
growing up asian in australia alice pung
Growing Up Asian in Australia: Insights from Alice Pung

growing up asian in australia alice pung is a phrase that encapsulates a unique cultural
experience shaped by identity, belonging, and the nuanced challenges of navigating two worlds. Alice
Pung, an acclaimed Australian writer and lawyer, has eloquently captured this journey through her
memoirs and essays, offering readers a window into what it means to straddle Asian heritage and
Australian upbringing. Her reflections offer both a personal narrative and a broader commentary on
multiculturalism in contemporary Australia.

The Cultural Duality Explored by Alice Pung

Growing up as an Asian Australian often involves balancing contrasting cultural expectations. Alice
Pung’s works dive into this duality, painting a vivid picture of how family traditions, societal norms,
and personal identity intersect.

Family Expectations and Cultural Heritage

In many Asian families, including Alice Pung’s Chinese-Cambodian background, there is a strong
emphasis on academic achievement, respect for elders, and maintaining cultural practices. Pung’s
memoirs detail the pressure to excel in school while adhering to traditional values, which can
sometimes feel at odds with the more laid-back, individualistic Australian way of life.

This cultural tug-of-war shapes much of the immigrant experience, where children often act as
cultural bridges between their parents’ heritage and the society they grow up in. For Alice Pung, this
meant learning to honor her parents’ sacrifices and traditions while forging her own path in a
multicultural Australia.

Identity and Belonging in a Multicultural Society

One of the recurring themes in growing up Asian in Australia Alice Pung addresses is the struggle with
identity. Feeling “different” or “othered” during school years is a common experience for many
children of immigrants. Pung’s writing resonates because she candidly shares the moments of
alienation and the desire to fit in.

Yet, her stories also celebrate the richness of a multicultural upbringing. Growing up in suburbs where
diversity is the norm, Pung highlights how cultural intersections can foster resilience and broaden
perspectives. This dual identity is not without its complexities, but it also offers a unique lens through
which to view the world.



Alice Pung’s Literary Contributions to the Asian
Australian Narrative

Alice Pung’s works, including her memoir *Unpolished Gem* and her collection of essays *Growing Up
Asian in Australia*, have become essential reading for understanding the Asian Australian experience.
Through storytelling, she challenges stereotypes and opens up conversations about race, culture, and
belonging.

Breaking Stereotypes Through Storytelling

Often, Asian Australians are pigeonholed into narrow stereotypes — the “model minority,” the
perpetual foreigner, or the quiet achiever. Pung’s narratives break down these clichés by providing
nuanced, authentic voices that reflect the diversity within the Asian Australian community.

Her stories reveal the humor, struggles, and everyday realities that are often overlooked. By sharing
personal anecdotes, she humanizes the immigrant experience and encourages empathy and
understanding from a wider audience.

Creating Space for Diverse Voices

Beyond her own writing, Alice Pung has been instrumental in amplifying other Asian Australian voices
through anthologies and community projects. Her editorial work on *Growing Up Asian in Australia*
brought together a wide range of perspectives, reflecting the complexity and vibrancy of growing up
Asian in the country.

This collective storytelling fosters a sense of community and belonging while challenging the
dominant narratives about race and identity in Australia.

Challenges Faced by Asian Australians in
Contemporary Society

While Australia prides itself on multiculturalism, the reality for many Asian Australians includes
dealing with subtle and overt forms of racism, cultural misunderstandings, and identity conflicts. Alice
Pung’s reflections shed light on these challenges, providing insight into how they affect individuals
and communities.

Racism and Microaggressions

Experiences of racism, ranging from casual microaggressions to more blatant discrimination, are
common themes in Pung’s work. These encounters can impact mental health and a sense of
belonging, especially for young people trying to navigate their cultural identity.



Pung’s writing encourages readers to recognize and confront these issues while promoting
conversations that lead to greater inclusion and respect.

Negotiating Cultural Expectations and Personal Aspirations

Another challenge lies in balancing parental and cultural expectations with personal dreams and
aspirations. For many Asian Australian youths, there can be pressure to pursue certain careers or
lifestyles deemed acceptable within their cultural framework.

