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General Damages in Personal Injury Cases: Understanding Their Role and
Importance

general damages in personal injury cases often form a crucial part of
compensation awarded to victims who have suffered harm due to someone else’s
negligence or intentional wrongdoing. Unlike special damages, which cover
tangible financial losses such as medical bills or lost wages, general
damages address the more intangible, non-economic impacts of an injury. These
damages recognize the pain, suffering, emotional distress, and diminished
quality of life that a person endures after an accident or injury. If you’re
navigating a personal injury claim, understanding how general damages work
can significantly affect the outcome and fairness of your settlement.

What Are General Damages in Personal Injury
Cases?

General damages refer to compensation for losses that do not have a precise
monetary value but are very real and deeply felt by the injured party. These
include the physical and psychological effects of an injury that go beyond
the immediate medical expenses. Because they’re intangible, determining the
exact amount can be complex and often relies heavily on the specifics of the
case, the severity of the injury, and legal precedents.

Distinguishing General Damages from Special Damages

In any personal injury lawsuit, damages typically fall into two broad
categories:

Special damages: Quantifiable financial losses such as medical bills,
rehabilitation costs, lost income, property damage, and future earning
capacity.

General damages: Non-financial losses including pain and suffering,
emotional distress, loss of enjoyment of life, and loss of consortium
(companionship or support from family).

While special damages are easier to calculate with invoices and receipts,
general damages require a more nuanced assessment because they relate to the



human experience of injury.

Types of General Damages in Personal Injury
Cases

General damages cover a broad range of non-economic harms that impact an
individual's well-being. Here are some of the most common types:

Pain and Suffering

Physical pain resulting from injuries is one of the primary forms of general
damages. This includes acute pain immediately after the injury as well as
chronic pain that may persist long after medical treatment ends. Courts
recognize that pain can severely affect a person’s daily life, making this a
critical component of compensation.

Emotional Distress and Mental Anguish

Injuries don’t just hurt the body—they can also cause significant
psychological trauma. Anxiety, depression, PTSD, and emotional suffering
following an accident are valid bases for claiming general damages. These
damages acknowledge the mental toll that an injury can take on a person and
their family.

Loss of Enjoyment of Life

When an injury limits a person’s ability to participate in hobbies, social
activities, or other pleasures they once enjoyed, this loss is compensable
under general damages. It reflects the diminished quality of life caused by
the injury.

Loss of Consortium

This type of damage compensates the injured person’s spouse or family members
for the loss of companionship, love, affection, and support due to the
injury. It’s often claimed in severe injury cases where relationships are
profoundly affected.



How Are General Damages Calculated?

Calculating general damages is more art than science. Since these damages are
subjective, courts and insurance companies rely on several factors to
estimate a fair amount:

Severity of the injury: More serious injuries typically result in higher
general damages.

Duration of suffering: Temporary pain may warrant less compensation than
permanent or lifelong conditions.

Impact on daily life: How much the injury disrupts normal activities,
work, and emotional well-being.

Precedent cases: Previous rulings in similar cases help guide
compensation amounts.

Expert testimony: Medical and psychological experts may provide insights
into the extent of pain, suffering, or emotional distress.

Some jurisdictions use specific formulas or multipliers—often multiplying
special damages by a certain number—to approximate general damages. However,
these methods vary widely and are adapted to fit the unique circumstances of
each case.

The Importance of Documenting Your Non-Economic
Losses

Because general damages are intangible, thorough documentation is essential
to build a strong claim. Victims should keep detailed records not only of
their medical treatments but also of how the injury affects their mood,
relationships, and everyday activities.

Tips for Supporting Your Claim

Maintain a pain diary: Write down daily pain levels and how pain
interferes with your routine.

Record emotional impacts: Note feelings of anxiety, depression, or
changes in behavior.



Gather witness statements: Friends and family can provide testimony
about how your injury has changed your life.

Consult mental health professionals: Psychological evaluations can
support claims of emotional distress.

These documents help paint a vivid picture of the real-life effects of your
injury, making general damages claims more compelling.

