
best plays in nfl history
Best Plays in NFL History: Moments That Defined the Game

best plays in nfl history are more than just exciting highlights; they are moments that have shaped
the sport, sparked legendary careers, and created unforgettable memories for fans worldwide. From
last-second touchdowns to game-changing interceptions, these plays encapsulate the drama, skill,
and unpredictability that make the NFL one of the most thrilling leagues in sports. Whether you’re a
die-hard football fan or just getting into the sport, understanding these iconic moments provides a
deeper appreciation for the game’s rich history and the athletes who made it legendary.

Why the Best Plays in NFL History Matter

The NFL is a league built on moments—moments that turn games around, define seasons, and
sometimes even change the fate of franchises. The best plays in NFL history often transcend the
game itself, becoming part of American culture and sports folklore. They illustrate the perfect blend
of athleticism, strategy, and sheer willpower that defines football at its highest level.

These spectacular plays often resonate because they occur under immense pressure, such as during
playoff games or the Super Bowl, where stakes couldn't be higher. They also highlight the evolving
nature of the game—from gritty runs in the early days to high-flying quarterback passes in modern
football. Recognizing these moments helps fans and players alike appreciate the game’s evolution
and the heroes who made it unforgettable.

Iconic Plays That Changed NFL History

The Immaculate Reception (1972)

One of the most famous plays in NFL history, the Immaculate Reception, happened during a 1972
playoff game between the Pittsburgh Steelers and the Oakland Raiders. With only seconds left on
the clock and the Steelers trailing, quarterback Terry Bradshaw threw a desperate pass. The ball
ricocheted off a defender and was caught inches from the ground by Franco Harris, who then
sprinted into the end zone for the game-winning touchdown.

This play not only secured Pittsburgh’s first-ever playoff victory but also marked the beginning of the
Steelers’ dynasty in the 1970s. The Immaculate Reception is still debated today regarding its
legality, but its impact on NFL lore is undeniable.

The Music City Miracle (2000)

Fast forward to the 21st century, the “Music City Miracle” is another unforgettable moment etched



in NFL history. During the 1999 playoffs, the Tennessee Titans were trailing the Buffalo Bills with
mere seconds left. On the kickoff return, the Titans executed a perfectly timed lateral pass from
Frank Wycheck to Kevin Dyson, who dashed 75 yards to score the winning touchdown.

This play is a prime example of quick thinking, teamwork, and flawless execution under pressure. It
instantly became one of the most thrilling finishes in NFL playoff history and is a testament to the
importance of special teams in football.

The Helmet Catch (2008)

In Super Bowl XLII, with the New York Giants facing the undefeated New England Patriots, David
Tyree made what is often called “The Helmet Catch.” On a critical third-down play, Eli Manning
escaped a sack and threw a high pass downfield. Tyree leapt and pinned the ball against his helmet
despite tight coverage, securing the catch and keeping the drive alive.

This miraculous reception helped set up the game-winning touchdown, ending the Patriots’ perfect
season run. The Helmet Catch symbolizes clutch performance and determination, reminding fans
that sometimes success depends on sheer grit.

Quarterback Magic: Best Passing Plays in NFL History

Quarterbacks often get the spotlight for the best plays in NFL history because their decisions and
throws can change the game instantly. Some of the greatest passing plays combine precision,
timing, and a bit of improvisation.

Joe Montana’s Game-Winning Drive (1989)

Known as one of the most clutch quarterbacks ever, Joe Montana’s late-game heroics in Super Bowl
XXIII are legendary. With less than three minutes left against the Cincinnati Bengals, Montana
orchestrated a 92-yard drive, culminating in a touchdown pass to John Taylor. The drive showcased
Montana’s calm under pressure and pinpoint accuracy.

Tom Brady’s 50-Yard Touchdown to Julian Edelman (2014)

In Super Bowl XLIX, Tom Brady connected with Julian Edelman for a spectacular 50-yard touchdown
that swung momentum in favor of the New England Patriots. The throw was perfectly timed,
threading through tight coverage and demonstrating Brady’s incredible arm strength and accuracy,
traits that have helped him earn his status as one of the greatest quarterbacks ever.



Defensive Masterpieces: Best NFL Defensive Plays

While offensive plays often steal the spotlight, defensive plays can be just as thrilling and game-
changing. Interceptions, forced fumbles, and goal-line stands have altered the course of games and
championships.