Alice Pung’s stories often highlight this negotiation, illustrating how young people carve out their own
futures without severing ties to their heritage.

Lessons and Insights from Growing Up Asian in
Australia with Alice Pung

Alice Pung’s experiences and writings offer valuable lessons for both Asian Australians and the
broader community. Her candid storytelling provides a roadmap for understanding identity, cultural
negotiation, and resilience.

Embracing Complexity in Identity

One of the key takeaways from Pung’s narrative is that identity is not fixed or singular. Embracing the
complexity of being both Asian and Australian allows individuals to forge a more authentic sense of
self. It also helps dismantle rigid cultural binaries that can be limiting.

The Power of Storytelling and Community

Pung’s work underscores the importance of sharing stories to build empathy and community. Whether
through memoirs, essays, or anthologies, storytelling bridges gaps between cultures and generations,
fostering understanding.

Encouraging Open Conversations About Race and Belonging

Finally, Alice Pung’s reflections encourage ongoing dialogue about race, privilege, and inclusion.
These conversations are crucial in building a more equitable society where diverse experiences are
acknowledged and valued.

---

Growing up Asian in Australia, as seen through the eyes of Alice Pung, is a rich tapestry of challenges
and celebrations. Her honest and heartfelt narratives invite readers to appreciate the multifaceted



nature of identity and the enduring strength found in cultural heritage. As Australia continues to
evolve as a multicultural nation, voices like Pung’s play a vital role in shaping a more inclusive and
understanding future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Growing Up Asian in Australia'
edited by Alice Pung?
'Growing Up Asian in Australia' explores the diverse experiences of Asian-Australian youth,
highlighting themes of identity, belonging, cultural conflict, and the challenges of growing up between
two cultures.

Who is Alice Pung and what role does she play in 'Growing Up
Asian in Australia'?
Alice Pung is an Australian writer, editor, and lawyer of Cambodian-Chinese descent. She is the editor
of 'Growing Up Asian in Australia,' curating stories that capture the varied experiences of Asian
Australians.

Why is 'Growing Up Asian in Australia' considered an
important work in Australian literature?
It provides a platform for Asian-Australian voices, challenging stereotypes and broadening the
understanding of multicultural identity in Australia, making it a significant contribution to
contemporary Australian literature.

What types of stories are included in 'Growing Up Asian in
Australia'?
The book includes essays, short stories, poetry, and memoir excerpts from various Asian-Australian
writers, reflecting a wide range of personal experiences and perspectives.

How does 'Growing Up Asian in Australia' address the concept
of cultural identity?
The anthology examines the complexities of cultural identity, showing how Asian-Australian youth
navigate and reconcile their heritage with Australian society, often confronting issues of racism and
belonging.

In what ways has 'Growing Up Asian in Australia' impacted
Asian-Australian communities?
The book has fostered greater visibility and understanding of Asian-Australian experiences,
empowering individuals within these communities to share their stories and affirm their identities.



Can 'Growing Up Asian in Australia' be used in educational
settings? If so, how?
Yes, the anthology is commonly used in schools and universities to teach about multiculturalism,
identity, and contemporary Australian society, encouraging discussions on diversity and inclusion.

Additional Resources
Growing Up Asian in Australia: An Insight into Alice Pung’s Narrative

growing up asian in australia alice pung is not just a phrase but a profound exploration into the
multifaceted experiences of Asian-Australians, as articulated by writer and editor Alice Pung. Her
work, especially the anthology "Growing Up Asian in Australia," co-edited by Pung, has become a
seminal text that delves into the complexities of identity, belonging, and cultural negotiation for
Asian-Australian youth. This article investigates the thematic underpinnings, social contexts, and
literary significance of Pung’s contributions, contextualizing them within the broader discourse of
multicultural Australia.

Contextualizing "Growing Up Asian in Australia"

Alice Pung’s engagement with the subject matter stems from her own background as a daughter of
Cambodian and Chinese immigrants. Her personal narrative intersects with the collective stories
featured in the anthology, offering a nuanced perspective on the Asian-Australian experience. The
book, first published in 2008, compiles essays, stories, and poems from a diverse range of
contributors, each presenting a unique voice shaped by cultural hybridity.