Challenges in Pursuing General Damages

One of the biggest hurdles in obtaining fair compensation for general damages
is their subjective nature. Insurance adjusters and defense attorneys may
downplay or dispute claims of pain and suffering to reduce payouts.
Additionally, juries sometimes struggle with assigning monetary value to non-
economic losses, leading to variability in awards.

It’s also important to be aware of any caps or limits imposed by state laws
on non-economic damages. Some jurisdictions restrict the maximum amount that
can be awarded for pain and suffering, which can affect your overall
compensation.

Why Legal Representation Matters

Navigating the complexities of general damages in personal injury cases is
often best done with experienced legal counsel. A skilled personal injury
attorney understands how to gather persuasive evidence, negotiate with
insurers, and present a compelling case in court if necessary. They can also
help ensure that none of your non-economic losses are overlooked or
undervalued.

The Role of General Damages in Settlement
Negotiations

In many personal injury cases, settlements occur before trial. General
damages can play a significant role in these negotiations because they often
represent the largest portion of compensation after special damages are
covered.

An effective settlement strategy will highlight the full extent of your pain
and suffering, emotional distress, and lifestyle changes. When these are
clearly documented and articulated, opposing parties are more likely to agree



to a fair settlement, avoiding prolonged litigation.

Balancing Realistic Expectations

While general damages can be substantial, it’s important to maintain
realistic expectations. Overinflated claims may backfire, while undervaluing
your losses might leave you undercompensated. Consulting with professionals
who understand your jurisdiction’s standards ensures your claim strikes the
right balance.

---

Understanding general damages in personal injury cases is essential for
anyone seeking justice and fair compensation after an accident. These damages
acknowledge that injuries affect more than just the body and wallet—they
touch the very fabric of a person’s life and well-being. Taking the time to
document your experience and work with knowledgeable advocates can make a
significant difference in how these invaluable losses are recognized and
remedied.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are general damages in personal injury cases?
General damages refer to non-monetary compensation awarded to a plaintiff for
intangible losses such as pain and suffering, emotional distress, loss of
enjoyment of life, and mental anguish resulting from a personal injury.

How are general damages calculated in personal
injury cases?
General damages are typically calculated based on factors like the severity
and duration of the injury, impact on quality of life, medical prognosis, and
sometimes using multiplier or per diem methods to estimate compensation for
pain and suffering.

Are general damages taxable in personal injury
settlements?
Generally, compensatory damages for physical injuries or sickness, including
general damages, are not taxable under U.S. tax law. However, punitive
damages and interest may be taxable.



Can general damages be awarded for psychological
injuries in personal injury cases?
Yes, general damages can include compensation for psychological injuries such
as anxiety, depression, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and other
emotional distress caused by the injury.

What is the difference between general damages and
special damages in personal injury cases?
General damages compensate for intangible losses like pain and suffering,
while special damages cover quantifiable monetary losses such as medical
bills, lost wages, and property damage.

Do all personal injury cases include general
damages?
Most personal injury cases include a claim for general damages, especially
when the injury results in pain, suffering, or loss of quality of life.
However, minor cases with minimal impact may result in lower or no general
damages.

How long does it take to receive general damages
after a personal injury settlement?
The timeline varies depending on case complexity and settlement negotiations,
but once a settlement is reached or a verdict is awarded, general damages are
typically paid shortly after the case is resolved.

Can general damages be reduced or capped in personal
injury cases?
Yes, some jurisdictions impose statutory caps on general damages in personal
injury cases to limit the amount plaintiffs can receive for pain and
suffering and other non-economic losses.

Do insurance companies often dispute general damages
claims?
Yes, insurance companies may challenge the amount claimed for general
damages, arguing that the pain and suffering or emotional distress claims are
exaggerated or unsupported by evidence.

What evidence is used to support claims for general



damages in personal injury cases?
Evidence may include medical records, expert testimony, psychological
evaluations, personal journals, witness statements, and documentation of how
the injury has impacted the plaintiff's daily life and mental health.

Additional Resources
**Understanding General Damages in Personal Injury Cases: An Analytical
Review**

general damages in personal injury cases represent a critical component of
legal compensation sought by plaintiffs who have suffered harm due to another
party’s negligence or intentional wrongdoing. Unlike special damages, which
cover quantifiable monetary losses such as medical bills and lost wages,
general damages address non-economic harm that is inherently subjective and
more challenging to calculate. This article delves into the nature,
calculation, and legal considerations surrounding general damages in personal
injury claims, providing a comprehensive and nuanced understanding for legal
professionals, claimants, and interested readers alike.

