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Cold Comfort Farm: What Was in the Woodshed?

cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed is a question that has intrigued readers and viewers of Stella
Gibbons’ classic novel and its various adaptations for decades. This seemingly simple inquiry opens a door into
the quirky, mysterious, and often darkly comic world of Cold Comfort Farm, a place where rural eccentricities
and secrets intertwine. For anyone fascinated by this literary work or curious about the symbolism and plot
twists related to the woodshed, this article dives deep into what the woodshed represents, what was
actually kept there, and why it matters in the broader narrative.

Understanding the Setting: Cold Comfort Farm’s Rural Mystique

Before we unpack what was in the woodshed, it’s important to grasp the unique atmosphere of Cold Comfort
Farm itself. The novel, published in 1932 by Stella Gibbons, is a satirical take on the rural melodramas
popular in early 20th-century England. Set in Sussex, the farm is portrayed as a gloomy, somewhat haunted
place, filled with odd characters who are steeped in superstition and rustic gloom.

The woodshed, tucked away on this isolated farm, is more than just a storage space for firewood. It’s a
symbol of hidden truths, repressed secrets, and the darker undercurrents beneath the farm’s rustic surface. This
setting creates a perfect backdrop for the shadows that lurk both physically and metaphorically within the
farm’s boundaries.

Cold Comfort Farm What Was in the Woodshed: The Mystery
Revealed

The Woodshed’s Role in the Plot

In the story, the woodshed is first introduced as an unassuming outbuilding, but it quickly gains significance as
subtle clues hint at something concealed inside. The farm’s inhabitants, especially the Starkadders, are
secretive and tight-lipped about the contents of the woodshed, fueling speculation among readers.

When the contents are finally revealed, the woodshed holds the remains of Aunt Ada Doom’s deceased
relatives, particularly the dead body of her mother. This macabre discovery shocks the protagonist, Flora
Poste, and readers alike. The family’s refusal to acknowledge or properly deal with the death reflects the
overarching themes of repression and denial that permeate Cold Comfort Farm.

Symbolism Behind the Woodshed’s Contents

The presence of a corpse hidden away in the woodshed is rich in symbolic meaning. It represents the emotional and
psychological baggage that the Starkadder family carries. The decay and concealment of the body mirror how
the characters hide their personal traumas and avoid confronting their past.

Additionally, the woodshed serves as a metaphor for the farm’s overall state — neglected, secretive, and
stuck in a cycle of gloom. Flora Poste’s arrival and her eventual discovery of what lies in the woodshed
signal a turning point in the story, where buried secrets come to light, and change begins to take root.



The Woodshed in Adaptations: Film and Television Interpretations

The question of what was in the woodshed isn’t confined to the pages of the novel. Various adaptations of
Cold Comfort Farm, including the 1995 film starring Kate Beckinsale, have portrayed the woodshed scene with
slight variations, each adding layers to the story’s interpretation.

How Different Versions Portray the Woodshed

- In the original novel, the discovery is more understated but still impactful, with Gibbons’ dry wit highlighting
the absurdity of the Starkadders’ behavior.
- The 1995 film adaptation visually emphasizes the eerie atmosphere of the shed, enhancing the shock value
while maintaining the comedic undertone.
- Radio adaptations often rely on dialogue and sound effects to convey the mystery and eventual reveal,
inviting listeners to imagine the chilling details themselves.

These variations show how the woodshed scene remains a pivotal moment, crucial to understanding the family
dynamics and the story’s critique of rural gothic tropes.

Why Does the Woodshed Matter? Insights into Themes and
Character Development

Exploring what was in the woodshed is not just about plot mechanics; it offers a window into the themes that
make Cold Comfort Farm a lasting work of satire and social commentary.

Repression and Denial

The hidden corpse exemplifies the theme of repression. The Starkadders’ refusal to confront death and decay
symbolizes a broader denial of reality, tradition, and emotional health. This denial is comically exaggerated
but also invites readers to reflect on how families and societies sometimes hide their “skeletons” rather than
face uncomfortable truths.

Transformation Through Revelation

Flora Poste’s intervention at Cold Comfort Farm, including her uncovering of the woodshed’s secret, initiates
transformation. Her practical, modern outlook contrasts sharply with the Starkadders’ superstition and
gloom, suggesting that transparency and honesty — even about unpleasant things — can lead to renewal.

