
history of petoskey stones

The Fascinating History of Petoskey Stones: Nature’s Unique Treasure

history of petoskey stones is a captivating journey into the geological and cultural significance of one

of Michigan’s most cherished natural wonders. These distinctive stones, known for their beautiful

hexagonal patterns, have intrigued collectors, historians, and nature enthusiasts alike. But what exactly

are Petoskey stones, and how did they come to be such a beloved emblem of the Great Lakes

region? Let’s dive into the story behind these remarkable fossils and uncover the layers of history

embedded within them.

What Are Petoskey Stones?

Before delving into the history of Petoskey stones, it’s important to understand what they actually are.

Petoskey stones are fossilized coral, specifically from an ancient coral species called Hexagonaria

percarinata. These corals thrived during the Devonian period, approximately 350 million years ago,

when much of what is now the Midwest was covered by a shallow tropical sea.

Over millions of years, the coral skeletons fossilized and became embedded within limestone

formations. When these stones are polished, their unique hexagonal patterns become visible,

resembling a honeycomb or a checkerboard. This distinctive look makes them highly sought after for

jewelry, decorative items, and collectibles.

The Geological History Behind Petoskey Stones



From Ancient Coral Reefs to Fossils

The geological history of Petoskey stones begins in the Devonian period, a time often called the “Age

of Fishes,” when marine life flourished and coral reefs were widespread. The area now known as

Northern Michigan was submerged under warm, shallow seas—perfect conditions for coral growth.

As these corals lived and died, their calcium carbonate skeletons accumulated and gradually

transformed into fossilized coral embedded within sedimentary rocks. Over hundreds of millions of

years, geological processes such as sedimentation, pressure, and mineralization shaped these coral

formations into the stones we recognize today.

The Role of Glaciers in Shaping Petoskey Stone Distribution

Fast forward to the last Ice Age, roughly 10,000 to 15,000 years ago, when massive glaciers covered

much of North America. These glaciers played a crucial role in dispersing Petoskey stones across

Michigan and beyond. As glaciers moved, they ground down rocks, carried sediments, and deposited

them in new locations.

When the glaciers retreated, they left behind a landscape dotted with glacial till—unsorted mixtures of

clay, sand, gravel, and boulders, including Petoskey stones. This is why many of these stones can be

found along the shores of Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, and inland areas of the state.

The Cultural and Historical Significance of Petoskey Stones

Origins of the Name “Petoskey”

The name “Petoskey” comes from an important historical figure: Chief Petosegay, a prominent leader



of the Odawa (Ottawa) tribe native to the Michigan region. The stones were named in honor of the

chief, and the city of Petoskey, Michigan, also carries his name.

For the Native American tribes in the area, these stones were not only part of the natural environment

but also held spiritual significance. They were believed to bring good luck and protection, a belief that

has carried into modern times among collectors and enthusiasts.

Petoskey Stones as Michigan’s State Stone

In recognition of their unique beauty and cultural importance, Petoskey stones were officially

designated as the state stone of Michigan in 1965. This designation helped popularize the stones and

promote their collection and preservation.

Today, Petoskey stones are a symbol of Michigan’s natural heritage and are featured in local art,

souvenirs, and educational programs. They continue to inspire a connection to the state’s geological

past and native history.

How to Identify and Collect Petoskey Stones

If you’re intrigued by the history of Petoskey stones and want to experience their beauty firsthand, you

might consider hunting for them yourself. Here are some helpful tips on how to find and identify these

special fossils:

Location is Key: The best places to find Petoskey stones are along the shores of Lake Michigan,

especially near Petoskey, Charlevoix, and Traverse City. Beaches, riverbeds, and gravel pits are

also promising spots.

Look for Rounded, Smooth Stones: Petoskey stones are typically rounded and smooth from years



of wave action and glacial movement.

Check for Hexagonal Patterns: The telltale sign of a Petoskey stone is its hexagonal pattern,

often resembling a turtle shell or honeycomb. Sometimes the pattern is faint and requires wetting

or polishing to become visible.

