
becker tricks of the trade
Becker Tricks of the Trade: Mastering the Art of Efficient Learning and Exam Success

becker tricks of the trade are more than just simple study hacks—they are time-tested strategies
that help students and professionals excel, especially in demanding fields like accounting, finance,
and law. Whether you’re preparing for the CPA exam, CMA certification, or any rigorous
professional test, understanding and applying these insider tips can dramatically improve your
learning efficiency, retention, and confidence.

In this article, we’ll dive into the essential Becker tricks of the trade, exploring how to leverage
Becker’s study materials, optimize your study sessions, and navigate the exam with a strategic
mindset. Along the way, we’ll touch upon related concepts like effective time management, practice
exam tactics, and mental preparation that complement Becker’s proven methods.

Understanding Becker Tricks of the Trade

Becker Professional Education has built a strong reputation for producing comprehensive study
materials and exam prep courses. However, simply having access to Becker’s resources isn’t enough
to guarantee success. The real difference lies in how you use those resources—this is where Becker
tricks of the trade come into play.

These tricks involve smart study habits, maximizing the interactive tools Becker offers, and applying
focused review techniques that align with the exam’s structure. By embedding these strategies into
your routine, you can transform overwhelming study content into manageable, actionable learning.

Why Becker? A Quick Overview

Before we delve into the tricks, it’s helpful to understand why Becker is a preferred choice for many
candidates:

- **Comprehensive Content:** Becker courses cover all exam topics in detail, ensuring no area is left
untouched.
- **Expert Instructors:** Lessons are delivered by professionals with deep subject matter expertise.
- **Adaptive Learning Tools:** Features like customizable study plans and progress tracking keep
learners on target.
- **Practice Exams:** Simulated tests mirror the real exam format and difficulty, which is crucial for
preparation.

Knowing these strengths helps explain why adopting Becker tricks of the trade can enhance your
study process.



Key Becker Tricks of the Trade for Effective Exam
Preparation

1. Create a Personalized Study Schedule

One of the most common struggles Becker students face is managing the sheer volume of material. A
top Becker trick of the trade is crafting a personalized study calendar that breaks down topics into
daily or weekly goals.

- Use Becker’s built-in planner as a starting point.
- Adjust based on your strengths and weaknesses.
- Allocate extra time for challenging subjects like Auditing or Regulation.
- Incorporate breaks to avoid burnout.

Personalizing your schedule keeps you accountable and ensures consistent progress without last-
minute cramming.

2. Leverage Interactive Tools for Active Learning

Becker’s platform is rich with interactive components—flashcards, multiple-choice questions, and
task-based simulations. Passive reading won’t cut it for high-stakes exams, so engaging actively with
these tools is a must.

- Regularly quiz yourself using Becker’s question banks.
- Use flashcards for memorizing key concepts and formulas.
- Practice task-based simulations to understand application rather than rote memorization.

Active learning through these tools helps deepen comprehension and improves recall during the
actual exam.

3. Master Time Management During Practice Exams

Another Becker trick of the trade involves honing your pacing through timed practice exams. The
CPA and other professional tests are notorious for their time constraints, so managing that pressure
is essential.

- Start with untimed practice to build confidence.
- Gradually introduce timed conditions to simulate real exam pressure.
- Analyze your time spent per question and identify bottlenecks.
- Develop strategies for guessing and moving on when stuck.

This approach not only improves your speed but also trains your brain to stay calm and focused
under pressure.



4. Utilize Review Sessions Effectively

Review is critical to cementing knowledge, but it’s easy to become overwhelmed by endless re-
reading. Instead, apply Becker tricks of the trade by making your review sessions targeted and
strategic.

- Focus reviews on weak areas identified through practice tests.
- Summarize key points in your own words.
- Teach concepts aloud or to a study partner — teaching is a powerful tool to reinforce learning.
- Revisit difficult task-based simulations multiple times.

Strategic reviews ensure your study time is efficient and impactful.

Advanced Becker Tricks of the Trade: Going Beyond the
Basics

5. Integrate Real-World Examples

Understanding theory is important, but applying it to real-world scenarios deepens your grasp. Many
successful Becker students recommend supplementing your studies with practical examples.