The Woodshed as a Device for Satire

By placing a dead body in the woodshed and having characters treat it as a mundane or taboo subject, Gibbons
cleverly satirizes the rural melodrama genre. This device mocks the tendency of such stories to dwell on
gloomy secrets and exaggerated family dysfunction.



Exploring Related Themes and Contexts

Rural Gothic and Its Tropes

Cold Comfort Farm’s woodshed mystery fits neatly within the rural gothic tradition, where isolated settings
often hide dark secrets. The woodshed’s contents serve as a classic example of how these stories use physical
spaces to embody psychological and social tensions.

Comparisons to Other Literary “Secrets in the Woodshed”

The motif of a hidden secret in an outbuilding appears in various works of literature, often symbolizing family
secrets or societal repression. Comparing Cold Comfort Farm’s woodshed to similar tropes in works like
“Wuthering Heights” or “Rebecca” can enrich understanding of its literary significance.

Practical Tips for Readers and Viewers

- When reading or watching Cold Comfort Farm, pay close attention to how the woodshed is described and
referenced. Small details often foreshadow the reveal.
- Consider the woodshed in relation to the characters’ behaviors and conversations. It often reflects their
inner turmoil.
- Explore critical essays or discussions that analyze the woodshed scene for deeper thematic insights.

The Enduring Appeal of Cold Comfort Farm’s Woodshed Mystery

The question of cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed continues to captivate audiences because it
blends humor, horror, and social critique in a uniquely memorable way. The woodshed is not just a physical
space but a symbol of the complex interplay between past and present, tradition and change, repression and
revelation.

Whether you approach Cold Comfort Farm as a lighthearted comedy or a sharp satire, the woodshed’s secret
remains a compelling element that encourages readers to look beyond surface appearances and consider the
hidden layers of human experience.

Through this blend of mystery and meaning, Cold Comfort Farm’s woodshed invites us all to think about what
lies hidden in the quiet corners of our own lives, and what might happen when those secrets finally come to
light.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was found in the woodshed in Cold Comfort Farm?

In Cold Comfort Farm, the woodshed contained a mysterious and unsettling scene, including evidence of
secretive activities and hidden tensions among the characters.



Why is the woodshed important in Cold Comfort Farm?

The woodshed serves as a symbol of the secrets and repressed emotions within the Starkadder family,
highlighting the novel's themes of rural eccentricity and hidden dysfunction.

How does the discovery in the woodshed affect the plot of Cold Comfort
Farm?

The discovery in the woodshed acts as a catalyst for revealing family secrets and drives the protagonist to
confront the peculiar dynamics of the farm, ultimately leading to resolution and change.

Who discovers what is in the woodshed in Cold Comfort Farm?

Flora Poste, the protagonist, is the one who uncovers what is in the woodshed, using her modern sensibilities
to unravel the mysteries of Cold Comfort Farm.

Is the woodshed scene in Cold Comfort Farm based on real events?

No, the woodshed scene is a fictional element created by Stella Gibbons to satirize rural melodrama and Gothic
novels, contributing to the book's comedic tone.

What themes does the woodshed represent in Cold Comfort Farm?

The woodshed represents themes of secrecy, repression, and the clash between modernity and tradition within the
rural setting of Cold Comfort Farm.

How do the characters react to what is found in the woodshed in Cold
Comfort Farm?

The characters exhibit a range of reactions from denial and embarrassment to eventual acceptance, reflecting
their complex relationships and the novel's satirical take on rural life.

Additional Resources
Cold Comfort Farm: What Was in the Woodshed?

cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed has long been a question that intrigues both casual readers and
literary analysts of Stella Gibbons' iconic 1932 novel, *Cold Comfort Farm*. This satirical work, which
parodies the romanticized and often brooding depictions of rural English life found in earlier literature, cleverly
employs mystery and dark humor to critique the pastoral genre. One of the novel’s most notable elements is the
enigmatic woodshed, a setting that symbolizes hidden family secrets and psychological repression. Exploring the
significance of what was in the woodshed offers deeper insight into the characters’ complexities and the novel’s
overarching themes.

