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History of the Philippines President: A Journey Through Leadership and Nation-Building

history of the philippines president is a fascinating tale that mirrors the country's complex
journey toward independence, democracy, and national identity. From the revolutionary leaders who
first declared the archipelago’s sovereignty to the contemporary figures shaping the nation’s future,
the presidency of the Philippines has evolved through dramatic political shifts, social changes, and
economic developments. Exploring this history offers valuable insights into how the office of the
president has influenced the Philippines’ path on the global stage.

The Birth of the Philippine Presidency

The concept of a presidency in the Philippines emerged during the late 19th century amid the
struggle against Spanish colonial rule. The country was under Spanish control for over three centuries,
and the desire for self-governance fueled revolutionary movements.

Emilio Aguinaldo and the First Philippine Republic

Emilio Aguinaldo is often regarded as the first president of the Philippines. In 1899, he became the
president of the First Philippine Republic, also known as the Malolos Republic, which marked the first
attempt to establish a sovereign Filipino government. Aguinaldo’s leadership was pivotal during the
Philippine Revolution against Spain and the subsequent conflict with the United States, which sought
to colonize the islands following the Spanish-American War.

Although the First Philippine Republic was short-lived, it laid the foundation for the idea of a Filipino-
led government and inspired future leaders to continue the pursuit of independence.

American Colonial Period and the Commonwealth Era

After the Philippine-American War, the United States took control of the Philippines, introducing a new
political system and preparing the country for eventual independence.

The Commonwealth Presidents

The Commonwealth of the Philippines was established in 1935 as a transitional government toward
full sovereignty, with Manuel L. Quezon as its first president. Quezon is often called the “Father of the
National Language” for promoting Filipino as a unifying language. His presidency focused on social
reforms, economic development, and preparing the country for self-rule.

Following Quezon’s death during World War II, Sergio Osmeña assumed the presidency and led the



country through the final years of the war and the initial post-war recovery.

Impact of World War II

The Japanese occupation disrupted the Commonwealth government, leading to a complicated period
where José P. Laurel headed a Japanese-sponsored government. While his presidency is controversial,
it highlights the complexities Philippine leaders faced during wartime occupation.

Post-Independence Presidents and the Republic Era

The Philippines gained full independence from the United States on July 4, 1946. Since then, the
presidency has been central to shaping the nation’s democratic institutions and policies.

Manuel Roxas and the Early Republic

Manuel Roxas was the first president of the independent Republic of the Philippines. His
administration focused on reconstruction after the devastation of World War II and establishing a
strong relationship with the United States through the Bell Trade Act and military agreements.

Ramon Magsaysay: The Champion of the Masses

Ramon Magsaysay, often remembered as one of the most beloved presidents, served from 1953 to
1957. His leadership style was characterized by close ties to the common people and aggressive
campaigns against the Hukbalahap insurgency. Magsaysay’s presidency is often cited as a model of
effective governance rooted in integrity and populist appeal.

Ferdinand Marcos and Martial Law

One of the most significant and controversial figures in Philippine presidential history is Ferdinand
Marcos, who served from 1965 to 1986. Marcos’ early years were marked by infrastructure
development and economic growth, but his declaration of Martial Law in 1972 led to authoritarian
rule, suppression of dissent, and widespread corruption.

Marcos’ regime lasted until the People Power Revolution of 1986, a peaceful uprising that restored
democracy and led to his exile.

The Modern Era: Democracy and Challenges

Following the fall of Marcos, the presidency entered a new phase focused on rebuilding democratic



institutions and addressing social issues.

Cory Aquino and the Restoration of Democracy

Corazon Aquino became the country’s first female president and symbolized the restoration of
democracy after years of dictatorship. Her administration worked to draft a new constitution, promote
civil liberties, and stabilize the economy.

Fidel V. Ramos and Economic Reforms

Ramos, president from 1992 to 1998, is credited with implementing economic reforms that improved
infrastructure, liberalized trade, and attracted foreign investment. His leadership helped the
Philippines recover from the previous decade’s political turmoil.

Joseph Estrada and Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

Joseph Estrada’s presidency ended abruptly due to corruption allegations and public protests. His
successor, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, faced her own controversies but focused on economic growth
and counterterrorism efforts during her time in office.