Malcolm Butler’s Interception (2015)

Perhaps one of the most dramatic defensive plays in recent memory, Malcolm Butler’s interception
at the goal line in Super Bowl XLIX stopped the Seattle Seahawks from scoring a potential game-
winning touchdown. With seconds left, Butler read the quarterback’s eyes, jumped the route, and
secured the interception, giving the Patriots the victory.

Rod Woodson’s Pick-Six (1993)

Defensive backs like Rod Woodson have made some of the sport’s most electrifying plays. His
interception return for a touchdown against the Houston Oilers showcased his speed and instincts,
turning defense into offense instantly and energizing his team.

Special Teams and Their Moment to Shine

Special teams often don’t get the same attention as offense or defense, but the best plays in NFL
history show how crucial they are. From kickoff returns to fake punts, special teams can be the
difference-maker.

Devin Hester’s Record-Breaking Returns

Devin Hester is widely regarded as the greatest return specialist in NFL history. His incredible
speed and vision led to multiple kickoff and punt returns for touchdowns, electrifying crowds and
flipping games. His ability to change momentum in a single play makes him a standout figure in NFL
special teams lore.

The Fake Punt That Shocked the League

In a playoff game, the New Orleans Saints executed a perfectly disguised fake punt that caught the
defense off guard and resulted in a crucial first down. Plays like this highlight the importance of
creativity and execution in special teams strategies.



What Makes a Play One of the Best in NFL History?

Not every spectacular catch or run makes it into the hall of fame of NFL plays. Several factors
contribute to a play being remembered as one of the best:

Timing: Plays that happen during critical moments, such as game-winning drives or playoff
games, carry more weight.

Impact: The play’s influence on the outcome of a game or season is crucial.

Difficulty: The level of skill and athleticism required to pull off the play.

Uniqueness: Plays that stand out for their creativity or rarity tend to be memorable.

Emotional resonance: Plays that excite fans, inspire players, or symbolize a team’s spirit.

Understanding these elements helps fans appreciate why certain moments become part of the NFL’s
enduring legacy.

Reliving the Best Plays: Tips for Fans

If you want to dive deeper into the best plays in NFL history, here are some tips:

Watch classic highlight reels: Many platforms and NFL archives offer collections of iconic
plays.

Follow documentaries and player interviews: These often provide context and behind-the-
scenes stories that enrich your appreciation.

Attend live games or watch postseason matches: Some of the best plays happen in high-
stakes environments.

Engage with NFL communities online: Fans love debating and sharing their favorite
moments, which can introduce you to lesser-known gems.

By immersing yourself in this history, you’ll not only enjoy the game more but also gain insights into
the strategies and skills that define football greatness.

The best plays in NFL history are a celebration of talent, determination, and the unpredictable
nature of sports. They remind us why football captivates millions every season, offering drama and
excitement that live long after the final whistle. Whether it’s a miraculous catch, a daring run, or a
game-saving interception, these moments continue to inspire players and fans alike, connecting



generations through the love of the game.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the greatest play in NFL history?
The 'Immaculate Reception' by Franco Harris in the 1972 AFC Divisional Playoff is often regarded as
the greatest play in NFL history due to its dramatic and game-winning nature.

Why is the 'Immaculate Reception' so famous?
It was a last-second, improbable catch off a deflected pass that led the Pittsburgh Steelers to a
comeback victory, marking a pivotal moment in NFL history.

What was 'The Catch' in NFL history?
'The Catch' refers to Dwight Clark's leaping grab of a Joe Montana pass in the 1981 NFC
Championship Game, which helped the San Francisco 49ers defeat the Dallas Cowboys and start
their dynasty.

How did 'The Music City Miracle' impact NFL playoff history?
'The Music City Miracle' was a last-second lateral kickoff return by the Tennessee Titans in the 1999
playoffs that stunned the Buffalo Bills, becoming one of the most memorable special teams plays.

What makes 'The Helmet Catch' by David Tyree memorable?
David Tyree's one-handed helmet catch during Super Bowl XLII helped the New York Giants keep a
crucial drive alive and eventually upset the undefeated New England Patriots.

Can you describe the 'Minneapolis Miracle'?
The 'Minneapolis Miracle' was a 61-yard touchdown pass from Case Keenum to Stefon Diggs as time
expired in the 2018 NFC Divisional Playoff, giving the Minnesota Vikings a stunning win over the
New Orleans Saints.