Use a Polishing Cloth: If you find a dull stone, try rubbing it with water or a soft cloth to reveal

the fossil pattern underneath.

The Science Behind the Petoskey Stone Patterns

One of the most intriguing aspects of Petoskey stones is their intricate, naturally occurring patterns.

These hexagonal shapes are the fossilized corallites—individual coral polyps—that once formed a living

reef.

Each hexagon represents a single coral animal, which, in life, was connected to its neighbors, forming

a colony. The pattern you see today is a direct glimpse into an ancient marine ecosystem, preserved

through time.

Geologists and paleontologists study Petoskey stones to gain insights into Devonian marine

environments, coral biology, and fossilization processes. This scientific value adds another layer to

their historical and cultural importance.

Petoskey Stones in Modern Culture and Art

Beyond their natural and historical significance, Petoskey stones have found a cherished place in

modern art and culture. Local artisans often craft jewelry—such as necklaces, bracelets, and



earrings—from polished Petoskey stones, turning them into wearable reminders of Michigan’s ancient

past.

Craft fairs, museums, and gift shops throughout Michigan celebrate the stones, providing educational

exhibits and hands-on activities that teach visitors about their formation and significance. Schools

sometimes include Petoskey stones in geology lessons to spark curiosity about Earth’s history.

Tips for Caring for Your Petoskey Stone Collection

If you’re lucky enough to own a Petoskey stone or two, proper care will help maintain their beauty:

Avoid harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners, which can damage the stone’s surface.

Use gentle soap and water for cleaning.

Store stones separately or in soft pouches to prevent scratching.

Consider occasional polishing with a soft cloth to bring out the stone’s natural luster.

These simple steps will preserve the unique fossil patterns and color for years to come.

Exploring the Legacy of Petoskey Stones

The history of Petoskey stones is a multifaceted story blending geology, culture, and natural beauty.

From their origins in ancient coral reefs to their status as Michigan’s state stone, these fossils connect

us to a past millions of years old while continuing to inspire people today.



Whether you’re a rockhound, a history buff, or simply someone who appreciates nature’s artistry,

Petoskey stones offer a tangible link to the Earth’s deep history. Their journey from prehistoric seas to

modern-day shores is a reminder of the dynamic forces that shape our planet—and the stories that lie

hidden beneath our feet.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Petoskey stone?

A Petoskey stone is a fossilized coral, specifically Hexagonaria percarinata, that lived approximately

350 million years ago during the Devonian period.

Where are Petoskey stones commonly found?

Petoskey stones are commonly found in the northern part of Michigan's Lower Peninsula, especially

around the area of Petoskey and along the shores of Lake Michigan.

How did Petoskey stones form?

Petoskey stones formed from ancient coral reefs that fossilized over millions of years. The coral

skeletons were replaced by minerals, turning them into distinctive hexagonal-patterned stones.

Why are Petoskey stones significant in Michigan history?

Petoskey stones are Michigan's state stone and represent the region's geological and natural history,

symbolizing the ancient marine environments that once covered the area.

When was the Petoskey stone officially designated as Michigan’s state

stone?

The Petoskey stone was officially designated as Michigan’s state stone in 1965.



Who named the Petoskey stone?

The name 'Petoskey' comes from a Native American chief named Petosegay, and the stones were

named after the city of Petoskey, Michigan, where they are frequently found.

How were Petoskey stones used by early inhabitants?

Early inhabitants, including Native American tribes, used Petoskey stones for tool-making and

ornamental purposes, appreciating their unique patterns.

What geological period do Petoskey stones date back to?

Petoskey stones date back to the Devonian period, around 350 million years ago.

How did glaciers affect the distribution of Petoskey stones?

Glacial movements during the Ice Age transported Petoskey stones from their original reef locations,

depositing them across Michigan's landscape, especially along shorelines and riverbeds.

Are Petoskey stones still formed today?