Recent Presidents and the Philippines in the 21st
Century

The 21st century has seen presidents grappling with issues such as globalization, security threats,
and social inequality.

Benigno Aquino III: Good Governance and Anti-Corruption

Benigno “Noynoy” Aquino III, son of Cory Aquino, emphasized transparency, anti-corruption
campaigns, and social welfare programs during his term. His administration is often praised for
improving the country’s international reputation and economic stability.

Rodrigo Duterte and a Controversial Era

Rodrigo Duterte’s presidency, beginning in 2016, brought significant attention due to his hardline
approach to crime, particularly the war on drugs, which has been both lauded and criticized
internationally. His leadership style marked a shift toward populism and a more assertive foreign
policy, especially in relation to China and the South China Sea dispute.



Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. and the Continuing Legacy

In 2022, Ferdinand Marcos Jr., son of the former dictator, was elected president, signaling a complex
chapter in Philippine history where issues of historical memory, reconciliation, and governance
intertwine. His presidency continues to be watched closely for its impact on democracy and national
unity.

Understanding the Role of the Philippine President
Today

The office of the president in the Philippines is not just a ceremonial position but a central figure in
governance, policy-making, and international relations. The president serves as both head of state
and government, wielding significant influence over the country’s direction.

The history of the Philippines president reflects the nation’s struggles and triumphs—highlighting
themes of colonial resistance, nation-building, authoritarianism, democratic restoration, and
modernization. Each leader’s tenure offers lessons about leadership, resilience, and the ongoing quest
to balance power with the welfare of the Filipino people.

Whether studying the early revolutionary presidents or the contemporary political landscape, the
story of the Philippine presidency remains a compelling window into the heart of the nation’s identity
and aspirations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first president of the Philippines?
Emilio Aguinaldo was the first president of the Philippines, serving from 1899 to 1901 during the
Philippine Revolutionary Government.

Which Philippine president declared Martial Law in 1972?
Ferdinand Marcos declared Martial Law in the Philippines on September 21, 1972.

Who was the first female president of the Philippines?
Corazon Aquino was the first female president of the Philippines, serving from 1986 to 1992.

Which president is known for leading the People Power
Revolution?
Corazon Aquino is known for leading the People Power Revolution that ended Ferdinand Marcos'
dictatorship in 1986.



Who was the president of the Philippines during World War II?
Manuel L. Quezon was the president of the Commonwealth of the Philippines during the early years of
World War II.

Which president initiated the Build, Build, Build infrastructure
program?
President Rodrigo Duterte initiated the Build, Build, Build infrastructure program aimed at improving
the country’s transportation and infrastructure.

Who was the president of the Philippines before Ferdinand
Marcos?
Diosdado Macapagal was the president of the Philippines before Ferdinand Marcos, serving from 1961
to 1965.

Which Philippine president served the shortest term in office?
Sergio Osmeña served the shortest term as president from 1944 to 1946, following the death of
Manuel L. Quezon.

Additional Resources
History of the Philippines President: A Comprehensive Review of Leadership and Legacy

history of the philippines president presents a compelling narrative of political evolution, national
identity, and governance that has shaped the archipelago’s contemporary landscape. The Philippine
presidency, as an institution, reflects the country’s complex colonial past, struggles for independence,
and ongoing quest for democratic stability. Examining the history of the Philippines president offers
valuable insights into how each leader’s tenure influenced socio-economic development, foreign
policy, and internal reforms.

Origins and Early Formation of the Presidency

The presidency of the Philippines formally commenced with the declaration of independence from
Spanish rule in 1898. Emilio Aguinaldo is recognized as the first president of the Philippines, leading
the revolutionary government established during the Philippine Revolution. His presidency, however,
was marked by conflict with both Spain and the United States, reflecting the turbulent period of
transition from colonialism to self-rule.

Historically, the early presidents operated under different constitutional frameworks, beginning with
the Malolos Constitution, which was the first republican charter in Asia. Aguinaldo’s presidency laid
foundational governance principles but was short-lived due to the Philippine-American War and
subsequent American colonization. This period illustrated the fragility of sovereign leadership amid
imperial interests.