The Woodshed as a Symbol in Cold Comfort Farm

The woodshed in *Cold Comfort Farm* functions on multiple narrative and symbolic levels. Primarily, it
represents a repository of the past—both literally and figuratively. The mysterious contents of the
woodshed are never explicitly detailed by Gibbons, which has prompted various interpretations among readers
and scholars. Some view the woodshed as a metaphor for the unspoken traumas and eccentricities that plague
the Starkadder family, while others consider it a physical space housing tangible secrets, such as the



belongings or remnants of deceased family members.

The literary technique of leaving the woodshed’s contents ambiguous aligns with the novel’s tone of satire
and parody. By withholding clear answers, Gibbons encourages readers to focus on the absurdity of rural
melodramas where dark secrets in gloomy settings are often exaggerated or sensationalized. This ambiguity
also serves to critique the genre’s tendency to dwell excessively on hidden family scandals and moral decay.

Contextualizing the Woodshed Within the Novel’s Plot

Throughout *Cold Comfort Farm*, the woodshed is referred to indirectly, often in the context of the
Starkadders’ ominous atmosphere. The family’s rustic and chaotic lifestyle is punctuated by a host of strange
behaviors and whispered suspicions. The woodshed, therefore, is emblematic of the collective psychological
burden carried by the characters.

One of the central characters, Seth Starkadder, is frequently associated with the woodshed, adding to its
mysterious aura. The ambiguity surrounding what exactly lies within the woodshed invites readers to
speculate: is it a place where physical objects from the past are stashed, or is it more a symbol of mental
confinement and repression? This dual interpretation is crucial for understanding the novel’s layered narrative
style.

Comparative Analysis: Woodshed Mysteries in Literature

To appreciate the role of the woodshed in *Cold Comfort Farm*, it is useful to compare it with similar motifs
in other literary works. Woodsheds, cellars, and attics often serve as narrative devices that conceal secrets
or forbidden knowledge. For instance, in Gothic literature, such as Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s *The Yellow
Wallpaper*, confined spaces symbolize psychological distress and societal oppression.

Unlike traditional Gothic or pastoral novels where the contents of such spaces are revealed to drive suspense
or horror, Gibbons uses *Cold Comfort Farm* to subvert this expectation. The woodshed’s mystery remains
intact, functioning more as a satirical punchline than a source of dread. This approach highlights the novel’s
critical stance on the conventions of rural melodrama.

LSI Keywords Integrated into Context

In exploring *cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed*, it is essential to consider related keywords such
as "Starkadder family secrets," "rural English satire," "pastoral novel parody," and "Stella Gibbons
symbolism." These terms enrich the analysis by connecting the woodshed’s mystery to broader themes of family
dynamics, genre critique, and narrative style.

For example, the Starkadder family secrets are shrouded in mystery akin to the woodshed’s unknown contents,
reinforcing the motif of concealed dysfunction. Meanwhile, the novel’s status as a rural English satire
underscores how the woodshed serves as a comedic device, poking fun at the melodramatic tropes prevalent in
earlier pastoral novels.

Implications of the Woodshed Mystery on Character Development

The woodshed’s enigmatic nature is instrumental in shaping readers’ perceptions of the Starkadder family
members. Their eccentricities and peculiar behaviors are often linked to what is metaphorically “locked away” in
the woodshed. This element of mystery allows Gibbons to develop characters who are simultaneously
caricatures and deeply human figures struggling with their pasts.



Flora Poste, the novel’s protagonist, approaches the woodshed with a rational and pragmatic mindset,
contrasting sharply with the Starkadders’ superstitions and fatalism. Her investigative attitude symbolizes
modernity and reason confronting outdated rural mysticism. The woodshed thus becomes a narrative
battleground between old-world secrets and new-world clarity.

Pros and Cons of Ambiguity in Literary Symbolism

Pros: The ambiguity surrounding the woodshed encourages readers’ imagination and interpretation, making
the novel more engaging and layered.

Pros: It serves as a powerful satirical tool, undermining the serious tone of traditional rural
melodramas.

Cons: Some readers may find the lack of concrete answers frustrating, as it leaves certain plot elements
unresolved.

Cons: The woodshed’s mystery might obscure deeper psychological insights for those expecting a more
straightforward narrative.