What was significant about the 'Sea of Hands' catch?
In the 1974 AFC Divisional Playoff, Clarence Davis's catch amid multiple defenders helped the
Oakland Raiders defeat the Miami Dolphins, exemplifying clutch playmaking.

How did 'The Philly Special' become one of the best plays in
NFL history?
During Super Bowl LII, the Philadelphia Eagles executed a trick play where quarterback Nick Foles
caught a touchdown pass, helping them secure their first Super Bowl title.



What is the 'Hail Mary' play in NFL history?
A 'Hail Mary' is a long, desperate pass thrown at the end of a game; one famous example is Roger
Staubach's 1975 playoff pass to Drew Pearson to win the game for the Dallas Cowboys.

Which plays are considered iconic for changing NFL game
outcomes?
Plays like the Immaculate Reception, The Catch, The Helmet Catch, and The Music City Miracle are
iconic because they occurred in crucial moments, dramatically altering the course of playoff games
and NFL history.

Additional Resources
**The Best Plays in NFL History: A Deep Dive into Football’s Most Iconic Moments**

best plays in nfl history have captivated fans for decades, serving as defining moments that blend
athleticism, strategy, and sheer willpower. From last-second touchdowns to improbable
interceptions, these plays transcend the game itself, entering the realm of cultural legend.
Examining the best plays in NFL history not only reveals the evolution of football but also highlights
the players and teams who etched their names into the sport’s rich tapestry.

The NFL, with its intense competition and high stakes, consistently produces moments of brilliance
that resonate far beyond the gridiron. These plays often encapsulate a perfect storm of
circumstances—pressure, skill, timing, and sometimes luck—that combine to create unforgettable
highlights. By exploring some of the best plays in NFL history, we gain insight into what makes
football such a compelling spectacle.

Key Elements That Define the Best Plays in NFL
History

Before delving into specific examples, it’s important to understand the factors that contribute to a
play’s legendary status. The best plays in NFL history typically share several characteristics:

- **Clutch Performance:** Executed under immense pressure, often in critical game situations such
as playoffs or Super Bowls.
- **Athletic Excellence:** Showcase remarkable physical feats, such as speed, agility, strength, or
coordination.
- **Strategic Complexity:** Involve clever play-calling, trick plays, or defensive schemes that
outsmart the opposition.
- **Game-Changing Impact:** Alter the course of a game or season, sometimes even affecting
legacies.
- **Emotional Resonance:** Stir strong reactions from fans and players alike, creating lasting
memories.

Identifying these elements helps frame the analysis of iconic moments that have defined NFL lore.



The Immaculate Reception: A Pioneer of NFL Magic

Arguably the most famous play in NFL history, the Immaculate Reception occurred during a 1972
playoff game between the Pittsburgh Steelers and the Oakland Raiders. With just seconds remaining
and the Steelers trailing, quarterback Terry Bradshaw threw a pass that ricocheted off a defender’s
helmet. Steelers running back Franco Harris caught the deflected ball just before it hit the ground
and sprinted into the end zone for a touchdown.

This play introduced the NFL to the idea that a single moment could encapsulate drama,
controversy, and excitement all at once. The Immaculate Reception is frequently cited as a catalyst
for the Steelers’ rise to dominance in the 1970s and remains a benchmark for clutch, game-winning
plays.

The Music City Miracle: Special Teams Brilliance

Special teams plays rarely achieve the same fame as offensive or defensive highlights, but the Music
City Miracle of 2000 is a notable exception. In a Wild Card playoff game, the Tennessee Titans
executed a last-second lateral-filled kickoff return against the Buffalo Bills to score a touchdown and
secure an improbable victory.

This play exemplified precise coordination and split-second decision-making, turning what seemed
like a routine kickoff into one of the most unexpected and thrilling moments in NFL history. It
underscores how special teams can shape outcomes and become integral to any comprehensive
analysis of the best plays in NFL history.

David Tyree’s Helmet Catch: The Ultimate Super Bowl
Highlight

During Super Bowl XLII in 2008, with the New York Giants trailing the undefeated New England
Patriots, quarterback Eli Manning escaped a near-sack and launched a desperate pass to wide
receiver David Tyree. Tyree made a spectacular catch by pinning the football against his helmet
while being tightly covered, securing a crucial first down.