The Commonwealth Era and the Transition to
Independence

The establishment of the Commonwealth of the Philippines in 1935 represented a significant step
toward full sovereignty. Manuel L. Quezon, the first president of the Commonwealth, played a pivotal
role in preparing the country for eventual independence. Under his administration, efforts to establish
a national language, promote social justice, and improve infrastructure were prioritized.

Quezon’s presidency also underscored the challenges of self-governance under American oversight.
The Commonwealth was designed as a transitional government, with the United States retaining
significant control over foreign policy and defense. Quezon’s leadership is often noted for balancing
national aspirations with pragmatic diplomacy.

World War II interrupted this political trajectory, as the Japanese occupation led to the establishment
of a puppet government under José P. Laurel. Laurel’s presidency remains controversial, raising
questions about collaboration, resistance, and legitimacy during wartime.

Post-War Independence and the Third Republic

Following the end of World War II, the Philippines gained full independence on July 4, 1946,
inaugurating the Third Republic. Manuel Roxas became the first president of this era, tasked with
rebuilding a war-torn nation and fostering economic recovery. His administration faced significant
challenges, including widespread poverty, infrastructure damage, and political instability.

Subsequent presidents such as Elpidio Quirino, Ramon Magsaysay, and Carlos P. Garcia continued to
navigate the complexities of post-war recovery and nation-building. Magsaysay, in particular, is
remembered for his populist approach and strong stance against the Hukbalahap insurgency, which
endeared him to many Filipinos and solidified his legacy as the “Champion of the Masses.”

During this period, the presidency was characterized by efforts to establish democratic institutions,
promote agrarian reform, and strengthen ties with the United States through military and economic
agreements.

The Marcos Era: Authoritarianism and Its Aftermath

One of the most defining and contentious chapters in the history of the Philippines president is the era
of Ferdinand Marcos, who ruled from 1965 until his ouster in 1986. Marcos’s administration initially
pursued infrastructure development and industrialization. However, his declaration of Martial Law in
1972 marked the beginning of authoritarian rule characterized by human rights abuses, suppression
of dissent, and extensive corruption.

Marcos’s presidency is often analyzed through the lens of political power consolidation and the
erosion of democratic principles. The imposition of Martial Law allowed him to extend his tenure
beyond constitutional limits, leading to a dictatorship that polarized the nation.



The eventual People Power Revolution in 1986, a peaceful mass uprising, resulted in Marcos’s exile
and the restoration of democracy. This watershed moment underscored the resilience of Filipino civil
society and the critical role of the presidency as a symbol of national sovereignty.

The Post-Marcos Democratic Restoration

Corazon Aquino, the widow of assassinated opposition leader Benigno Aquino Jr., became the first
female president of the Philippines and a symbol of democratic restoration. Her administration
focused on rebuilding democratic institutions, drafting the 1987 Constitution, and addressing human
rights issues. Aquino’s presidency faced numerous coup attempts and economic challenges but was
pivotal in reestablishing civilian rule.

Her successors, including Fidel V. Ramos, Joseph Estrada, Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, Benigno Aquino
III, and Rodrigo Duterte, each navigated distinct political contexts that tested the presidency’s
adaptability and resilience.

Comparative Analysis of Leadership Styles and Policies

- **Fidel V. Ramos (1992-1998):** Known for economic reforms and peace initiatives, Ramos sought
to liberalize the economy and negotiate with insurgent groups.
- **Joseph Estrada (1998-2001):** His populist appeal was overshadowed by corruption scandals
leading to his impeachment and ouster.
- **Gloria Macapagal Arroyo (2001-2010):** Arroyo’s presidency was marked by economic growth but
also political controversies and allegations of electoral fraud.
- **Benigno Aquino III (2010-2016):** Aquino emphasized anti-corruption measures and transparency,
achieving significant economic gains and improved international relations.
- **Rodrigo Duterte (2016-2022):** Duterte’s tenure was defined by a controversial war on drugs,
shifting foreign policy toward China and Russia, and a strongman leadership style.

Key Features of the Philippine Presidency Across Eras

Constitutional Evolution: The 1987 Constitution limits the president to a single six-year term,
reflecting lessons from past authoritarian regimes.

Political Challenges: Presidents have contended with insurgencies, political dynasties, and
regional disparities.