The significance of "Growing Up Asian in Australia" lies in its challenge to the monolithic
representations of Asian identities in Australian media and literature. It foregrounds the diversity
within Asian communities, encompassing differences in ethnicity, language, migration histories, and
socio-economic backgrounds. This diversity is crucial for understanding the evolving nature of
Australian identity in the 21st century.

Thematic Exploration: Identity and Belonging

One of the primary themes in Pung’s work is the negotiation of identity amidst the pressures to
conform to both Australian societal norms and traditional Asian cultural expectations. Contributors
grapple with questions such as “What does it mean to be Asian in Australia?” and “How does one
balance dual cultural allegiances?”

This duality often manifests in experiences of racial microaggressions, stereotyping, and a persistent
sense of otherness. The anthology sheds light on the emotional and psychological landscapes of
young Asian Australians who navigate these challenges daily. For example, many essays discuss the
“model minority” stereotype, which, while seemingly positive, imposes unrealistic expectations and
masks individual struggles.



Language and Cultural Continuity

Language is another critical aspect explored in Pung’s work. The tension between maintaining
heritage languages at home and mastering English in public spaces reflects broader issues of cultural
preservation and assimilation. Some contributors recount the embarrassment or alienation felt when
their accents or linguistic habits mark them as different.

These narratives highlight the importance of linguistic diversity within Australia’s multicultural
framework and challenge the often Eurocentric linguistic norms. The struggle to retain cultural
practices while adapting to Australian society illustrates the dynamic processes of cultural continuity
and change.

Comparative Perspectives on Multiculturalism

Australia’s multicultural policy, officially adopted in the 1970s, aims to promote cultural diversity
while fostering social cohesion. However, Pung’s anthology implicitly critiques the limitations of this
policy by exposing the lived realities of Asian Australians who sometimes feel excluded from the
mainstream narrative.

Comparisons with other immigrant experiences in countries like Canada and the United States reveal
both similarities and differences. Like Australia, these nations contend with integrating diverse
populations and addressing systemic inequalities. However, Australia’s unique colonial history and
geographic location shape its multiculturalism in distinct ways, influencing how Asian identities are
constructed and perceived.

Pros and Cons of Multicultural Representation

Pros: Increased visibility of Asian-Australian voices fosters greater empathy and understanding,
enriching the national cultural tapestry.

Cons: Risk of essentializing or tokenizing Asian identities if representation is superficial or
stereotyped.

Alice Pung’s editorial approach in "Growing Up Asian in Australia" addresses these risks by prioritizing
authentic, diverse stories that resist simplistic categorization.

Literary Style and Impact

Pung’s editorial and narrative style is characterized by candidness, emotional depth, and a
commitment to social justice. Her works blend memoir, fiction, and critical essays, creating a
multifaceted portrayal of Asian-Australian lives. This hybridity in form mirrors the hybridity of identity



central to the anthology’s theme.

The impact of "Growing Up Asian in Australia" extends beyond literature into education and social
discourse. It is frequently included in school curricula and university courses, serving as a catalyst for
conversations about race, identity, and belonging. Furthermore, it has inspired subsequent
generations of writers and artists to explore their own multicultural experiences.

Challenges in Representation and Reception

Despite its acclaim, the book and similar works confront challenges such as:

Resistance from segments of society uncomfortable with multicultural narratives.1.

Commercial publishing constraints that favor mainstream, less complex stories.2.

The ongoing struggle to represent the heterogeneity within Asian-Australian communities3.
without reinforcing divisions.

These challenges underscore the importance of platforms like Pung’s anthology in broadening the
cultural conversation.

The Broader Social Implications

The narratives within "Growing Up Asian in Australia" illuminate broader societal issues such as
systemic racism, inclusion policies, and intercultural dialogue. By documenting the personal alongside
the political, Pung and her contributors advocate for a more inclusive Australia that recognizes and
values its diverse citizenry.