This catch helped sustain the drive that culminated in the Giants’ game-winning touchdown, ending
the Patriots’ perfect season bid. The Helmet Catch is a prime example of how resilience and
extraordinary skill converge to create iconic NFL moments that resonate through time.

Statistical Context and Comparative Highlights

While the emotional and visual impact of these plays is undeniable, analyzing their statistical context
enriches our understanding. For instance, the Immaculate Reception came at a time when playoff
games were fewer, and each carried significant weight. Similarly, the Music City Miracle was a
pivotal moment in a postseason game that shifted momentum for the Titans franchise.



When comparing these to other great plays, such as Malcolm Butler’s Super Bowl interception in
2015 or the “Minneapolis Miracle” touchdown by Stefon Diggs in 2018, it’s apparent that timing and
stakes amplify a play’s significance. Defensive plays like Butler’s interception underscore how a
single defensive maneuver can halt a seemingly unstoppable offense, adding balance to the narrative
that offensive heroics dominate.

Other Noteworthy Plays to Consider

Malcolm Butler’s Interception (Super Bowl XLIX): Sealed victory for the Patriots by
intercepting a near-certain touchdown pass.

“The Catch” by Dwight Clark (1982 NFC Championship): A leaping touchdown reception
that launched the San Francisco 49ers’ dynasty.

Hail Mary Passes: Including Aaron Rodgers’ 2015 miracle to Richard Rodgers, which
showcase last-ditch efforts and precision.

The Minneapolis Miracle (2018): A last-second 61-yard touchdown by Stefon Diggs that
stunned the Saints and propelled the Vikings to victory.

These moments each contribute uniquely to the tapestry of NFL history, illustrating how diverse
types of plays—offensive, defensive, and special teams—can all attain legendary status.

Impact on NFL Culture and Legacy

The best plays in NFL history do more than entertain; they influence coaching philosophies, player
development, and fan engagement. Iconic moments often lead to rule changes or adjustments in how
teams approach specific situations. For example, controversies surrounding the Immaculate
Reception and similar plays have prompted refinements in replay review processes.

Moreover, these plays inspire generations of athletes and fans, becoming benchmarks for greatness.
Players involved in such moments often see their careers and reputations elevated, impacting Hall of
Fame considerations and legacy discussions.

In terms of fan culture, the best plays fuel storytelling, debates, and highlight reels that keep the
NFL’s popularity thriving. They anchor the sport’s narrative, providing shared experiences that
transcend regional allegiances.

Technological Advancements and Their Role in Preserving
Iconic Plays

The evolution of broadcast technology and digital media has transformed how the best plays in NFL



history are preserved and experienced. High-definition replays, multiple camera angles, and slow-
motion analysis allow fans and analysts to appreciate the nuances of these moments fully.

Additionally, social media platforms amplify the reach and immediacy of such plays, creating viral
sensations that contribute to the NFL’s global appeal. This accessibility ensures that even newer
generations can witness and celebrate historic feats, maintaining their relevance.

Analyzing the Pros and Cons of Iconic NFL Plays

While celebrated, some of the best plays in NFL history come with their share of controversy or
drawbacks:

Pros: Enhance the excitement and unpredictability of the game, inspire players and fans,
contribute to legacy-building, and can shift the momentum of entire seasons.

Cons: Occasionally involve contentious officiating decisions, may overshadow consistent team
performance, and sometimes lead to rule changes that alter the nature of the game.

Understanding these factors provides a balanced perspective on why certain plays become
immortalized, while others fade despite their brilliance.

The NFL’s history is punctuated by moments that defy expectations, redefine what is possible on the
field, and leave lasting impressions on all who witness them. The best plays in NFL history continue
to be celebrated not just for their immediate impact, but for the way they encapsulate the spirit of
competition and the pursuit of excellence. Whether through a miraculous catch, a game-winning
touchdown, or a pivotal defensive stop, these plays remind us why football remains one of America’s
most beloved sports.