Adaptations and the Woodshed’s Portrayal

Various adaptations of *Cold Comfort Farm*, including film and stage versions, have taken differing
approaches to the woodshed mystery. Some adaptations choose to visualize or clarify what is in the
woodshed, often opting for literal or comedic interpretations. Others maintain the ambiguity, preserving the
novel’s original thematic intent.

These creative choices significantly influence how audiences interpret the story’s tone and message. When the
woodshed’s contents are revealed or specified, the narrative can shift toward either melodrama or farce.
Conversely, preserving the mystery maintains the subtlety of Gibbons’ satire and invites viewers to engage more
critically with the story’s underlying social commentary.

The Woodshed in Modern Literary Discussions

In contemporary literary criticism, *cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed* continues to be a focal
point for discussions about narrative ambiguity and satire. Scholars often highlight how this motif exemplifies
Gibbons’ innovative approach to genre blending. Rather than following a linear plot with explicit resolutions,
the novel embraces ambiguity to challenge readers’ expectations.

This approach aligns with modern trends in literature that value complexity and open-endedness. The woodshed,
as a symbol, exemplifies how spaces of mystery can be used to explore themes of repression, family dysfunction,
and societal change without resorting to simplistic explanations.

Exploring the mystery of the woodshed in *Cold Comfort Farm* reveals much about the novel’s enduring
appeal and its critique of rural literary traditions. Through deliberate ambiguity and symbolic richness, Stella
Gibbons crafts a narrative that continues to engage readers and provoke thoughtful analysis nearly a
century after its publication.