Foreign Relations: Historically aligned with the United States, recent administrations have
diversified diplomatic ties.

Economic Development: Presidential policies have fluctuated between protectionism and
liberalization.



The history of the Philippines president is thus a mirror of the nation’s broader socio-political
transformations, highlighting the delicate balance between authority and accountability.

As the Philippines continues to evolve, the presidency remains a focal point for debates on
governance, democracy, and national identity. Understanding this history is crucial for appreciating
the complexity of Filipino leadership and the ongoing efforts to align the office with the aspirations of
its people.

History Of The Philippines President

  history of the philippines president: The History of the Philippines Kathleen Nadeau,
2020-04-03 Explore the rich history of the Philippines from pre-colonial times through to the
political, cultural, and environmental events of the 2010s. Readers will find a wealth of information
on pre-colonial and post-colonial historical periods, covering the Philippines' earliest inhabitants.
Also covered are the modern tyrannical periods of the Marcos dictatorship and former President
Duterte's controversial war on drugs, as well as the more optimistic and promising presidencies in
between. Among the many topics covered in this second edition are the feminization of outmigration
that peaked at the end of the 20th century, globalization and the spread of export processing zones,
and the impact of the call center culture coupled with that of the overseas diaspora on the changing
structure of the traditional family. Ideal for high school and undergraduate readers, this volume
includes expanded and new chapters, as well as an updated timeline and annotated bibliography.
  history of the philippines president: Historical Dictionary of the Philippines Artemio R.
Guillermo, 2012 The Historical Dictionary of the Philippines, Third Edition contains a chronology, an
introductory essay, an extensive bibliography, and several hundred cross-referenced dictionary
entries.
  history of the philippines president: History of the Philippines Conrado Benitez, 1926
  history of the philippines president: Asian American History Day by Day Jonathan H. X.
Lee, 2018-10-12 For student research, this reference highlights the importance of Asian Americans
in U.S. history, the impact of specific individuals, and this ethnic group as a whole across time;
documenting evolving policies, issues, and feelings concerning this particular American population.
Asian American History Day by Day: A Reference Guide to Events provides a uniquely interesting
way to learn about events in Asian American history that span several hundred years (and the
contributions of Asian Americans to U.S. culture in that time). The book is organized in the form of a
calendar, with each day of the year corresponding with an entry about an important event, person,
or innovation that span several hundred years of Asian American history and references to books
and websites that can provide more information about that event. Readers will also have access to
primary source document excerpts that accompany the daily entries and serve as additional
resources that help bring history to life. With this guide in hand, teachers will be able to more easily
incorporate Asian American history into their classes, and students will find the book an easy-to-use
guide to the Asian American past and an ideal jumping-off point for more targeted research.
  history of the philippines president: Historical Dictionary of United States-Southeast Asia
Relations Donald E. Weatherbee, 2008-04-23 Southeast Asia consists of the countries of Brunei,
Burma, Cambodia, East Timor, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam. Historically, U.S. policy and diplomacy with Southeast Asia is defined by U.S. interests in
the region, whether it's maintaining free lanes of communication through the South China Sea,
gaining access to the resources and markets of Southeast Asia, or containing the spread of
Communism. Since World War II, the U.S. has constantly been involved in conflicts in the region:
providing material and financial support for France during the First Indochina War, direct

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-181/history-of-the-philippines-president.pdf