Best Plays In Nfl History

  best plays in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Plays in Chicago Bears Football History Lew
Freedman, 2008-08-01 In a series that explores the logic-defying comebacks and tough losses, the
dramatic interceptions, fumbles, game-winning field goals, and touchdowns that shape a fan’s
greatest memories of their beloved team, this book does not disappoint as the ultimate collector’s
item for Bears fans. It chronicles the most famous moments in Chicago football history, including
Gale Sayers's six-touchdown day against the 49ers, Walter Payton's 275-yard performance in 1977,
Devin Hester's Super Bowl XLI kickoff return, and the dominating team performance of Super Bowl
XX. The descriptions of each play are accompanied with game information and quotes from
participants, players, and observers with firsthand accounts.
  best plays in nfl history: Heroes of Yesteryear Danny Jones, 2017-05-09 Heroes of
Yesteryear: Pro Footballs Dying Breed of Players from a Bygone Era, focuses on forgotten stars from
the glorious past. Author Danny Jones has dedicated most of his life preserving the legacies and
memories of all-time great football players from the past. His books take a close-up view of Pro

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-181/best-plays-in-nfl-history.pdf


Footballs legends and outstanding players who somehow slipped through the cracks of immortality.
Most of these guys had the talent and credentials to be in the Hall of Fame- but are not. These men
defined a bygone era with their brilliant performances. These iconic players were a big part of Pro
Football in the 50s, 60s, 70s, and a few into the 80s. Its time for them to receive the recognition that
they deserve. These guys were the biggest gate attractions and marquee players of their eras. They
were as good as anyone who ever played their positions. These stars built the game of football for
the fans and players today so they can prosper. We have a competitive game today because of the
success and popularity of the players from the 50s, 60s, and 70s. Fans need to understand this.
These legends of the fall have become distant memories. They were dedicated professionals and
were pioneers, trailblazers, and forefathers of Americas game. Lots of statistics in this book. They
have already secured their place in Pro Football history. I hope all of you get chosen to the Hall of
Fame soon. Enjoy the book.
  best plays in nfl history: Distant Memories Danny Jones, 2008-04-22 The 26 men featured in
this book have one thing in common: They were all great football players. These legends were the
superstars of the NFL and AFL during the glorious 60s and the fun-loving 70s. However, only 2 of
these legends are in the Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. These stars revolutionized the game of Pro
Football with their brilliant performances and were Pro Footballs biggest gate attractions. As the
years go by, and the 60s and 70s have become a distant memory, these outstanding football players
and mavericks have been unappreciated and forgotten. These heroes and legends of the fall
contributed to the success of the NFL and made Pro Football the most popular and exciting sport in
America. Distant Memories- The NFLs Best Ever Players of the 60s and 70s focuses on Pro Footballs
forgotten stars and legendary heroes from the glorious past. Its about pioneers and great players
from yesteryear. I have always wanted to write a book like this. Since I was a former amateur
football player and have the knowledge and resources about football, I thought I would be the right
person to write this book and do it with class and style. I have watched every football player in this
book play every week and have seen all of the weekly highlight shows. I have followed their entire
careers and I have seen every touchdown they scored. I watched all NFL and AFL games on TV in
the 60s and 70s. In 1970, when the AFL and NFL merged to become one league, I watched every
game on TV during the 70s.I can remember my golden Sunday mornings and early afternoons when
I played football during the 70s. I always hurried home from my games so I could watch the NFL on
TV. You can ask my wonderful mother. She knew where I was every Sunday afternoon during the
football season when I was young. I would like the players in this book to finally receive the
recognition they deserve for their outstanding accomplishments. Danny Jones
http://www.starsofthenfl.com/index.html
  best plays in nfl history: The Great Book of San Francisco Bay Area Sports Lists Damon
Bruce, 2010-09 The Bay Area is home to multiple popular franchises in all four major sports - the
49ers and Raiders (NFL), Giants and A's (MLB), Kings and Warriors (NBA), and Sharks (NHL). With
such diversity in rooting interest, area fans have much to debate all year long, and prominent Bay
Area sports-radio host Damon Bruce is just the man to get the debate going with this entertaining
book of original sports and entertainment lists. Bruce also enlists the help of such notable local stars
to contribute their own lists, including Orlando Cepeda, Brent Jones, Gary Radnich, Drew Remeda,
Bob Weir of The Grateful Dead, and more.
  best plays in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in Detroit Lions History Robert W. Cohen,
2025-09-02 A ranking of the top 50 players ever to play for the Detroit Lions, based on the degree to
which they impacted the fortunes of the team, the extent to which they added to the Lions legacy,
and the levels of statistical compilation and overall dominance they attained.
  best plays in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in Denver Broncos History Mike Klis,
2017-11 The 50 Greatest Players in Denver Broncos History ranks the top 50 players in team history.
Along the way, find quotes from the subjects themselves and former teammates as well as statistical
summaries of each player’s careers with the Broncos. From Hall of Fame players such as John
Elway, Floyd Little, and Shannon Sharpe to forgotten greats such as Rulon Jones and Lionel Taylor,