No, Petoskey stones are fossils of ancient coral and are not currently forming. Their unique patterns

are relics of prehistoric marine life.

Additional Resources

**Unearthing the Past: The History of Petoskey Stones**

History of Petoskey stones is a fascinating journey through geology, culture, and natural beauty,

deeply rooted in the Great Lakes region of the United States. These uniquely patterned stones, prized

by collectors and geologists alike, have a narrative that spans millions of years, connecting ancient

marine life, glacial movements, and indigenous folklore. For those intrigued by geology or the cultural

heritage of Michigan, understanding the history of Petoskey stones provides a compelling glimpse into



the intersection of natural history and human appreciation.

Origins of Petoskey Stones: Geological Formation

Petoskey stones are fossilized coral, specifically from the species Hexagonaria percarinata, which

thrived during the Devonian period, approximately 350 million years ago. During this era, what is now

the northern part of Michigan was submerged beneath a warm, shallow sea. Coral reefs flourished in

these waters, and the hexagonal patterns characteristic of Petoskey stones are the fossilized remnants

of the coral’s skeleton.

The unique appearance of the stones comes from the way the coral's hexagonal cells were preserved

and subsequently filled with calcite and other minerals over millions of years. This fossilization process

transformed the once-living coral into a smooth, hard stone with a distinctive hexagonal pattern that

resembles a honeycomb.

Impact of Glacial Activity on Petoskey Stone Distribution

Following the Devonian period, the landscape underwent dramatic changes, especially during the

Pleistocene epoch about 2.6 million to 12,000 years ago. Massive glaciers advanced and retreated

across North America, significantly shaping the terrain. These glaciers played a critical role in

redistributing Petoskey stones throughout Michigan.

As glaciers moved, they scoured the earth, picking up and transporting rocks and fossils embedded in

the soil. When the glaciers melted, they left behind deposits known as glacial till, scattered with

Petoskey stones. This is why these stones are commonly found along the shores of Lake Michigan

and in various parts of the northern Lower Peninsula of Michigan today.



Cultural Significance and Recognition

The history of Petoskey stones is not solely geological; it is steeped in cultural importance, especially

among the indigenous peoples and later settlers of Michigan. The stone’s name itself originates from

Chief Petosega (or Petoskey), a prominent 19th-century Odawa chief. The Odawa people inhabited the

region around what is now Petoskey, Michigan, and the stones were often revered for their unique

patterns.

In the 1960s, the state of Michigan officially designated the Petoskey stone as the state stone,

cementing its status as a symbol of the region’s natural heritage. Today, it serves not only as a

collector’s item but also as a cultural emblem connecting residents and visitors to the geological and

indigenous history of Michigan.

Petoskey Stones in Modern Collecting and Jewelry

The appeal of Petoskey stones extends beyond their geological importance. Their smooth texture and

intricate patterns have made them popular materials for jewelry and decorative crafts. When polished,

the stones reveal striking hexagonal patterns that highlight their coral origins.

Collectors often seek out Petoskey stones during the summer months along the beaches of Lake

Michigan, particularly near Petoskey city and Charlevoix. Their accessibility and distinctive beauty have

also sparked interest in lapidary arts, where artisans cut, polish, and mount these stones into rings,

pendants, and other artwork.

Scientific Comparisons and Features

While Petoskey stones are unique to Michigan, their geological story parallels other fossilized corals

found worldwide. Hexagonal coral fossils are common in Devonian rock formations globally, but few



possess the high polish and pattern clarity that Petoskey stones offer. This makes them a standout

example of fossil preservation.

Some key features that distinguish Petoskey stones include:

Hexagonal Pattern: The fossilized coral cells create a natural honeycomb design.

Polishability: The stones take on a smooth, glossy finish when polished, enhancing their

aesthetic appeal.

Color Variations: Typically gray or beige, they may also exhibit subtle hues of brown or cream,

depending on mineral content.

Fossil Integrity: Unlike many fossils embedded in rock matrices, Petoskey stones are standalone

specimens, often free of surrounding rock.