involvement in the Vietnam War, providing support to Thailand during the Third Indochina War, and
the declaration that Southeast Asia is the second-front in the war on terror after September 11. The
Historical Dictionary of United States-Southeast Asia Relations identifies the key issues, individuals,
and events in the history of U.S.-Southeast Asia relations and places them in the context of the
complex and dynamic regional strategic, political, and economic processes that have fashioned the
American role in Southeast Asia. This is done through a chronology, a bibliography, an introductory
essay, appendixes, and several hundred cross-referenced dictionary entries on key persons, places,
events, institutions, and organizations.
  history of the philippines president: A Diplomatic History of the Philippine Republic Milton
Walter Meyer, 1965 Documented study of foreign relations of the Philippines since achievement of
independence in 1946.
  history of the philippines president: Who's who in Philippine History Carlos Quirino, 1995
  history of the philippines president: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United States:
Harry S. Truman, 1949, Volume 5 Truman, Harry S., 1964-01-01 Public Papers of the Presidents of
the United States
  history of the philippines president: 300 Keys to Philippine Culture IKSOON KIM,
2025-07-07 Encyclopedic Scope and Systematic Structure: This book boasts an encyclopedic
structure, covering nearly every aspect of the Philippines across 14 parts and 300 detailed chapters,
including its geography, history, culture, society, politics, economy, and language. In-depth Analysis
of Cultural Keywords: It provides a deep analysis and explanation of core cultural concepts essential
for understanding the Filipino psyche, such as Kapwa (Shared Self), Hiya (Shame/Decorum), Utang
na Loob (Debt of Gratitude), and Bayanihan (Communal Spirit). Balance of Practicality and Theory:
It offers information that satisfies a wide range of readers, from essential tips and etiquette for
travelers to the social systems, historical background, political structures, and contemporary issues
necessary for business professionals, researchers, and long-term residents. Multi-faceted
Perspectives: It helps readers achieve a three-dimensional understanding of the Philippines'
diversity by deeply exploring the cultural differences and characteristics of its major regions,
including Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao.
  history of the philippines president: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United
States United States. President, 1971 Containing the public messages, speeches, and statements of
the President, 1956-1992.
  history of the philippines president: Public Papers of the Presidents of the United
States, Harry S. Truman, 1949 United States Government Printing Office, 1999-06 Spine title
reads: Public Papers of the Presidents, Harry S. Truman, 1949. Contains public messages and
statements of the President of the United States released by the White House from January
1-December 31, 1949. Also includes appendices and an index. Item 574-A. Related items: Public
Papers of the Presidents collection can be found here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/public-papers-presidents
  history of the philippines president: Chronology of the 1987 Philippine Constitution Maria
Ela L. Atienza, 2019-11-04 This report summarizes the contextual background and processes of
writing the 1987 Philippine Constitution, its contents and a preliminary mapping of its
implementation, covering elections held under the Constitution, major laws enacted as mandated by
the Constitution and critical judicial decisions of the Supreme Court interpreting provisions of the
Constitution. The Chronology also covers impeachment cases under the Constitution, a timeline of
the peace processes pursued from 1987–2018, and trend analysis of approval ratings of the officials
and institutions created under the 1987 Constitution to measure citizens’ perceptions of the
constitutional order. Research and writing of the Chronology was led by the research team at the
University of the Philippines Center for Integrated Development Studies, under its project with
International IDEA to complete a performance assessment of the 1987 Constitution. The Chronology
is the first product of this collaboration and serves as the basis for the forthcoming performance
assessment report.