- Follow current news related to accounting standards.
- Relate complex principles to your work experience or case studies.
- Discuss scenarios with peers or mentors.

This contextual learning makes abstract concepts more tangible and easier to remember.

6. Stay Mentally and Physically Prepared

Exam preparation is as much about mental stamina as intellectual ability. Becker tricks of the trade
include self-care habits that keep your mind sharp.

- Maintain a consistent sleep schedule.
- Incorporate physical exercise to reduce stress.
- Practice mindfulness or meditation to improve concentration.
- Avoid last-minute all-nighters; instead, trust your preparation.

A well-rested, focused mind performs significantly better during long exam sessions.

7. Customize Your Learning Path with Becker’s Analytics

Becker’s software provides analytics on your performance, highlighting strengths and weaknesses.



An advanced trick is to regularly review these analytics and tailor your study plan accordingly.

- Identify patterns in missed questions.
- Allocate more time to topics with lower scores.
- Track improvement trends to boost motivation.

Using data-driven insights ensures your study efforts yield maximum results.

Incorporating Becker Tricks of the Trade into Group
Study

While Becker is often used for individual study, some candidates benefit from group learning
environments. When working with peers, certain Becker tricks of the trade can enhance group
sessions:

- Assign specific topics for each member to master and teach the group.
- Use group quizzes to simulate exam conditions.
- Discuss challenging concepts to gain multiple perspectives.
- Hold regular check-ins to maintain accountability.

Group dynamics can reinforce learning and provide emotional support during stressful preparation
phases.

Final Thoughts on Becker Tricks of the Trade

Mastering Becker tricks of the trade isn’t about discovering secret shortcuts—it’s about adopting a
disciplined, strategic approach to studying. By personalizing your schedule, engaging actively with
Becker’s tools, practicing under timed conditions, and maintaining your mental well-being, you set
yourself up for success.

Remember, the journey to passing professional exams is a marathon, not a sprint. Integrating these
Becker tricks steadily will help you build confidence and competence, turning challenging material
into achievable milestones. Whether you’re tackling the CPA, CMA, or other certifications, these
trade secrets can be your ticket to mastering the exam and advancing your career with confidence.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' in the context of CPA
exam preparation?
'Becker Tricks of the Trade' refers to a collection of tips, shortcuts, and strategies provided by
Becker CPA Review to help candidates efficiently understand and remember complex accounting
concepts and excel in the CPA exam.



How can 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' improve my CPA exam
study routine?
By using 'Becker Tricks of the Trade,' candidates can learn practical mnemonics, time-saving
techniques, and problem-solving methods that simplify difficult topics, making study sessions more
effective and less time-consuming.

Are 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' included in Becker CPA
Review courses?
Yes, many Becker CPA Review courses incorporate 'Tricks of the Trade' as part of their instructional
material to help students grasp challenging concepts more easily and retain information better.

Can 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' be applied to all sections of
the CPA exam?
Yes, 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' cover various sections of the CPA exam, including AUD, FAR, REG,
and BEC, offering tailored tips and strategies relevant to each exam part.

Where can I find 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' resources?
Resources for 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' can be found within Becker CPA Review course materials,
official Becker study guides, online forums, and sometimes through Becker's webinars or
supplementary content.

Do 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' guarantee a passing score on
the CPA exam?
While 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' are helpful study aids, passing the CPA exam requires
comprehensive understanding, consistent study, and practice. These tricks enhance learning but do
not guarantee a passing score on their own.

Are 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' suitable for beginners or only
advanced CPA candidates?
'Becker Tricks of the Trade' are designed to benefit both beginners and advanced CPA candidates by
breaking down complex topics into manageable parts and offering practical approaches to studying.

How often are 'Becker Tricks of the Trade' updated to reflect
CPA exam changes?
Becker regularly updates their 'Tricks of the Trade' to align with the latest CPA exam content
changes and accounting standards, ensuring candidates receive current and relevant study
strategies.