These characteristics make Petoskey stones valuable both scientifically and commercially. However,

their softness relative to other gemstones means they require careful handling to avoid scratches.

Pros and Cons of Petoskey Stone Collecting

For enthusiasts and tourists, collecting Petoskey stones can be a rewarding experience, but it comes

with practical considerations:

Pros:1.

Abundant availability along Michigan’s shoreline.



Unique and visually appealing fossils with natural historic significance.

Educational opportunities related to geology and paleontology.

Supports local tourism and artisan markets.

Cons:2.

Seasonal availability; best found during summer months when water levels are lower.

Fragility; stones can chip or scratch if not handled or stored properly.

Legal restrictions in some areas regarding collecting limits to protect natural resources.

Preservation Efforts and Ethical Collecting

Given their popularity, there is growing emphasis on preserving natural Petoskey stone habitats. State

regulations often encourage ethical collecting practices, such as limiting the number of stones removed

from public beaches and promoting respect for indigenous lands and cultural heritage.

Museums and universities in Michigan also play a role in educating the public about the history of

Petoskey stones through exhibits and research projects. These institutions highlight the importance of

conserving these fossils for future generations while fostering appreciation for their scientific and

cultural value.



The history of Petoskey stones enriches the narrative of Michigan’s natural history, blending ancient

marine ecosystems with more recent human stories. As interest in geological heritage grows, so too

does the appreciation for these stones’ unique place in both science and culture. Whether admired in

a museum, worn as jewelry, or found on a lakeshore stroll, Petoskey stones continue to captivate

those who encounter them, offering a tangible connection to a prehistoric world beneath the Great

Lakes.

History Of Petoskey Stones

  history of petoskey stones: The Complete Guide to Petoskey Stones Bruce Mueller, William H.
Wilde, 2004 The Complete Guide to Petoskey Stones is the authoritative guide for everyone who
visits northern Michigan and can't wait to comb the beautiful beaches in search of Michigan's official
state stone, the Petoskey. This book dispels myths about the Petoskey and reveals the true facts of
this ancient fossilized coral. Instructive pictures and maps keep Petoskey fans on track every step of
the way while guiding them to the best places to find the stone, including those favored by local
Petoskey stone hunters and collectors. Once you've found a piece of the prized Michigan fossil, The
Complete Guide to Petoskey Stones leads you through the many methods of polishing that bring this
beautiful stone to life.
  history of petoskey stones: The Legend of the Petoskey Stone Kathy-jo Wargin, 2013-08-15
The sixth tale in our Legend series, The Legend of the Petoskey Stone focuses on the naming of this
unique fossil, found only on the shores of Lake Michigan. From the ancient, warm sea that covered
most of the state, through Native American history and the history of the town named after a great
chief, The Legend of the Petoskey Stone is a welcome addition to the fables so richly told and
illustrated by this much-loved and honored children's book team.Author Kathy-jo Wargin has earned
national acclaim through award-winning children's classics such as Michigan's official state book,
The Legend of Sleeping Bear, Children's Choice Award winner The Legend of the Loon, The Edmund
Fitzgerald: Song of the Bell, and many others. Kathy-jo enjoys writing about nature and its effect on
all our lives, and is a frequent guest speaker throughout the country. She is also a faculty member of
the Bear River Writers Workshop, sponsored by the University of Michigan. She lives in Petoskey,
Michigan. Since the publication of The Legend of Sleeping Bear, artist Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen
has been an established presence in the world of children's book illustration. His many other titles
with Sleeping Bear Press include The Edmund Fitzgerald: Song of the Bell, Adopted by an Owl, Jam
& Jelly by Holly & Nellie, and The Legend of Leelanau. Gijsbert and his family live in Bath, Michigan.
  history of petoskey stones: Petoskey Stone Dan R. Lynch, 2019-02-19 Your Definitive Guide
to Petoskey Stone Michigan’s state stone is prized for its beautiful patterning, which is said to
resemble the rays of the rising sun. Take an in-depth look at the famous fossilized coral—including a
summary of the fascinating natural history, which began 400 million years ago. Learn all about it,
and then head out and search for your own. Get expert advice from author Dan R. Lynch on how to
identify and collect Petoskey stones. With tips on where to look and what to look for, along with
information about Petoskey lookalikes and other fossils you might find, your rock-hounding trips will
be better than ever! Suggestions on what to do with your finds and how much they’re worth add to
the knowledge you’ll gain from Petoskey Stone. From Lake Michigan beaches and Petoskey State
Park to gravel pits and riverbeds, grab this book and begin your rock-hunting adventure!
  history of petoskey stones: A History of Earth's Biota J. William Schopf, 2022-08-19 Over the