The Nature of General Damages in Personal
Injury Cases

General damages, sometimes called non-economic damages, compensate for
intangible losses that do not have a direct price tag. These typically
include pain and suffering, emotional distress, loss of enjoyment of life,
and loss of consortium. In personal injury cases, such damages acknowledge
the broader impact of injury beyond immediate financial setbacks, recognizing
the profound ways in which a person’s life can be altered.

The intangible nature of general damages inherently complicates their
evaluation. Unlike medical expenses or property damage, these damages require
courts or juries to assess the severity and duration of suffering, often
relying on testimony, expert opinions, and precedent. This evaluative
challenge has led to considerable variation in awards, influenced by
jurisdiction, case specifics, and legal representation.

Distinguishing General Damages from Special Damages

A foundational step in understanding general damages in personal injury cases
is distinguishing them from special damages. Special damages are economic
losses that can be objectively documented and calculated. Examples include:



Medical bills and rehabilitation costs

Lost wages and loss of earning capacity

Property damage related to the injury incident

Transportation expenses for medical appointments

By contrast, general damages are inherently personal and subjective,
addressing the qualitative impact of injuries, such as:

Physical pain and suffering endured

Mental anguish or emotional trauma

Loss of companionship or consortium

Permanent disability or disfigurement

This distinction is critical in personal injury litigation because it
dictates evidence requirements and influences how damages are argued and
awarded.

Calculating General Damages: Methods and
Challenges

The calculation of general damages remains one of the most complex aspects of
personal injury law. Unlike special damages, there is no fixed formula or
invoice to rely upon. Legal professionals often use several methods to
approximate a fair amount for general damages, each with advantages and
limitations.

Multiplier Method

One common approach is the multiplier method, which involves multiplying the
total special damages by a factor typically ranging from 1.5 to 5. The
multiplier reflects the injury’s severity, the plaintiff’s pain duration, and
the overall impact on quality of life. For example, if special damages total
$50,000 and the multiplier is 3, the general damages award might be $150,000.

The strength of this method is its simplicity and direct linkage to tangible
losses, providing a baseline for negotiation or jury consideration. However,



critics argue it oversimplifies the subjective nature of pain and suffering
and can lead to inconsistent awards.

Per Diem Method

Another technique is the per diem (per day) method, which assigns a daily
monetary value to the plaintiff’s pain and suffering and multiplies it by the
number of days the plaintiff is affected. This method is particularly useful
when the injury’s duration is relatively clear, such as recovery from surgery
or temporary disability.

While the per diem method offers a structured timeline for damages, it can be
contentious to assign a daily rate that fairly represents the plaintiff’s
experience. Moreover, it may undervalue chronic conditions or permanent
impairments that extend beyond measurable periods.

Jury Discretion and Judicial Oversight

In many jurisdictions, ultimately, juries play a significant role in
determining general damages. Juries weigh evidence, witness testimony, and
expert assessments to arrive at an award they perceive as just. Judicial
oversight exists to prevent awards that are grossly excessive or inadequate,
often through post-trial motions or statutory caps.

Some states impose limits on non-economic damages in personal injury cases,
especially in medical malpractice suits, aiming to control insurance costs
and litigation expenses. These caps can significantly affect the potential
recovery for pain and suffering, altering the strategic landscape for
plaintiffs and defendants.

Legal and Practical Considerations in Pursuing
General Damages

When pursuing general damages in personal injury cases, several legal and
practical factors come into play that can shape the outcome of claims.

The Role of Evidence

Because general damages are subjective, evidence plays a crucial role in
substantiating claims. Plaintiffs often present:



Medical records documenting pain or psychological harm

Expert testimony from physicians, psychologists, or vocational
specialists

Personal testimony describing the impact on daily life and relationships

Photographic or video evidence of injuries or disabilities

Strong, credible evidence can significantly enhance the likelihood of
securing meaningful general damages, whereas weak or inconsistent evidence
may lead to lower or denied awards.