the Broncos’ best are profiled here in what is bound to be a much-discussed book among the team’s
broad fan base.
  best plays in nfl history: The Greatest Football Players of All Time Matt Jankowski,
2019-12-15 Hut, Hut, Hike! This engaging volume serves as an introduction to some of the greatest
athletes to grace the gridiron. Readers will discover the players who dominated their respective eras
and see where their current favorites rank among the best of the best. The compelling text is
organized by position so that any aspiring player can find an athlete to admire and strive to emulate.
With gritty, star-studded photographs and flashy statistics tables, developing readers will go deep
into this exciting text, learning as they imagine what it was like to play against the greatest of all
time.
  best plays in nfl history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2008 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  best plays in nfl history: Football's Finest: The Gridiron's Most Unforgettable Battles
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-09 **Football's Finest: The Gridiron's Most Unforgettable Battles** is
the definitive guide to the greatest moments in football history. From the gridiron to the living room,
this book captures the passion, excitement, and drama of the sport that has captivated millions of
fans for over a century. Inside, you'll find: * In-depth profiles of the legendary players, teams, and
games that have shaped the sport * A look at the cultural impact of football on American society * A
behind-the-scenes look at the business of football * A glimpse into the future of the sport Whether
you're a lifelong fan or just curious about the sport, this book has something for everyone. So sit
back, relax, and enjoy the ride. **Football's Finest: The Gridiron's Most Unforgettable Battles** is
the perfect book for: * Football fans of all ages * Anyone who wants to learn more about the history
of football * Anyone who is interested in the cultural impact of sports * Anyone who wants to get a
behind-the-scenes look at the business of football * Anyone who wants to learn about the future of
football **Football's Finest: The Gridiron's Most Unforgettable Battles** is the definitive guide to the
greatest moments in football history. Order your copy today! If you like this book, write a review!
  best plays in nfl history: Football's G.O.A.T. Joe Levit, 2019-08-01 Prepare to tackle the
toughest question in football: Who is the greatest of all time? Go deep with stats and action-packed
text to discover the best players of the past and present in a fun, top-ten format. See the evidence
for yourself then learn how to research your own G.O.A.T. list. Convincing your friends that your list
is the best is half the fun!
  best plays in nfl history: Bears by the Numbers Lew Freedman, 2017-09-05 What do Al
Campana, Frank Dempsey, Stan Wallace, Don Mullins, Gale Sayers, and Steve Trimble all have in
common? They all wore number 40 for the Chicago Bears, even though more than four decades
passed between the last time Campana last pulled on his jersey and the number was retired for
Sayers in 1994 (along with 51 for Dick Butkus). Since the Chicago Bears first adopted uniform
numbers in 1932, the team has handed out only 99 numbers to more than 1,000 players. That’s a lot
of overlap. It also makes for a lot of good stories. Bears by the Numbers tells those stories for every
Bear since ’32, from Red Grange to Pernell McPhee. This book lists the players alphabetically and by
number; these biographies help trace the history of one of football’s oldest and most beloved teams
in a new way. For Bears fans, anyone who ever wore the uniform is like family. Bears by the
Numbers reintroduces readers to some of their long-lost ancestors, even those they think they
already know.
  best plays in nfl history: The Ultimate Super Bowl Book Robert McGinn, 2012-09-15 With a
television viewership of over 100 million people and hundreds of millions of dollars spent each year
on tickets, concessions, and merchandise alone, the Super Bowl is the greatest game on Earth.
Offering in-depth analysis, detailed statistics, play-by-play recaps, and post-game insights for every