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-181/history-of-petoskey-stones.pdf


past half-century, studies of the evolution of life have themselves evolved, markedly. Life’s earliest
history, unknown and thought unknowable for the 100 years following publication of Darwin’s great
opus in 1859 has finally come to light as the documented fossil record has been extended an
astonishing sevenfold, from 500 million to now 3,500 million years. No longer are studies of
evolution based solely on ancient fossils, now augmented by the evidence of life’s long development
encoded in its genetic and biochemical make-up. Indeed, as new knowledge of the history of plants
and animals and of their ever-changing environment has been unearthed, understanding of the
overriding impact of the sequential co-evolution of the two groups, plants leading the charge with
animals following their fodder, has become increasingly acknowledged. Intended for a non-specialist
audience, students and laypersons alike, this book presents an up-to-date, well-illustrated
encapsulation of the Phanerozoic history of life, the 550-million-year-long advance of plants and
animals that set the stage for the rise of humans. The presentation deals with the human side of
science, not just the science itself, as it illuminates how scientific discoveries are actually made. It is
a wondrous read as it wends its way through a terrifically interesting, remarkable tale, showing that,
surprisingly and stunningly, it is true beyond all doubt that from plants to people, bacteria to bats,
microbes to man, all life is linked!
  history of petoskey stones: Petoskey Stone Dan R. Lynch, 2019-02-19 This all-in-one guide
helps readers learn how to find, identify, and collect Michigan's Petoskey stone.
  history of petoskey stones: A Haunted History of Grand Rapids Julie Rathsack, 2024-08-19
Grand Rapids history is crowded with departed souls who refuse to rest in peace. The twisted spirit
of Lolita, a mother who committed unspeakable acts upon her children, stalks the block where she
grew up. In life, Frank Hibben Stout's obsession with his sister led to a tragic end for both. In death,
his blood-dripping apparition is seen where a local restaurant now stands. The protective spirit of
Edythe first appeared after a fateful Ouija board game at a local church, and the Children's Museum
is haunted by the friendly spirit of a boy seen by the young and old alike. Come walk with the dead
as author Julie Rathsack weaves together the threads of the forgotten past with the spirits who have
remained behind.
  history of petoskey stones: A History of Half-Birds Caroline Harper New, 2024-01-16 Selected
by Maggie Smith for the 2023 Ballard Spahr Prize for Poetry, this debut collection of poems explores
the aftermath of history’s most powerful forces: devotion, disaster, and us. Rooted in the Gulf Coast,
A History of Half-Birds measures the line between love and ruin. Part poet, part anthropologist,
Caroline Harper New digs into dark places—a cave, a womb, a hurricane—to trace how violence
born of devotion manifests not only in our human relationships, but also in our connections to the
natural and animal worlds. Everywhere in these pages, tenderness is coupled with brutality: a deer
eats a baby bird, a lover restrains another. “I promised / a love poem,” New proclaims, then teaches
us about the anglerfish, how it “attracts its mate / and prey with the same lure.” In New’s
exceptional voice, familiar concepts take on a shade of the fantastic. A woman tastes the earth for
acidity, buries lemons and pennies for balance. Limestone “sucks the sea / into little demitasse” and
hyacinths “sip the sun / black.” A lone elephant wanders into the wilderness of rural Georgia, never
to be seen again. But perhaps most arresting about New’s work are the truths told by its
strangeness, like the ancient fish who “carved their shape” in a mountain’s peak, or a mother who
wears a lifejacket in the bathtub. Crafted by New’s voracious mind and carried by her matchless
lyricism, A History of Half-Birds is a stunning investigation of love’s beastly impulses—all it protects,
and all it destroys.
  history of petoskey stones: MICHIGAN HISTORY NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-05-16 Note:
Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been designed
for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective questions
specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each page. It will
undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz
eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students