Impact of Jurisdictional Differences

Jurisdictional laws and cultural attitudes toward damages vary widely,
affecting both the calculation and award of general damages in personal
injury cases. Some courts favor higher awards as a deterrent against
negligence, while others emphasize limiting damages to control costs.

For example, states like California and New York have nuanced approaches,
with caps on certain damages but allowances for exceptions in catastrophic
injury cases. Understanding local laws and precedents is essential for
attorneys crafting effective strategies for maximizing or defending against
general damages claims.

Insurance and Settlement Dynamics

Insurance companies often play a pivotal role in negotiating general damages
settlements. Because these damages are less predictable, insurers may employ
conservative estimates or use settlement offers to mitigate risk. Plaintiffs’
attorneys must be prepared to negotiate assertively, presenting compelling
evidence to justify higher awards.

Settlements are common in personal injury cases, and general damages often
become a focal point during these negotiations. The challenge lies in
balancing realistic expectations with the desire to fully compensate for non-
economic harm.

Broader Implications of General Damages Awards

The awarding of general damages in personal injury litigation has far-
reaching implications beyond the immediate parties involved. These awards can



influence legal standards, insurance premiums, and public policy.

Higher general damages awards may encourage safer business practices and
greater accountability by defendants. Conversely, they can also drive up
insurance costs, sometimes leading to legislative reforms aimed at damage
caps or alternative dispute resolution mechanisms.

Moreover, the subjective nature of general damages continues to fuel debates
about fairness and consistency in the legal system. Balancing the need to
adequately compensate victims while avoiding excessive or arbitrary awards
remains a delicate task for courts and lawmakers.

The evolving landscape of general damages in personal injury cases reflects
broader societal values surrounding justice, compensation, and risk
management. Legal professionals must stay informed about current trends, case
law, and statutory changes to effectively navigate this complex area of law.