Moreover, the anthology serves as an important historical document capturing the sentiments of a
particular generation of Asian Australians, offering future researchers and policymakers insights into
the successes and shortcomings of multicultural integration.

Through this lens, growing up Asian in Australia—as expressed through Alice Pung’s editorial
vision—emerges as a complex, ongoing negotiation of identity, belonging, and representation within a
society continually reshaping its understanding of itself.

Growing Up Asian In Australia Alice Pung

  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Growing Up Asian in Australia Alice Pung,
2015-01-29 Asian - Australians have often been written about by outsiders, as outsiders. In this
collection, compiled by award - winning author Alice Pung, they tell their own stories with verve,

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-181/growing-up-asian-in-australia-alice-pung.pdf


courage and a large dose of humour. These are not predictable tales of food, festivals and traditional
dress. The food is here in all its steaming glory - but listen more closely to the dinner - table chatter
and you might be surprised by what you hear. Here are tales of leaving home, falling in love, coming
out and finding one's feet. A young Cindy Pan vows to win every single category of Nobel Prize. Tony
Ayres blows a kiss to a skinhead and lives to tell the tale. Benjamin Law has a close encounter with
some angry Australian fauna, and Kylie Kwong makes a moving pilgrimage to her great -
grandfather's Chinese village. Here are well - known authors and exciting new voices, spanning
several generations and drawn from all over Australia. In sharing their stories, they show us what it
is really like to grow up Asian, and Australian. Contributors include: Shaun Tan, Jason Yat - Sen Li,
John So, Annette Shun Wah, Quan Yeomans, Jenny Kee, Anh Do, Khoa Do, Caroline Tran and many
more.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Growing Up Asian in Australia Alice Pung,
2008-06-01 Asian-Australians have often been written about by outsiders, as outsiders. In this
collection, compiled by award-winning author Alice Pung, they tell their own stories with verve,
courage and a large dose of humour. These are not predictable tales of food, festivals and traditional
dress. The food is here in all its steaming glory - but listen more closely to the dinner-table chatter
and you might be surprised by what you hear. Here are tales of leaving home, falling in love, coming
out and finding one's feet. A young Cindy Pan vows to win every single category of Nobel Prize. Tony
Ayres blows a kiss to a skinhead and lives to tell the tale. Benjamin Law has a close encounter with
some angry Australian fauna, and Kylie Kwong makes a moving pilgrimage to her
great-grandfather's Chinese village. Here are well-known authors and exciting new voices, spanning
several generations and drawn from all over Australia. In sharing their stories, they show us what it
is really like to grow up Asian, and Australian. Contributors include: Shaun Tan, Jason Yat-Sen Li,
John So, Annette Shun Wah, Quan Yeomans, Jenny Kee, Anh Do, Khoa Do, Caroline Tran and many
more.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Growing Up Asian in Australia (Large Print
16pt) Alice Pung, 2015-01-29 This is an anthology of writing about what it is really like to grow up
Asian-Australian. Including contributions from established writers, public figures and exciting new
talents, this diverse and unpredictable collection throws out the cliches and takes readers behind
the stereotypes -- Provided by publisher.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Lucy and Linh Alice Pung, 2016-09-06 From an
author Amy Tan calls “a gem,” this is a witty, highly acclaimed novel that’s “part Mean Girls, part
Lord of the Flies” (The Bulletin, Starred review) about navigating life in private school while
remaining true to yourself. Lucy is a bit of a pushover, but she’s ambitious and smart, and she has
just received the opportunity of a lifetime: a scholarship to a prestigious school, and a ticket out of
her broken-down suburb. Though she’s worried she will stick out like badly cut bangs among the
razor-straight students, she is soon welcomed into the Cabinet, the supremely popular trio who wield
influence over classmates and teachers alike. Linh is blunt, strong-willed, and fearless—everything
Lucy once loved about herself. She is also Lucy’s last solid link to her life before private school, but
she is growing tired of being eclipsed by the glamour of the Cabinet. As Lucy floats further away
from the world she once knew, her connection to Linh—and to her old life—threatens to snap. Sharp
and honest, Alice Pung’s novel examines what it means to grow into the person you want to be
without leaving yourself behind. An NPR Best Book of the Year A Kirkus Reviews Best Book of the
Year A YALSA Best Fiction for Young Adults selection A Texas Tayhas Reading List Selection A Bank
Street College of Education and Children’s Book Committee Best Children’s Books of the Year with
Distinguished Outstanding Merit A bracing, enthralling gut-punch and an essential read for teens,
teachers, and parents alike. —Kirkus Reviews, Starred review This daring work with an authentic
protagonist teaches important lessons about being yourself while navigating through life.—School
Library Journal, Starred review Lucy’s struggle to find her place and sense of self will have a wide
appeal for teen readers and is a welcome addition to the prep-school canon.—Booklist, Starred
review Lyrical, enchanting prose from a narrator with perception so acute she cannot help but share