Cold Comfort Farm What Was In The Woodshed

  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: Cold comfort farm Stella Gibbons, 2020-05-05
Cold Comfort Farm is a comic novel by English author Stella Gibbons, published in 1932. It parodies
the romanticised, sometimes doom-laden accounts of rural life popular at the time, by writers such
as Mary Webb. Following the death of her parents, the book and 's heroine, Flora Poste, finds she is
possessed of every art and grace save that of earning her own living. She decides to take advantage
of the fact that no limits are set, either by society or one and 's own conscience, to the amount one
may impose on one and 's relatives, and settles on visiting her distant relatives at the isolated Cold
Comfort Farm in the fictional village of Howling in Sussex. The inhabitants of the farm – Aunt Ada
Doom, the Starkadders, and their extended family and workers – feel obliged to take her in to atone
for an unspecified wrong once done to her father.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die James
Mustich, 2018-10-02 “The ultimate literary bucket list.” —THE WASHINGTON POST Celebrate the
pleasure of reading and the thrill of discovering new titles in an extraordinary book that’s as
compulsively readable, entertaining, surprising, and enlightening as the 1,000-plus titles it
recommends. Covering fiction, poetry, science and science fiction, memoir, travel writing,
biography, children’s books, history, and more, 1,000 Books to Read Before You Die ranges across
cultures and through time to offer an eclectic collection of works that each deserve to come with the
recommendation, You have to read this. But it’s not a proscriptive list of the “great works”—rather,
it’s a celebration of the glorious mosaic that is our literary heritage. Flip it open to any page and be
transfixed by a fresh take on a very favorite book. Or come across a title you always meant to read
and never got around to. Or, like browsing in the best kind of bookshop, stumble on a completely
unknown author and work, and feel that tingle of discovery. There are classics, of course, and
unexpected treasures, too. Lists to help pick and choose, like Offbeat Escapes, or A Long Climb, but
What a View. And its alphabetical arrangement by author assures that surprises await on almost
every turn of the page, with Cormac McCarthy and The Road next to Robert McCloskey and Make
Way for Ducklings, Alice Walker next to Izaac Walton. There are nuts and bolts, too—best editions to
read, other books by the author, “if you like this, you’ll like that” recommendations , and an
interesting endnote of adaptations where appropriate. Add it all up, and in fact there are more than
six thousand titles by nearly four thousand authors mentioned—a life-changing list for a lifetime of
reading. “948 pages later, you still want more!” —THE WASHINGTON POST
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: Oxford Dictionary of Idioms John Ayto,
2020-06-18 What is it to 'cock a snook', where is the land of Nod, and who was first to go the extra
mile? Find the answers to these questions (and many more!) in the new edition of the Oxford
Dictionary of Idioms. This dictionary uncovers the meanings of myriad phrases and sayings that are
used daily in the English language, encompassing more than 10,000 figurative expressions, similes,
sayings, and proverbs. More than 400 idioms have been added to this new edition, and comprise
recently coined and common sayings alike. New additions include 'back of the net', 'drag and drop',
'go it alone', 'how come?', 'if you ask me', 'make your skin crawl', and 'woe betide'. Illustrative
quotations sourced from the Oxford corpora give contextual examples of the idioms and their
standard usage, and many entries include background information on the origins of the idiom in
question. An updated thematic index makes for easy navigation, and anyone who is interested in the
origins and diversity of English vernacular will have hours of fun browsing this fascinating
dictionary.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: The Modern Movement Chris Baldick, 2004 A
major new survey of literature in England during the first half of the twentieth century, Chris
Baldick places modernist with non-modernist writings, high art with low entertainment. The Modern
Movement ranges broadly covering psychological novels, war poems, detective stories, satires,
children's books, and other literary forms evolving in response to the new anxieties and exhilarations
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of twentieth-century life.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: The Oxford English Literary History: Volume
10: 1910-1940: The Modern Movement Chris Baldick, 2005-11-10 This exciting new volume provides
a freshly inclusive account of literature in England in the period before, during, and after the First
World War. Chris Baldick places the modernist achievements of Virginia Woolf, T. S. Eliot, and
James Joyce within the rich context of non-modernist writings across all major genres, allowing
'high' literary art to be read against the background of 'low' entertainment. Looking well beyond the
modernist vanguard, Baldick highlights the survival and renewal of realist traditions in these
decades of post-Victorian disillusionment. Ranging widely across psychological novels, war poems,
detective stories, satires, and children's books, The Modern Movement provides a unique survey of
the literature of this turbulent time.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: An Asperger Dictionary of Everyday
Expressions Ian Stuart-Hamilton, 2004 Addressing an important aspect of social communication for
people with Asperger Syndrome, who use direct, precise language and 'take things literally', this
dictionary of idiomatic expressions aims to dispel any confusion that arises from the
misinterpretation of language. This book provides explanations of over 5,000 idiomatic expressions
plus a guide to their politeness level. Each expression is accompanied by a clear explanation of its
meaning and when and how it might be used. The expressions are taken from British and American
English, with some Australian expressions included as well. Although the book is primarily intended
for people with Asperger Syndrome, it will be useful for anyone who finds problems understanding
idiomatic and colloquial English. An essential resource and an informative read, this dictionary will
assist in a wide range of situations.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: The Wordsworth Dictionary of Quotations
Connie Robertson, 1998 Quotations have exercised a particular fascination for humanity since the
birth of recorded language and their potency in the age of the soundbite is stronger than ever. We
revel in quotations, compete to know them, love them, hate them and inscribe them in books and on
buildings, and this freshly revised and updated dictionary includes a wealth of new material among
its 13,000 familiar, serious, outrageous, witty and thought-provoking entries.The Wordsworth
Dictionary of Quotations is an essential work of reference for every writer, journalist and
speech-maker, as well as being a treasure-trove for the browser and the simply curious. From the
Roman poet Ovid's observation that 'Judgement of beauty can er, what with the wine and the dark'
to Oscar Wilde's that 'Experience is the name everyone gives to their mistakes', there is a wide
diversity of sayings to add spice to our conversation and enrich our daily lives. The book is
alphabetically arranged by author and indexed by keyword for ease of use.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: Modernism, Satire and the Novel Jonathan
Greenberg, 2011-09-15 In this groundbreaking study, Jonathan Greenberg locates a satiric
sensibility at the heart of the modern. By promoting an antisentimental education, modernism
denied the authority of emotion to guarantee moral and literary value. Instead, it fostered
sophisticated, detached and apparently cruel attitudes toward pain and suffering. This sensibility
challenged the novel's humanistic tradition, set ethics and aesthetics into conflict and fundamentally
altered the ways that we know and feel. Through lively and original readings of works by Evelyn
Waugh, Stella Gibbons, Nathanael West, Djuna Barnes, Samuel Beckett and others, this book
analyzes a body of literature - late modernist satire - that can appear by turns aloof, sadistic,
hilarious, ironic and poignant, but which continually questions inherited modes of feeling. By
recognizing the centrality of satire to modernist aesthetics, Greenberg offers not only a new chapter
in the history of satire but a persuasive new idea of what made modernism modern.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: The Hedgerows Heaped with May Stephen
Moss, 2012-10-18 An exploration of everything the countryside means to us, from a hundred years of
the Telegraph’s archive. The Telegraph is, as its former editor Max Hastings identified, more than
any other national broadsheet the newspaper of the countryside, which over the years has been
written about in its pages by such distinguished writers as J.H.B. Peel, John Betjeman and W.F.