Additional Resources
Becker Tricks of the Trade: Unlocking the Secrets to Exam Success

Becker tricks of the trade have become a cornerstone for many aspiring professionals seeking to
excel in challenging certification exams, particularly in the fields of accounting, finance, and law.
Known primarily for their comprehensive CPA review courses, Becker has cultivated a reputation for
not just delivering content but also equipping candidates with strategic study techniques and insider
tips that streamline learning and maximize exam performance. This article delves deep into the
nuances of Becker’s approach, exploring the practical tricks and methodologies that distinguish it
from other test preparation platforms.

Understanding Becker’s Pedagogical Approach

Becker’s educational framework is designed with a clear focus on efficiency and mastery. It
intertwines rigorous content coverage with adaptive learning technology and a range of
supplemental resources. The “tricks of the trade” embedded within Becker’s system aren’t mere
gimmicks; rather, they are well-researched strategies that help candidates overcome common
obstacles such as information overload, time management issues, and test anxiety.

One of the key features of Becker’s methodology is its emphasis on active learning. Instead of
passively consuming information, students are encouraged to engage through frequent practice
questions, simulations, and flashcards. This engagement fosters deeper understanding and
retention, which is vital when dealing with complex subjects like auditing standards or tax
regulations.

Strategic Time Management Techniques

Among the most frequently cited Becker tricks of the trade is the effective use of time-blocking for
study sessions. Becker recommends breaking down the syllabus into manageable segments,
scheduling focused study periods, and incorporating regular breaks to maintain mental sharpness.
This approach counters the common pitfall of cramming, which often leads to burnout and
diminished recall.

Additionally, Becker’s platform facilitates daily progress tracking, allowing candidates to monitor
their pace relative to their exam date. This data-driven insight helps in adjusting study plans
dynamically, ensuring that weaker areas receive more attention as the exam approaches.

Leveraging Practice Questions and Simulations

Becker’s extensive database of practice questions is more than a simple drill tool; it is a vital
component of their trick arsenal. The platform offers thousands of multiple-choice questions and
task-based simulations that mirror the style and difficulty of actual exams. This exposure acclimates
candidates to the testing environment, reducing surprises on test day.



The strategic use of these questions aligns with the testing effect, a psychological phenomenon
where retrieval practice enhances long-term memory. Becker encourages multiple passes through
question sets, focusing on understanding rationales for both correct and incorrect answers. This
method sharpens critical thinking and analytical skills essential for problem-solving under exam
conditions.

Comparative Insights: Becker Versus Other Review
Providers

When evaluating Becker tricks of the trade, it is instructive to compare its strategies with those
offered by competitors like Wiley, Roger CPA Review, or Gleim. Becker’s strength lies in its
structured approach and instructor-led sessions, which provide a classroom-like experience often
missing in self-study programs.

For example, while Wiley emphasizes video lectures with a conversational tone, Becker’s videos tend
to be more formal and comprehensive, catering to learners who prefer detailed explanations.
Becker’s integration of progress reports and adaptive learning paths also offers a more personalized
study experience compared to some competitors.

However, Becker’s rigorous approach may not suit every candidate. Some users find the platform’s
depth overwhelming, especially if they prefer a lighter, more conceptual overview. This underscores
the importance of aligning one’s study style with the provider’s teaching philosophy.

Technology and User Experience

Becker has invested heavily in technology to enhance the learning journey. Its mobile app allows for
on-the-go study, enabling users to capitalize on otherwise wasted time, such as commuting. The app
includes features like note-taking, bookmarking, and offline access to materials, which are critical
for maintaining consistent study habits.

The platform’s interface is intuitive, but some users report that navigation between different
modules could be smoother. Despite this, the overall user experience supports Becker tricks of the
trade by minimizing friction and helping learners stay organized.

Practical Implementation of Becker Tricks for CPA
Candidates

For CPA candidates, Becker’s tricks are particularly valuable because of the exam’s breadth and
complexity. Here are some practical ways to integrate Becker’s strategies into a study regimen:

Start Early and Follow a Schedule: Becker’s recommended study plans are tailored to
various timelines, from intensive two-month programs to more extended six-month



preparations. Adhering to these schedules helps prevent last-minute rushes.

Use the Flashcard Feature: Regularly reviewing flashcards aids in memorizing key concepts,
formulas, and definitions crucial for the CPA exam sections.

Simulate Real Exam Conditions: Taking full-length practice exams under timed conditions
builds stamina and helps candidates gauge their readiness.