General Damages In Personal Injury Cases

  general damages in personal injury cases: Guidelines for the Assessment of General
Damages in Personal Injury Cases Judicial College, 2012-09-20 This is the standard reference work
for general damages in personal injury claims, and essential reading for all those involved in the
area of personal injury. The Guidelines are designed to provide a clear and logical framework for the
assessment of general damages while leaving the discretion of the assessor unfettered, since every
case must depend to a degree on its own facts. They provide an invaluable guide to all those
involved in personal injury litigation. As with previous editions, all judges involved in hearing
personal injury cases will automatically receive a copy of the book. This eleventh edition has been
fully updated to take account of inflation and decisions made in the two years since the previous
edition and includes a foreword written by The Right Honourable Dame Janet Smith DBE.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Guidelines for the Assessment of General
Damages in Personal Injury Cases Great Britain. Judicial Studies Board, 1992
  general damages in personal injury cases: Guidelines for the Assessment of General
Damages in Personal Injury Cases , 2010
  general damages in personal injury cases: Guidelines for the Assessment of General
Damages in Personal Injury Cases Great Britain. Judicial College, 2017 This authoritative guide to
assessing general damages in personal injury claims is widely used by judges involved in such cases.
This edition is fully up to date and in line with all recent legislation, awards, and practice.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Guidelines for the Assessment of General
Damages in Personal Injury Cases Colin Mackay, Great Britain. Judicial Studies Board, 2008 This
authoritative guide to assessing general damages in personal injury claims is widely used by judges
involved in such cases. This eighth edition is fully up to date and in line with all recent legislation,
awards and practice.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Guidelines for the Assessment of General
Damages in Personal Injury Cases Judicial Studies Board, 2000 This fifth edition has undergone a
major review to take account of the recent decision of the Court of appeal in Heil vRankin (2000) 2
WLR 1173 which made principled increases inthe level of personal injury awards over L10,000. In
arriving at the guidelines given, the authors have alsodistilled the important decisions of the courts
since the publication of the last edition, and amended the figures to take into account the
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inflationary rise of the past two years. The Guidelines are designed to provide a clear and logical
framework for the assessment of damages while leaving the discretion of the assessor unfettered,
since every case must depend to a degree on its own facts. They provide a guide toall those involved
in personal injury litigation: solicitors,barristers, insurance companies, trade unions and the medical
defence organizations.;A copy of the book will be sent to every judge who hears civil court cases.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Essential Cases on Damage Benedict Winiger,
Helmut Koziol, Bernhard A. Koch, Reinhard Zimmermann, 2011-11-30 The increasing
Europeanisation of the law of delict/torts has produced textbooks, casebooks, monographs, and also
sets of model rules of a genuinely European character. A major gap still existing today relates to the
experiences gathered in the national legal systems over the past decades. The present work
attempts to fill this gap for one key element of tort law: the notion of damage. It thus does what the
previous volume in the ‘Digest of European Tort Law’ series did for another key element, ie natural
causation. Once again, the publication contains a selection of the most important cases decided in 26
states across Europe as well as by the European Court of Justice. For each case the facts and the
relevant court decision are presented, and the decision is analysed within the wider context of the
development of the respective legal system. In addition, the editors provide comparative analyses of
the case law reported in this volume concerning all the specific problems raised under the heading
of damage. The publication also looks into how key cases would be resolved under the European
model rules drafted in the field of tort law; and it also highlights cases from earlier periods of legal
history. The editors believe that the material gathered here may provide guidance for an organic
convergence of the national legal systems in Europe. It constitutes the basis of an acquis commun
that is infinitely richer (though also much more complex) than the rather bland and abstract
concepts contained in national codifications, European legislation, and the modern model rules.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and the Law
Trevor Hicks, 2003 'Nervous shock' cases form an area of law, which illustrates well the operation of
judicial policy. It is possible from such cases to trace the changing attitudes of lawyers, doctors and
of society in general to psychiatric injury over the last century. These cases also highlight the
changing judicial attitudes to the scope of duty of care and to the whole issue of policy decisions.
The recognition of nervous shock similarly illustrates the development of medical knowledge in
relation to psychiatric injury. The recognition of Post traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSD) has been a
relatively new and controversial phenomenon and this disorder has now been incorporated into the
various classifications of mental disorder as a recognisable psychiatric illness. This book examines
the development of the law and medical knowledge in relation to cases of nervous shock and in
particular to PTSD. The expansion and subsequent contraction of liability is shown to be dynamic in
nature, as both legal and medical knowledge have increased. The intention of this book is to provide
a concise review of the law comparing it to current medical knowledge in relation to PTSD. The book
is intended to be of use to professionals involved in psychiatric injury cases who require an up to
date understanding of PTSD.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Tort Law Jenny Steele, 2017 'Tort Law' offers a
stimulating introduction to the subject. Jenny Steele provides a sound analysis of the key principles
before exploring a wide range of critical perspectives through an extensive selection of cases and
materials.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Review of Civil Litigation Costs Great Britain.
Ministry of Justice, Rupert M. Jackson, 2010 In January 2009, the then Master of the Rolls, Sir
Anthony Clarke, appointed Lord Justice Jackson to lead a fundamental review of the rules and
principles governing the costs of civil litigation. This report intends to establish how the costs rules
operate and how they impact on the behavior of both parties and lawyers.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Landmark Cases in Medical Law Jonathan
Herring, Jesse Wall, 2015-08-27 This new addition to Hart Publishing's Landmark Cases series
brings together leading figures in the field to discuss a selection of the most significant cases in
medical law. These are cases which either signpost a new development for medical law, illustrate an