Deedes, alongside eminent modern naturalists like Richard Mabey and even unlikely proponents of
the rural life like Boris Johnson. This anthology is no bland celebration of bucolic idyll, but rather an
exploration of everything that the countryside represents to the British. For some it means the
reintroduction of long-lost wildlife such as the red kite, or ancient crafts like thatching. For others it
means jouncing along a green lane in a four-wheel-drive Range Rover. To the Prince of Wales, his
new town of Poundbury is the countryside while subjects as diverse as crop circles, second homes,
Mad Cow Disease and polytunnels are all flashpoints in the modern debate about what, and who, the
countryside is for. Hugely varied, by turns funny and provocative, this is an essential exploration of a
central aspect of our national identity.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms John
Ayto, 2010-07-08 Offers entries for over six thousand idioms, including seven hundred new to this
edition, and provides background information, additional cross-references, and national variants.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: Evelyn Waugh’s Satire Naomi Milthorpe,
2016-06-23 Evelyn Waugh (1903–1966) is one of the twentieth century’s great prose stylists and the
author of a suite of devastating satires on modern English life, from his first unforgettably funny
novel Decline and Fall, to his last work of fiction, “Basil Seal Rides Again.” Evelyn Waugh’s Satire:
Texts and Contexts renews scholarly debates central to Waugh’s work: the forms of his satire, his
attitudes towards modernity and modernism, his place in the literary culture of the interwar period,
and his pugnacious (mis)reading of literary and other texts. This study offers new exegetical
accounts of the forms and figures of Waugh’s satire, linking original readings of Waugh’s texts to the
literary-historical contexts that informed them. Posing fresh readings of familiar works and affording
attention to more neglected texts, Evelyn Waugh’s Satire: Texts and Contexts offers readers and
scholars a timely opportunity to return to the rich, dark art of this master of prose satire.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: The Book Club Bible Michael O'Mara Books,
2011-07-31 With a foreword by Lionel Shriver, author of We Need To Talk About Kevin, The Book
Club Bible is the essential guide to the best book club reads.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: The Book Lovers' Companion Michael
O'Mara Books, 2014-07-25 Compiled by a range of English literature experts and avid readers, and
with a foreword by Lionel Shriver, author of We Need To Talk About Kevin, The Book Lovers'
Companion is sure to inspire any book lover.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: The Wood Fire Handbook Vincent
Thurkettle, 2019-10-03 'Sound, well-seasoned advice [on] how to bring wood fires into our lives.' -
BBC Countryfile The Wood Fire Handbook shows you that the soothing effect of dancing flames and
glowing embers is a simple pleasure to have in our lives. Understanding everything that underpins
the perfect wood fire makes it even more enjoyable. Vincent Thurkettle's handbook is the essential
companion and manual. The expert insight and knowledge in this book allow everyone to rediscover
the skills of previous generations and savour the delight of a perfect wood fire in all its incarnations.
Contents include... Understand which trees make the best firewood Learn how to split, season, and
store wood Lay the perfect fire Make an ingenious campfire Choose wood for its scent ...and much
more! This revised edition features updated information on wood-burning stoves, 'clean' wood and
other environmental considerations.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: Unexpected Pleasures Lauryl Tucker,
2022-01-15 What are the sources—and the effects—of the pleasurable feeling of power that genre
gives us? What happens to that power when conventionality tips into parody? In this book, Lauryl
Tucker explores the connection between genre parody and queerness in twentieth-century British
fiction. Teasing out the parodic sensibility of writers including Virginia Woolf, Elizabeth Bowen, Sam
Selvon, Dorothy Sayers, Stella Gibbons, and Zadie Smith, Unexpected Pleasures offers an innovative
reading of works that seem to excessively obey the rules of genre. By oversupplying the pleasurable
sense of knowledge and the illusion of predictive power that genre confers, these works play with
readerly expectation in order to expose and queer a broader set of assumptions about desire,
resolution, and futurity. Unexpected Pleasures expands on a burgeoning critical interest in genre as