while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.
  history of petoskey stones: Northwest Treasure Hunter's Gem and Mineral Guide (5th
Edition) Kathy J. Rygle, Stephen F. Pedersen, 2011-06-02 Learn Where & How to Dig, Pan and Mine
Your Own Gems & Minerals NORTHWEST Alaska Idaho Iowa Minnesota Montana Nebraska North
Dakota Oregon South Dakota Washington Wyoming Whether you’re digging for the first time or are
an experienced rockhound or “prospector,” with a simple rock hammer and a little luck, you too can
strike it rich ... or at the very least, have fun trying. This guide offers you easy-to-use information on
the ins and outs of “fee dig” mining, complete with locations, costs, tips on technique, entertaining
legends and important information on everything from safety kits to the location of the nearest
restrooms. Included are resources for use in identifying your finds, exploring the lapidary arts, and
further pursuing an exciting—and possibly profitable—hobby. Equipment and Clothing: What you
need and where to find it (or how to make it yourself). Mining Techniques: Step-by-step instructions
on panning for gold, sluicing for gems and other methods. Gem and Mineral Sites: Directions and
maps, hours, fees and equipment needed. Also includes info on guide services, local camping
facilities and more. Museums and Mine Tours: Where to visit commercial and historical mines, as
well as museums with exhibits of gems and minerals (for help in learning what to look for). Special
Events and Tourist Information: Listings of regional events involving gems and minerals, and
sources of general travel and tourism information for every state. Other Features: Where to find
your birthstone ... your anniversary stone ... your zodiac stone; Index by State; Index by
Gem/Mineral; U.S. State Gems & Minerals Chart; and more!
  history of petoskey stones: Secret Michigan Amy Piper, 2024-04-01 From the only king who
ruled in the United States to the only President who was also a king, you’ll unearth the fascinating
stories behind popular places. From a state with a car culture history, discover the origins of the
world’s largest tire, the only state highway that doesn’t allow motorized vehicles, and what ship is a
designated continuation of a United States highway. You’ll discover the answers to these questions
and many others in Secret Michigan: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful, and Obscure. The book
explores weird museums where you can have your picture taken holding a human skull, wonderful
natural beauty where rafting over clear springs reveals the trout below, and where obscure
shipwrecks lie in a shipwreck alley. You’ll learn about the people who made history in the Great
Lakes State, like a hall-of-fame rock band that turned around a small-town football team’s losing
season, the first Black woman to sue a White man—and win, and how a man survived the atomic
bomb on Nagasaki. Some people would like to keep you in the dark, but local author Amy Piper pulls
back the curtain to reveal secrets some Michiganders don’t want you to know.
  history of petoskey stones: Michigan Geography and Geology Randall J. Schaetzl, 2009
  history of petoskey stones: Southeast Treasure Hunter's Gem & Mineral Guide (5th Edition)
Kathy J. Rygle, Stephen F. Pederson, 2011-06-01 Updated 5th Edition with new sites & museums!
Learn Where & How to Dig, Pan and Mine Your Own Gems & Minerals SOUTHEAST Alabama •
Arkansas • Florida • Georgia • Kentucky • Louisiana • Mississippi • Missouri • North Carolina •
South Carolina • Tennessee • Virginia • West Virginia Whether you’re digging for the first time or
are an experienced rockhound or “prospector,” with a simple rock hammer and a little luck, you too
can strike it rich ... or at the very least, have fun trying. This guide offers you easy-to-use information
on the ins and outs of “fee dig” mining, complete with locations, costs, tips on technique,
entertaining legends and important information on everything from safety kits to the location of the