  history of the philippines president: Dictionary of the Modern Politics of Southeast Asia
Michael Leifer, Professor of International Relations Michael Leifer, 2002-09-11 The Dictionary of the
Modern Politics of South-East Asia provides comprehensive coverage of the political history of this
important region since the end of the Second World War.Over 400 alphabetically-organized entries
cover Brunei, Burma (Myanmar), Cambodia (Kampuchia), Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Individual entries provide detailed information and authoritative
commentary for the central figures, political parties and organizations, political systems and
structures, major events, and key documents, including constitutions and treat.
  history of the philippines president: LET REVIEWER "PHILIPPINE HISTORY" ,
2025-09-13 LET Reviewer: Philippine History – Playbook Edition Master the essential facts, events,
and figures that shaped the nation with this focused LET Reviewer on Philippine History. Aligned
with the latest General Education curriculum, this playbook offers summarized key topics, timeline
highlights, and practice questions to help you retain information and boost your readiness for the
Licensure Examination for Teachers. Ideal for quick reviews and deep dives alike — prepare
smarter, pass confidently!
  history of the philippines president: A Short History of the Philippines Teodoro A. Agoncillo,
1969
  history of the philippines president: Diplomat-Scholar Erwin S Fernandez, 2017-04-30 Leon
Ma. Guerrero (1915-82), a top-notch writer and diplomat, served six Philippine presidents, beginning
with President Manuel L. Quezon and ending with President Ferdinand E. Marcos. In this first
full-length biography, Guerrero's varied career as writer and diplomat is highlighted from an
amateur student editor and associate editor of a prestigious magazine to ambassador to different
countries that reflected then the exciting directions of Philippine foreign policy. But did you know
that he served as public prosecutor in the notorious Nalundasan murder case, involving the future
Philippine president? Did you also know that during his stint as ambassador to the Court of Saint
James he wrote his prize-winning biography of Philippine national hero, Jose Rizal? Learn more
about him in this fully documented biography recounting with much detail from his correspondence
the genesis and evolution of his thinking about the First Filipino, which is the apposite title of his
magnum opus.
  history of the philippines president: Historical Dictionary of the People's Republic of
China Lawrence R. Sullivan, 2016-08-03 When the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) assumed power
in October 1949 China was one of the poorest nations in the world and so weak it had been
conquered in the late 1930s and early 1940s by its neighbor Japan, a country one-10th its size. More
than five decades later, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) is an emerging economic, political, and
major military power with the world’s fastest growing economy and largest population (1.35 billion
in 2015). A member of the United Nations Security Council since the early 1970s and a nuclear
power, China wields enormous influence in the world community while at home what was once a
nation of largely poverty-stricken peasants and urban areas with little-to-no industry has been
transformed into an increasingly urbanized society with a growing middle class and an industrial
and service sector that leads the world in such industries as steel and textiles while becoming a
major player in computers and telecommunications. All the while the country has remained under
the tight political control of a one-party system dominated by the Chinese Communist Party that
despite periods of intense political conflict and turmoil governs China with a membership in 2014 of
88 million people—the largest single organization on earth. This third edition of Historical Dictionary
ofthe People's Republic of China contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an
extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 700 cross-referenced entries on important
personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent
access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about China.
  history of the philippines president: The Philippine Government ,
  history of the philippines president: Routledge Handbook of the Contemporary
Philippines Mark Thompson, Eric Vincent Batalla, 2018-02-19 The Philippines is a fascinating



example of a poor country democracy where issues of economic development and poverty, political
participation and stability, as well as ethnicity and migration are crucial. The Routledge Handbook of
the Contemporary Philippines provides a comprehensive overview of the current political, economic,
social, and cultural issues of the country. The Handbook is divided into the following four sections
concentrating on a different aspect of the Philippines: domestic politics; foreign relations; economics
and social policy; cultures and movements. In terms of domestic politics, chapters discuss
clientelism, bossism, dynasties, pork barrel and corruption as well as institutions - the presidency,
congress, the judiciary, the civil service, political parties, and civilian-military relations. The
Philippines is confronted with many overseas challenges, with the foreign relations section focused
on the country’s relationship with China, Japan, and the USA as well as assessing the impact of the
Filipino diaspora community around the world. Regarding economics and social policy, authors
examine industrial policy, capital flight, microfinance, technocracy, economic nationalism, poverty,
social welfare programs, and livelihoods. The final section on Philippine cultures and movements
highlights issues of customs, gender, religion, and nationalism while also examining various social
and political forces - the peasantry, the middle class, indigenous peoples, NGOs, the left, trade
unionism, the women’s movement, and major insurgencies. Written by leading experts in the field,
the Handbook provides students, scholars, and policymakers of Southeast Asia with an
interdisciplinary resource on the evolving politics, society, and economics of the Philippines.
  history of the philippines president: The Philippines David Joel Steinberg, 2018-02-19 A
unified nation with a single people, the Philippines is also a highly fragmented, plural society.
Divided between uplander and lowlander, rich and poor, Christian and Muslim, between those of one
ethnic, linguistic, and geographic region and those of another, the nation is a complex mosaic
formed by conflicting forces of consensus and national identity and of division and instability.It is not
possible to comprehend the many changes in the Philippines?such as the rise and fall of Ferdinand
Marcos or the revolution that toppled him?without an awareness of the religious, cultural, and
economic forces that have shaped the history of these islands. These forces formed the focus of the
first edition of The Philippines. Of that 1982 edition, the late Benigno Aquino Jr., noted that ?anyone
wanting to understand the Philippines and the Filipinos today must include this book in his '`'must'
reading list.?The fourth edition has been updated through the final years of the Ramos presidency,
and contains a new section on the impact of President Estrada.
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