it immerses readers into the very heart of every scene. This is highly recommended for classrooms
and libraries [and] a superb choice for book discussion groups and world young adult literature
survey courses.--VOYA, Starred review Part Mean Girls, part Lord of the Flies, and part Special
Topics in Calamity Physics, this well-observed and unsentimental novel taps into what is primal
within privileged adolescent girls.—The Bulletin, Starred review Lucy’s narration pulls readers
alongside her uncertain navigation of two worlds, and we can’t help but cheer in solidarity as Lucy
recognizes assimilation masquerading as inclusion, refuses to back down, and instead embraces who
she is.—Horn Book Magazine In a novel filled with strong visual images, Pung draws a sharp
contrast between authenticity and deception, integrity and manipulation. Against the vividly painted
backdrops of two very different communities, she traces Lucy’s struggle to form a new identity
without compromising the values she holds closest to her heart.—Publishers Weekly
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Asia Literate Schooling in the Asian Century
Christine Halse, 2015-04-10 Globalization, migration, transnational movements and the development
of the tiger economies of Asia have led education leaders and policy makers around the world but
particularly in Australia, the USA, Canada, and New Zealand to view schools as key sites for
developing ‘globally competent’, ‘Asia literate’ citizens who have the capabilities to live, work and
interact with the peoples, cultures and societies of Asia. In what has been dubbed the ‘Asian
Century’, nations are increasingly seeking to transform their schooling policies, curricula, and
teaching workforces to engage with the growing influence of the peoples, cultures and societies both
within and beyond Asia. This is the first book to subject to critical scrutiny and analysis the concepts,
policies and practices of schooling involved in building intercultural relations with the diverse
contemporary manifestations of ‘Asia’. It brings into dialogue scholars who are at the forefront of
current thinking, policy and practice on Asia-related schooling, and contributes to a broader,
international debate about the future shape of intercultural schooling in a global world. Asia Literate
Schooling in the Asian Century offers chapters on: • Learning Asia: In search of a new narrative •
Asia Literacy as Experiential Learning • Professional Standards and Ethics in Teaching Asia Literacy
• The Feasibility of Implementing Cross-Curricular Studies of Asia • Deparochialising Education and
the Asian Priority: A Curriculum (Re)Imagination This book will appeal to scholars and practitioners
in Education, and is suitable as a reference for teacher education courses. It will also interest
scholars specialising in Asian Studies.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Secondary English Rod Quin, Duncan Driver,
2020-09-22 Secondary English: Subject and Method is a comprehensive introduction to the theory
and practice of teaching English in secondary schools for pre-service teachers. Written by highly
accomplished teachers of subject English, the book's practical approach to language, literacy and
literature, fosters the skills of assessment, unit planning and teaching strategies. With detailed
consideration of reading, writing, grammar and language conventions, and chapters devoted to a
variety of text types, Secondary English scaffolds you on the journey from learner to a teacher of
English. To support this journey Secondary English uses a range of engaging features, including:
Learning outcomes aligned to the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers; The voice of
teacher and student experiences; Pause and think questions; Theory to practice boxes; Lesson plans
and classroom activities; End-of-chapter activities help build pre-service teachers' resource files.
Secondary English is a useful resource for introducing pre-service teachers to the practice of
teaching English.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Telling Tales Kylie Cardell, Kate Douglas,
2017-08-10 Young writers have historically played a pivotal role in shaping autobiographical genres
and this continues into the graphic and digital texts which characterise contemporary life writing.
This volume offers a selection of pertinent case studies which illuminate some of the core themes
which have come to characterise autobiographical writings of childhood, including: cultural and
identity representations and tensions, coming into knowledge and education, sexuality, prejudice,
war, and trauma. The book also reveals preoccupations with the cultural forms of autobiographical
writings of childhood and youth take, engaging in discussions of archives, graphic texts, digital