important development of the law, or signpost likely future developments of the law. The cases are
explored in their social and historical context to understand better what has influenced the
development of the law. This collection provides a fascinating insight in the interaction of medical
law and broader social changes to our bodies, illness and medical professionals.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Kidner's Casebook on Torts Kirsty Horsey, Erika
Rackley, 2017 The essential companion for undergraduate tort law students, providing a
comprehensive portable library of leading tort cases. Horsey & Rackley bring together a range of
carefully edited extracts, combined with insightful commentary, questions, and annotated cases to
help students identify and analyse the key elements of a case.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Civil Litigation 2007-2008 Craig Osborne, 2007
Civil Litigation is a self-contained reference book, designed for use as a core text on the Legal
Practice Course. Using illustrations, precedents, and diagrams it describes the civil litigation
process, from obtaining instructions through to trial and enforcement of judgments. This
editionincludes all recent changes to the Civil Procedure Rules and the subsequent case law. The
text also includes examples to show specimen Directions from the fast track, multi-track and where
Part 36 payments and offers have been made, highlighting to students the practical application of
theprocedures covered. It has also been updated to be more accessible to students, and includes a
number of key point summaries and flowcharts. The section on the impact of the Human Rights Act
on civil litigation introduces students to an increasingly important area which will be crucial in
practice. The guide highlights what students should understand before going into practice and its
practitioner focus prepares them for the more comprehensive texts they will use once they have
completed the Legal Practice Course.
  general damages in personal injury cases: The Courts Great Britain. Parliament. House of
Commons. Constitutional Affairs Committee, Great Britain: Parliament: House of Commons:
Constitutional Affairs Committee, 2005-12-06 The Committee's report examines the small claims
system in the county court, focusing on the following issues: provision of IT facilities and listing
procedures, enforcement of judgements, limits on claims for personal injury and housing disrepair,
and proposals for a European Small Claims Procedure to cover cross-border cases. The Committee
finds that the small claims system generally works well in providing a low cost, good quality
procedure for large numbers of litigants which is more informal and quicker than ordinary
proceedings. However, the report also identifies a number of areas for improvement, including the
need to introduce electronic document management and listing software to increase work efficiency;
to improve enforceability of judgements; and to review financial limits for claims relating to personal
injury and housing disrepair.
  general damages in personal injury cases: The Law of Motor Insurance Robert M. Merkin,
Jeremy Stuart-Smith, 2004 As statutes and regulations increasingly inhibit the rights of private
landowners, the restrictive covenant has subtly emerged as one of the few remaining tools of
property control available to the freeholder of land. This new edition discusses recent case law and
its far-reaching effects on the jurisdiction of the Lands Tribunal, the modification or discharge of
covenants and the compensation required It also incorporates rent charge covenants and other use
obligations, and the problems of consent and breach Detailed chapters are included on procedure in
Lands Tribunal applications
  general damages in personal injury cases: How Judges Judge Brian M. Barry, 2020-11-26 A
judge’s role is to make decisions. This book is about how judges undertake this task. It is about
forces on the judicial role and their consequences, about empirical research from a variety of
academic disciplines that observes and verifies how factors can affect how judges judge. On the one
hand, judges decide by interpreting and applying the law, but much more affects judicial
decision-making: psychological effects, group dynamics, numerical reasoning, biases, court
processes, influences from political and other institutions, and technological advancement. All can
have a bearing on judicial outcomes. In How Judges Judge: Empirical Insights into Judicial
Decision-Making, Brian M. Barry explores how these factors, beyond the law, affect judges in their



