle, Marston Moor, had also slain his own nephew, the recipient's firstborn. In this vividly



narrated history of the deadly conflict that engulfed the nation during the 1640s, Peter Gaunt shows
that, with the exception of World War I, the death-rate was higher than any other contest in which
Britain has participated. Numerous towns and villages were garrisoned, attacked, damaged or
wrecked. The landscape was profoundly altered. Yet amidst all the blood and killing, the fighting was
also a catalyst for profound social change and innovation. Charting major battles, raids and
engagements, the author uses rich contemporary accounts to explore the life-changing experience of
war for those involved, whether musketeers at Cheriton, dragoons at Edgehill or Cromwell's
disciplined Ironsides at Naseby (1645).
  soldiers of the english civil war: Scots Armies of the English Civil Wars Stuart Reid,
2012-11-20 In the summer of 1642 the First Civil War between king and parliament had broken out
in England. Initially both sides were confident of victory, but after the first campaigns ended in
stalemate they began looking for allies. The meddling of the Stuart Kings with Scotland's religious
traditions provoked the National Covenant, and later the Solemn League and Covenant. Yet many
Scots continued to support the King, and after his execution, his exiled son.This fine text by Stuart
Reid examines the Scots armies who fought in the English Civil Wars, and features numerous
illustrations and photographs, including full page colour plates by Graham Turner.
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