forms, testimony, didacticism in autobiography and the anthologising of life writing. This collection
will open up broader conversations about the scope of life writing about childhood and youth and the
importance of life writing genres in prompting dialogues about literary cultures and coming of age.
This book was originally published as a special issue of Prose Studies.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Literature Education in the Asia-Pacific Chin
Ee Loh, Suzanne S. Choo, Catherine Beavis, 2018-03-29 The continual rise of English as a global
lingua franca has meant that English literature, both as a discipline and as a tool in ESL and EFL
classrooms, is being used in varied ways outside the inner circle of English. This edited collection
provides an overview of English literature education in the Asia-Pacific in global times, bringing to
international attention a rich understanding of the trends, issues and challenges specific to nations
within the Asia-Pacific region. Comprising contributions from Australia, China, Hong Kong, India,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Vietnam, the collection addresses the diversity of
learners in different national, cultural and teaching contexts. In doing so, it provides insights into
historical and current trends in literature education, foregrounds specific issues and challenges in
policymaking and implementation, presents practical matters concerning text selection, use of
literature in the language classroom, innovative practices in literature education, and raises
pressing and important questions about the nature, purpose and importance of literature education
in global times.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Cultural, Religious and Political Contestations
Fethi Mansouri, 2015-05-06 This book examines the foundations of multiculturalism in the context of
émigré societies and from a multi-dimensional perspective. The work considers the politics of
multiculturalism and focuses on how the discourse of cultural rights and intercultural relations in
western societies can and should be accounted for at a philosophical, as well as performative level.
Theoretical perspectives on current debates about cultural diversity, religious minorities and
minority rights emerge in this volume. The book draws our attention to the polarised nature of
contemporary multicultural debates through a well-synthesised series of empirical case studies that
are grounded in solid epistemological foundations and contributed by leading experts from around
the world. Readers will discover a fresh re-examination of prominent multicultural settings such as
Canada and Australia but also an emphasis on less examined case studies among multicultural
societies, as with New Zealand and Italy. Authors engage critically and innovatively with the various
ethical challenges and policy dilemmas surrounding the management of cultural and religious
diversity in our contemporary societies. Comparative perspectives and a focus on core questions
related to multiculturalism, not only at the level of practice but also from historical and philosophical
perspectives, tie these chapters from different disciplines together. This work will appeal to a
multi-disciplinary audience, including scholars of political philosophy, sociology, religious studies
and those with an interest in migration, culture and religion in contemporary societies.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Location-Shaped Theologies Rosemary Dewerse,
2024-10-01 Context is profoundly significant for shaping our understanding of God and what it
means to be human. In this volume three scholars from South Australia explore the gifts of and
challenges to theologies shaped by their locations. In 'Reimagining God and the Church in Australia
through an Adnyamathanha Lens', Rev Dr Aunty Denise Champion from the Flinders Ranges argues
for attending to ancient wisdom gifted by ancestors in Country as our primary resource for
understanding the 'new thing' that is Christ. She explores some of her peoples' experiences of, and
the ongoing implications therefore for, church and Christology in this place. 'Jesus Walking on
Aboriginal Countries,' by Dr Labhaoise Upton, a Catholic woman, charts the surprising wisdom she
encountered listening to Elders along the Dingo Songline as she took up Pope John Paul II's 1986
charge to joyfully receive the contribution to the Church of Aboriginal peoples. And in 'Locational
Challenges for Second Generation Asian Australian Theology', Rev Cyrus Kung, a second- generation
Hong Kong Chinese Australian, presses by way of autobiographical theology into the locational
challenges he perceives exist for him and others like him to theologise in Australia.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Labels and Locations Louise Lightfoot,