Super Bowl ever played, The Ultimate Super Bowl Book is the most definitive reference to this iconic
sporting event, exploring all the high and lows from more than four decades of gridiron drama, with
stories and quotes from the men who made history on football’s biggest stage. In addition to a
comprehensive examination of each Super Bowl played since 1967, the book presents features on
the greatest individual performances in Super Bowl history—from Joe Namath to Joe Montana, Tom
Brady to Aaron Rodgers, Marcus Allen to Emmitt Smith, Jack Lambert to James Harrison—and the
best and worst decisions by some legendary coaches, including Vince Lombardi, Chuck Noll, Bill
Parcells, Bill Belichick, Mike McCarthy, and more. Author Bob McGinn weighs in on the biggest
Super Bowl shockers, the worst blunders, and the most entertaining characters. Quotes from players
and coaches take you to the sidelines and into the huddle with the greatest teams in Super Bowl
History, including the Green Bay Packers, Pittsburgh Steelers, Dallas Cowboys, New England
Patriots, and more. No sporting event can compete with the Super Bowl—and no book can compete
with this one as the ultimate reference to the ultimate game!
  best plays in nfl history: Best Life , 2007-09 Best Life magazine empowers men to continually
improve their physical, emotional and financial well-being to better enjoy the most rewarding years
of their life.
  best plays in nfl history: Brady vs. Belichick Gary Myers, 2025-09-16 A unique and
unparalleled look into the nature and relationship of two of the pillars in the NFL's greatest dynasty.
The greatest dynasty in NFL history stood on two pillars – Tom Brady and Bill Belichick. Together
they forged a working relationship that provided thrilling results that would change the NFL forever.
But what was the nature of that relationship? How did it function? How and when did it falter? How
did these two figures come together on a national – and global – stage and create the most dominant
team in NFL history? Was it driver and passenger? Mentor and mentee? Superstar and mad
scientist? Phenom and tactician? Or were they equals? The Yin and Yang that made the New
England Patriots championships possible? It is the greatest unanswered question in NFL history that
sparks animated debate across the league, and the answer is more complex and more fraught than
anyone really understands. Brady vs. Belichick: Who deserves the credit for nine Super Bowl
appearances and six Super Bowl championships? Veteran NFL insider and New York Times
bestselling author Gary Myers draws on his unique and unparalleled access to Belichick and Brady
over the course of the two decades, but also to the myriad players, coaches, personnel and family, to
get to the bottom of this argument and resolve it once and for all. He drills into the numbers,
analyzes the psychology and sociology of this partnership, and use the powerful wand of perspective
and context to illuminate the greatest duo that has ever graced the game.
  best plays in nfl history: More Distant Memories Danny Jones, 2006-12-12 This book is about
Pro Football's best ever players and forgotten heroes from a bygone era. They were the superstars of
the NFL and the AFL during the fabulous 50's, the glorious 60's, and the fun-loving 70's. However,
none of these legends are in the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio with the exception of Bob
Brown- who was finally selected in 2004 and Gene Hickerson- who was selected in 2007. These
exciting players revolutionized the game of Pro Football with their outstanding performances and
were the NFL's and AFL's biggest gate attractions. This book is a sequel to my first book, Distant
Memories: The NFL's Best Ever Players of the 60's and 70's. I have chronicled the careers of 30
great football players and have provided you a glimpse back at the best seasons, longest
touchdowns, and the big plays of their illustrious careers. Most of these men should be in the Hall of
Fame. J.D. Hill and Golden Richards will never be selected because they don't have the statistics, but
they were 2 of the NFL's most sensational players. All of these players had Hall of Fame talent and
most of them also had Hall of Fame like statistics. More Distant Memories is more than a book about
great football players. It's about the men who played the game and the humanity behind the
facemasks. These legendary heros and mavericks provided excitement and happiness to millions of
football fans across America. These players are lost treasures and have simply been forgotten as
time goes by. They were brilliant players and dedicated professionals. Their place in Pro Football
history is secure regardless of any Hall of Fame status. It was these trailblazers, legends, and other