nearest restrooms. Included are resources for use in identifying your finds, exploring the lapidary
arts, and further pursuing an exciting—and possibly profitable—hobby. Equipment and Clothing:
What you need and where to find it (or how to make it yourself). Mining Techniques: Step-by-step
instructions on panning for gold, sluicing for gems and other methods. Gem and Mineral Sites:
Directions and maps, hours, fees and equipment needed. Also includes info on guide services, local
camping facilities and more. Museums and Mine Tours: Where to visit commercial and historical
mines, as well as museums with exhibits of gems and minerals (for help in learning what to look for).
Special Events and Tourist Information: Listings of regional events involving gems and minerals, and
sources of general travel and tourism information for every state. Other Features: Where to find
your birthstone ... your anniversary stone ... your zodiac stone; Index by State; Index by
Gem/Mineral; U.S. State Gems & Minerals Chart; and more!
  history of petoskey stones: Peter and His Pet Petoskey Stone, Revised Ed Victor B. Eichler,
2014-01-02 A young boy finds a coral fossil on a Michigan beach and learns that it is a Petoskey
Stone, the state's official state stone. Instructions are given how to polish this native fossil, and the
boy's teacher shares information about this polished gem with his school class. Includes Notes on
the Natural History of Petoskey Stones and Where and When to find Petoskey Stones in Michigan.
  history of petoskey stones: A History of the Michigan Funeral Directors Association Michigan
Funeral Directors Association, 1960
  history of petoskey stones: Michigan History George Newman Fuller, Lewis Beeson, 1953
  history of petoskey stones: Michigan History , 1953
  history of petoskey stones: Michigan History Magazine , 2005
  history of petoskey stones: Northeast Treasure Hunter's Gem & Mineral Guide (5th Edition)
Kathy J. Rygle, Stephen F. Pedersen, 2011-06-02 Learn Where & How to Dig, Pan and Mine Your
Own Gems & Minerals NORTHEAST Connecticut Delaware District of Columbia Indiana Illinois
Maine Massachusetts Maryland Michigan New Hampshire New Jersey New York Ohio Pennsylvania
Rhode Island Vermont Wisconsin Whether you’re digging for the first time or are an experienced
rockhound or “prospector,” with a simple rock hammer and a little luck, you too can strike it rich ...
or at the very least, have fun trying. This guide offers you easy-to-use information on the ins and outs
of “fee dig” mining, complete with locations, costs, tips on technique, entertaining legends and
important information on everything from safety kits to the location of the nearest restrooms.
Included are resources for use in identifying your finds, exploring the lapidary arts, and further
pursuing an exciting—and possibly profitable—hobby. Equipment and Clothing: What you need and
where to find it (or how to make it yourself). Mining Techniques: Step-by-step instructions on
panning for gold, sluicing for gems and other methods. Gem and Mineral Sites: Directions and maps,
hours, fees and equipment needed. Also includes info on guide services, local camping facilities and
more. Museums and Mine Tours: Where to visit commercial and historical mines, as well as
museums with exhibits of gems and minerals (for help in learning what to look for). Special Events
and Tourist Information: Listings of regional events involving gems and minerals, and sources of
general travel and tourism information for every state. Other Features: Where to find your
birthstone ... your anniversary stone ... your zodiac stone; Index by State; Index by Gem/Mineral;
U.S. State Gems & Minerals Chart; and more!
  history of petoskey stones: The Petoskey Stone , 1998 History, lore and facts about the
Petoskey Stone -- the state stone of Michigan.
  history of petoskey stones: Around the Shores of Lake Michigan Margaret Beattie Bogue,
1985 This superbly organized guide to the 1,600-mile shoreline of Lake Michigan describes 182
historical sites and points of interest. Generously illustrated, it includes historical sketches, keys to
recreation, and a large fold-out planner map.
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