2015-02-27 Some happy occasions, like the 1995 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Book to
Bangladeshi-Australian author Adib Khan, the 2008 Man Booker Prize to Indian born Australian
writer Arvinda Adiga, and the 2013 Australian Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Fiction to Sri
Lankan-Australian author Michele de Krester, have boosted the self-confidence of South
Asian-Australian writers in Australia. South Asian diasporic communities have also been the focus
for relatively small, but constantly growing, studies by anthropologists and sociologists on the
interrelation of gender, race, ethnicity and migration in Australia. The terms Labels and Locations
capture numerous aspects that contribute in the making of a diasporic consciousness. This book
critically examines the issues of identity, gender, family, class and caste, expressed in the short
narratives of South Asian diaspora writers based in Australia. Taking an interdisciplinary approach –
from literary, cultural, historical, anthropological, and sociological studies – this book engages
chiefly with the oeuvre of postcolonial writers and academics, namely: Mena Abdullah, Adib Khan,
Yasmine Gooneratne, Michelle De Kretser, Chandani Lokugé, Chitra Fernando, Satendra Nandan,
Suneeta Peres da Costa, Hanifa Deen, Christopher Cyrill, Suvendrini Perera, Sunil Govinnage, Brij V.
Lal, Sunil Badami, Glenn D’Cruz, Chris Raja, Manik Datar, David De Vos, Rashmere Bhatti, Kirpal
Singh Chauli, Sujhatha Fernandes, Neelam Maharaj, Sushie Narayan, Madu Pasipanodya, Shrishti
Sharma, Beryl T. Mitchell, and Sunitha. This book will, by calling upon the works of this
much-neglected South Asian diaspora group, fill a lacuna in the broader critical rubric of diaspora
studies.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Enriched relations edited by David Lowe, Amit
Sarwal, with a foreword by Lachlan Strahan,
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Transient Mobility and Middle Class Identity
Catherine Gomes, 2016-12-28 This book offers an understanding of the transient migration
experience in the Asia-Pacific through the lens of communication and entertainment media. It
examines the role played by digital technologies and uncovers how the combined wider field of
entertainment media (films, television shows and music) are vital and helpful platforms that
positively aid migrants through self and communal empowerment. This book specifically looks at the
upwardly mobile middle class transient migrants studying and working in two of the Asia-Pacific’s
most desirable transient migration destinations – Australia and Singapore – providing a cutting edge
study of the identities transient migrants create and maintain while overseas and the strategies they
use to cope with life in transience.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: The Golden Country Tim Watts, 2019-09-17 A
topical and provocative exploration of Australian identity by Federal MP and author Tim Watts.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Postcolonial Past & Present Anne Collett, Leigh
Dale, 2018-11-26 In Postcolonial Past & Present twelve outstanding scholars of literature, history
and visual arts look to those spaces Epeli Hau’ofa has insisted are full not empty, asking what it
might mean to Indigenise culture. A new cultural politics demands new forms of making and
interpretation that rethink and reroute existing cultural categories and geographies. These ‘makers’
include Mukunda Das, Janet Frame, Xavier Herbert, Tomson Highway, Claude McKay, Marie
Munkara, Elsje van Keppel, Albert Wendt, Jane Whiteley and Alexis Wright. Case studies from
Canada to the Caribbean, India to the Pacific, and Africa, analyse the productive ways that artists
and intellectuals have made sense of turbulent local and global forces. Contributors: Bill Ashcroft,
Debnarayan Bandyopadhyay, Anne Brewster, Diana Brydon, Meeta Chatterjee—Padmanabhan, Anne
Collett, Dorothy Jones, Kay Lawrence, Russell McDougall, Tekura Moeka’a, Tony Simões da Silva,
Teresia Teaiwa, Albert Wendt, Lydia Wevers, Diana Wood Conroy
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Culinary Discourses in Asian-Australian
Writing Astrid Schwegler-Castañer, 2025-03-24 Besides nourishing us, food can be used
metaphorically to help us understand the complex and abstract concepts through which we
negotiate our position in the world: we talk about digesting ideas, ruminating on a problem, or
swallowing an insult. Building on this premise, the book offers a detailed analysis of culinary
imagery in twenty-first-century works from Asian Australian authors, like Hsu-Ming Teo, Alice Pung,