stars from the glorious past that made Pro Football our national pastime and America's game. Enjoy
your trip down memory lane. http://www.starsofthenfl.com/index.html
  best plays in nfl history: Lost Treasures from the Golden Era of America's Game Danny
Jones, 2011-04-29 Lost Treasures from the Golden Era of Americas Game: Forgotten Heroes and
Legends of the 50s, 60s, and 70s, focuses on Pro Footballs forgotten stars from the glorious past.
They were outstanding players who somehow slipped through the cracks of immortality and should
be in the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio but are not. Its been over 40 years for some
legends and its a mystery if they will ever be selected to Footballs highest honor. Many of them have
just been forgotten. These men defined a bygone era of Pro Football with their brilliant
performances. They were the men who made the game and were some of the most exciting players
to ever play Pro Football. Many of these guys were pioneers and trailblazers in the 50s, 60s, and
70s. They were stars who showed us how to play their positions and did it in a professional manner.
These players provided excitement and happiness to millions of fans across the country and were
part of the most popular sport in the world. Lets hope they receive recognition for their
accomplishments and be selected to the Hall of Fame. These heroes and legends were just too good
to be forgotten. Fans of all ages will enjoy this book. http://www.starsofthenfl.com/index.html
  best plays in nfl history: Best of Newspaper Design 27 , 1995
  best plays in nfl history: Football For Dummies Howie Long, John Czarnecki, 2019-05-14 Are
you ready for some football? New stadiums have been built, new stars have been born, and records
have been broken since the last edition of Football For Dummies. This new edition is the fan's
ultimate, up-to-date guide to all things pigskin. Perfect for new and veteran fans of the sport alike, it
covers everything you need to be the most knowledgeable spectator in the stadium. With deep
explanations of every position, analysis of offense and defense, and detailed strategies for play,
football legend Howie Long and established analyst John Czarnecki present the nuts and bolts of
football for fans of all ages and experiences. Tackle football basics and enjoy America’s favorite sport
Grasp the rules and regulations, positions, plays, and penalties Appreciate the different aspects of
the game at the professional and college levels Learn about the latest NFL stadium technologies
Football For Dummies has something to offer fans of all ages, from peewees to the pros and
everything between.
  best plays in nfl history: Complete Wide Receiver Merritt J. Norvell, 2012-09-28 Strong, fast,
powerful, intelligent, and focused. Today’s wide receiver must have the total package of physical and
mental skills in order to excel at the position. Complete Wide Receiver covers it all, from the
fundamental skills to in-game reads and adjustments. In Complete Wide Receiver, legendary coach
Jay Norvell provides players and coaches with the instruction, insight, and advice that have
produced 8 All-Conference Players and dozens of NFL players, including Reggie Wayne, Marvin
Harrison, Troy Vincent, Sage Rosenfelds, Tony Simmons, Jerome Pathon, John Hall, Sam Bradford,
Zac Taylor, Chad Cascadden, Donald Hayes, and Lee DeRamus. From catching and securing the ball
to fighting through contact and adjusting to defensive schemes and developing the quickness and
superior agility necessary for precise route running, Complete Wide Receiver provides in-depth
coverage of the skills and strategies for mastering the position. In addition, you’ll find 48 drills,
off-season conditioning programs, and physical and mental strategies for game-day preparation. The
most comprehensive resource on the position, from the game’s most accomplished position coach,
Complete Wide Receiver is your guide to unlocking potential and maximizing performance at one of
the offense’s most important positions.
  best plays in nfl history: Pittsburgh Steelers Jim Wexell, 2006 Did you know that one former
star for the Pittsburgh Steelers went on to lower the driving age to 16 as a member of his state's
legislature? Or that one former Steeler now leads the St. Patrick's Day Parade every year in
Chicago? Or that another owned a casino in Reno? And that's just the players from the dark ages of
the Steelers' organization.Where have guys like Ted Marchibroda, Roy Jefferson, Frenchy Fuqua,
Jack Lambert, and Dermontti Dawson gone? What about Levon Kirkland, Kevin Greene, Carnell
Lake, Bubby Brister, Bruce Van Dyke, and Frank Lewis? The answers are inside. Men of Steel



profiles a Who's Who list of Steeler greats, catching up with the former players while taking each for
a nostalgic walk down memory lane. Through interviews with the players themselves-including Joe
Greene, Dick Hoak, Rod Woodson, Donnie Shell, and Tunch Ilkin-fans can relive the past as well as
catch up to the present.From Elbie Nickel and the second-most famous play in team history to the
group from the 1960s that legendary writer Myron Cope once blasted for abstaining from alcohol,
Men of Steel chronicles 60 years of Steelers history dating back to the 1940s. Most Steeler fans will
enjoy recalling each player's athletic accomplishments, but this book also delivers the rest of the
story-both on and off the field. For fans of Pittsburgh football, it gets no better than Men of Steel.
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