role. Case examples, judicial rulings, judges’ own self-reflections on their role and accounts from
legal history complement this analysis to contextualise the research, make it more accessible and
enrich the reader’s understanding and appreciation of judicial decision-making. Offering
research-based insights into how judges make the decisions that can impact daily life and societies
around the globe, this book will be of interest to practising and training judges, litigation lawyers
and those studying law and related disciplines.
  general damages in personal injury cases: The Impact of the UK Human Rights Act on
Private Law David Hoffman, 2011-10-13 The Human Rights Act 1998 has had a profound effect in
numerous private law decisions and has been the subject of extensive academic debate, in particular
on the issue of the extent to which it has horizontal effect and its application in disputes between
individuals. With contributions from a variety of academics and practitioners, this volume covers and
contributes to the academic debate on horizontal effect and considers how theory matches up with
case law; the limits of the Act for private law; and its impact on key areas including privacy,
defamation, negligence, nuisance, property, commercial law and employment. Together, the book
provides a practical critique of the areas discussed, which will be of academic interest to theorists
and of practical benefit to lawyers and judges who wish to understand how the academic debates
can be brought to bear in particular cases.
  general damages in personal injury cases: AS Law Andrew Mitchell, 2008-07-15 Written for
sixth form and college students, AS Law covers the content of AS Law for AQA and OCR students in
a lively and reader-friendly style. Topics are broken down into manageable parts, with clear
headings and are illustrated throughout with photographs, diagrams, boxes and illustrations. Each
chapter includes: an introduction outlining learning objectives relating to the subject specifications
'developing the subject' sections explaining a particularly important or difficult point in more detail,
designed to challenge more able students a list of useful websites enabling students to access
primary law materials intended to support chapter-by-chapter reading 'it's a fact!' sections
highlighting interesting and contemporary applications of the legal principle under discussion
dedicated sections providing detailed examination of key cases, within the context of the chapter
discussion hints and tips for revision topics and strategies helping students to prepare for the types
of questions that are most likely to come up in exams. The book contains a wealth of opportunities to
test and apply knowledge, with revision quizzes, quick tests and sample questions and answers
within each chapter and there are additional opportunities for self-testing and revision available via
the Companion Website. This third edition has been revised and updated to take into account the
new 2008 AQA specifications and contains a new chapter on contract liabilities, as well as expanded
material on sentencing and court procedures. It also addresses recent legal developments such as
the establishment of the Ministry of Justice, changes in the legal profession and the constitution, and
the reform of the House of Lords. AS Law provides a stimulating and exciting approach to the
subject, profiling famous legal figures and examining law in films, fiction, non-fiction and on the
internet whilst offering comprehensive coverage of the AQA and OCR subject specifications fulfilling
all syllabus requirements.
  general damages in personal injury cases: Civil Litigation 2015-2016 Susan
Cunningham-Hill, Karen Elder, 2015 Civil Litigation introduces students to the processes and
procedures involved in making and defending civil litigation claims. The text is ideal for students
taking the Legal Practice Course or relevant LLB or LLM modules and features case studies on both
a personal injury matter and a commercial matter, making it suitable for students with either a high
street or a commercial focus. Following the chronological progression of a civil litigation claim, the
book offers practical guidance on advising clients whilst ensuring that the principles of the SRA
Handbook and Code of Conduct 2011 are maintained. Students on CILEx courses, new trainees in
practice, and paralegals will find this practical guidance of use in both their study and their work.
Innovative diagrams at the beginning of chapters clearly illustrate the litigation procedure and help
students understand the nature of the process as a whole. Examples provide students with a realistic
context for their learning, while issues of cost, best practice, and professional conduct are clearly



highlighted. Alternative dispute resolution is given appropriate practical emphasis, and references to
the Civil Procedure Rules throughout make sure that students are ready for life in practice. Online
Resource Centre Student Resources Case study documentation to support the fictional scenarios
referred to in the book Additional chapters covering injunctions, a practical guide to court hearings,
instructions to counsel and enforcements of judgment Annotated forms Appendix - links to key Court
forms Litigation train timeline to help students put the litigation process in context Podcasts
Updates Weblinks Lecturer Resources Additional case study materials for lecturers, including
suggested answers to case study questions Video clips Test bank of over 50 multiple choice
questions
  general damages in personal injury cases: Proposals for reform of civil litigation
funding and costs in England and Wales Great Britain: Ministry of Justice, 2010-11-15 In Lord
Justice (Sir Rupert) Jackson's report, ’Review of Civil Litigation Costs: Final Report', (ISBN
9780117064041, January 2010 109 recommendations are put forward to promote access to justice at
proportionate costs. This consultation sets out the proposals that the Government is taking forward
as a priority. These include Sir Rupert's package of proposals on the reform of conditional fee
agreements (CFAs) and on damages-based agreements (DBAs or ’contingency fees'). Sir Rupert also
puts forward two alternative packages of recommendations should the primary recommendations
not be implemented. These packages would introduce more rigorous control over the level of
success fees and ATE insurance premiums that can be recovered from the losing side. The
Government considers that the radical reform proposed in Sir Rupert's primary recommendation is
needed, but these alternative measures are included in this consultation so that those responding
can consider other options. This consultation also covers three other proposals from Sir Rupert's
report. The first is to ensure proportionality of total costs. The second is allowing lawyers to enter
into damages-based agreements (DBAs) with their clients in litigation before the courts. The use of
these agreements is currently not permitted in litigation. However, the Government agrees with Sir
Rupert that allowing DBAs would give litigants greater choice in deciding the most appropriate
funding method for their case, and could increase access to justice for claimants if CFAs become less
attractive. The third concerns increasing the hourly rate recoverable by a successful litigant in
person.
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