Simone Lazaroo, and Shaun Tan. Food is used to embody the abstractions that underlie racial
inequalities and conflicts, questioning the superficiality of Australia’s official multiculturalism and its
reproduction of racial and cultural privileges. At the same time, the analysis highlights the power of
these fictional narratives to envision alternative worlds in the hope of gaining common ground for
human understanding and solidarity.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Inside Australian Culture Baden Offord, Erika
Kerruish, Rob Garbutt, Adele Wessell, Kirsten Pavlovic, 2014-07-01 “Inside Australian Culture:
Legacies of Enlightenment Values” offers a critical intervention in the continuing effects of
colonization in Australia and the structures it brought, which still inform and dominate its public
culture. Through a careful analysis of three disparate but significant moments in Australian history,
the authors investigate the way the British Enlightenment continues to dominate contemporary
Australian thinking and values. Employing the lens of Indian cultural theorist Ashis Nandy, the
authors argue for an Australian public culture that is profoundly conscious of its assumptions,
history and limitations.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: The Digital Academic Deborah Lupton, Inger
Mewburn, Pat Thomson, 2017-08-07 Academic work, like many other professional occupations, has
increasingly become digitised. This book brings together leading scholars who examine the impacts,
possibilities, politics and drawbacks of working in the contemporary university, using digital
technologies. Contributors take a critical perspective in identifying the implications of digitisation
for the future of higher education, academic publishing protocols and platforms and academic
employment conditions, the ways in which academics engage in their everyday work and as public
scholars and relationships with students and other academics. The book includes accounts of using
digital media and technologies as part of academic practice across teaching, research administration
and scholarship endeavours, as well as theoretical perspectives. The contributors span the spectrum
of early to established career academics and are based in education, research administration,
sociology, digital humanities, media and communication.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: Fostering Culturally Diverse Leadership in
Organisations Karen Loon, 2022-08-15 Leveraging academic research and case studies, knowledge
as a business leader and diversity practitioner, and personal experience, Karen Loon examines how
successful culturally diverse leaders at work resolve the contradictions and tensions of their
identities within organisations. What can we learn from those leaders who have thrived and smashed
the ‘bamboo ceiling’? Moreover, are there other factors holding organisational change back? The
book proposes research-based recommendations for aspiring leaders and corporate practitioners
whilst revealing the potential inhibitors to progress. Split into three sections, Loon examines current
research on identities in multicultural nations and organisations, delves into the career progression
of successful Asian-Australian leaders to explore how they negotiate identity in the workplace, and
provides a roadmap of actions for business leaders looking to create more inclusive and diverse
cultures in their organisations. Written for both people new to diversity and those keen on new
perspectives, the book is well-suited for aspiring leaders at any stage of their careers looking to
accelerate their careers, as well as C-Suite, HR, and Diversity leads.
  growing up asian in australia alice pung: The Routledge Companion to Australian
Literature Jessica Gildersleeve, 2020-12-22 In recent years, Australian literature has experienced a
revival of interest both domestically and internationally. The increasing prominence of work by
writers like Christos Tsiolkas, heightened through television and film adaptation, as well as the
award of major international prizes to writers like Richard Flanagan, and the development of new,
high-profile prizes like the Stella Prize, have all reinvigorated interest in Australian literature both at
home and abroad. This Companion emerges as a part of that reinvigoration, considering anew the
history and development of Australian literature and its key themes, as well as tracing the transition
of the field through those critical debates. It considers works of Australian literature on their own
terms, as well as positioning them in their critical and historical context and their ethical and
interactive position in the public and private spheres. With an emphasis on literature’s



responsibilities, this book claims Australian literary studies as a field uniquely positioned to expose
the ways in which literature engages with, produces and is produced by its context, provoking a
critical re-evaluation of the concept of the relationship between national literatures, cultures, and
histories, and the social function of literary texts.
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