an interpretive tool, and further diversifies the archive and methodology of queer critique. Gathering
a surprising group of writers together, it reveals new throughlines between middlebrow and
highbrow, and among modernist, mid-century, and contemporary literature. This book will interest
scholars of modernist and contemporary British literature, as well as readers interested in narrative
and queer theory.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: Mark My Words Nigel Rees, 2002
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: The Bronte Myth Lucasta Miller, 2007-12-18
In a brilliant combination of biography, literary criticism, and history, The Bronté Myth shows how
Charlotte, Emily, and Anne Bronté became cultural icons whose ever-changing reputations reflected
the obsessions of various eras. When literary London learned that Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights
had been written by young rural spinsters, the Brontés instantly became as famous as their
shockingly passionate books. Soon after their deaths, their first biographer spun the sisters into a
picturesque myth of family tragedies and Yorkshire moors. Ever since, these enigmatic figures have
tempted generations of readers–Victorian, Freudian, feminist–to reinterpret them, casting them as
everything from domestic saints to sex-starved hysterics. In her bewitching “metabiography,”
Lucasta Miller follows the twists and turns of the phenomenon of Bront-mania and rescues these
three fiercely original geniuses from the distortions of legend.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: The Busy Body Kemper Donovan,
2024-01-23 Veep meets Agatha Christie in this intelligent, wildly funny, literary mystery for fans of
Richard Osman, Anthony Horowitz, and Nita Prose! The host of the All About Agatha podcast injects
the spark and fizz of a Golden Age murder mystery into the present-day, as a ghostwriter is chosen
to collaborate on a presidential candidate’s memoir, only to discover just how much trouble a smart
woman with time on her hands can get up to . . . A delight from start to finish. If you like Agatha
Christie, you’ll love this.” - Alex Michaelides, # 1 New York Times bestselling author of The Silent
Patient “I tell other people’s stories for a living. . . . I nip and tuck their excesses, soften their hard
edges, polish whatever an armada of editors and publicists deem unsightly till it sparkles.” It’s a
dream assignment. Former Senator Dorothy Gibson, aka that woman, is the most talked-about
person in the country right now, though largely for the wrong reasons. As an independent candidate
for President of the United States, Dorothy split the vote and is being blamed for the shocking result.
After her very public defeat, she’s retreated to her home in rural Maine, inviting her ghostwriter to
join her. Her collaborator is impressed by Dorothy’s work ethic and steel-trap mind, not to mention
the stunning surroundings (and one particularly gorgeous bodyguard). But when a neighbor dies
under suspicious circumstances, Dorothy is determined to find the killer in their midst. And when
Dorothy Gibson asks if you want to team up for a top secret, possibly dangerous murder
investigation, the only answer is: “Of course!” The best ghostwriters are adept at asking questions
and spinning stories . . . two talents, it turns out, that also come in handy for sleuths. Dorothy’s
political career, meanwhile, has made her an expert at recognizing lies and double-dealing. Working
together, the two women are soon untangling motives and whittling down suspects, to the
exasperation of local police. But this investigation—much like the election—may not unfold the way
anyone expects . . . Kemper Donovan’s voice is original, captivating, and assured. —Taylor Jenkins
Reid, bestselling author of Daisy Jones & the Six
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: Would that be funny? Lorin Clarke,
2023-08-29 A family memoir about the beloved comedian John Clarke by his daughter, writer Lorin
Clarke. A warm, witty and uplifting book about how our families make us who we are.
  cold comfort farm what was in the woodshed: Christmas at Cold Comfort Farm Stella
Gibbons, 2011-11-29 Available for the first time since its original publication more than fifty years
ago, Christmas at Cold Comfort Farm is a charming collection whose hilarious title story features
Christmas dinner with the Starkadders before Flora's arrival. With Adam playing Santa while draped
in Mrs. Starkadders's shawls, the family shares their traditional Christmas pudding-a mélange
containing random objects of doom foretelling the coming year: a coffin nail for death, a bad
sixpence for financial ruin, and a menthol cone to indicate that the lucky recipient will go blind wi'



headache. These lively tales will delight anyone who loves Stella Gibbons and her signature wit.
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