Focus on Weak Areas: Utilize Becker’s analytics to identify problem spots and allocate extra
time to those topics.

Engage with Instructor Support: Becker offers access to expert instructors via live sessions
or messaging, providing clarification and motivation.

Common Pitfalls and How Becker Helps Overcome Them

Many candidates struggle with procrastination, inconsistent study habits, and difficulty in applying
theoretical knowledge to practical problems. Becker tricks of the trade directly address these issues
through structured content delivery and motivational tools such as progress tracking badges and
reminders.

Moreover, the platform’s emphasis on understanding the “why” behind answers helps bridge the gap
between rote memorization and conceptual clarity, a critical distinction in passing the CPA exam
with confidence.

Expanding Beyond CPA: Becker’s Broader Applications

While Becker is synonymous with CPA exam review, its tricks of the trade extend to other
professional certifications, including CMA, CFA, and even the Bar exam. The core
principles—structured study plans, immersive practice, and adaptive learning—remain consistent,
demonstrating Becker’s versatility.

For non-accounting professionals, Becker’s brand of disciplined preparation offers insights into how
to approach any high-stakes exam. The integration of technology, expert guidance, and cognitive
psychology principles creates a replicable model for success.

---

In essence, Becker tricks of the trade provide more than just study hacks; they embody a
comprehensive educational philosophy that balances content mastery with strategic exam
preparation. For candidates willing to invest the effort, these methods can transform an intimidating
exam process into a manageable, even empowering, journey.



Becker Tricks Of The Trade

  becker tricks of the trade: Tricks of the Trade Howard S. Becker, 2024-05-31 Drawing on
more than four decades of experience as a researcher and teacher, Howard Becker now brings to
students and researchers the many valuable techniques he has learned. Tricks of the Trade will help
students learn how to think about research projects. Assisted by Becker's sage advice, students can
make better sense of their research and simultaneously generate fresh ideas on where to look next
for new data. The tricks cover four broad areas of social science: the creation of the imagery to
guide research; methods of sampling to generate maximum variety in the data; the development of
concepts to organize findings; and the use of logical methods to explore systematically the
implications of what is found. Becker's advice ranges from simple tricks such as changing an
interview question from Why? to How? (as a way of getting people to talk without asking for a
justification) to more technical tricks such as how to manipulate truth tables. Becker has extracted
these tricks from a variety of fields such as art history, anthropology, sociology, literature, and
philosophy; and his dazzling variety of references ranges from James Agee to Ludwig Wittgenstein.
Becker finds the common principles that lie behind good social science work, principles that apply to
both quantitative and qualitative research. He offers practical advice, ideas students can apply to
their data with the confidence that they will return with something they hadn't thought of before.
Like Writing for Social Scientists, Tricks of the Trade will bring aid and comfort to generations of
students. Written in the informal, accessible style for which Becker is known, this book will be an
essential resource for students in a wide variety of fields. An instant classic. . . . Becker's stories and
reflections make a great book, one that will find its way into the hands of a great many social
scientists, and as with everything he writes, it is lively and accessible, a joy to read.—Charles Ragin,
Northwestern University
  becker tricks of the trade: Tricks of the Trade Howard S. Becker, 1998-01-19 Drawing on
more than four decades of experience as a researcher and teacher, Howard Becker now brings to
students and researchers the many valuable techniques he has learned. Tricks of the Trade will help
students learn how to think about research projects. Assisted by Becker's sage advice, students can
make better sense of their research and simultaneously generate fresh ideas on where to look next
for new data. The tricks cover four broad areas of social science: the creation of the imagery to
guide research; methods of sampling to generate maximum variety in the data; the development of
concepts to organize findings; and the use of logical methods to explore systematically the
implications of what is found. Becker's advice ranges from simple tricks such as changing an
interview question from Why? to How? (as a way of getting people to talk without asking for a
justification) to more technical tricks such as how to manipulate truth tables. Becker has extracted
these tricks from a variety of fields such as art history, anthropology, sociology, literature, and
philosophy; and his dazzling variety of references ranges from James Agee to Ludwig Wittgenstein.
Becker finds the common principles that lie behind good social science work, principles that apply to
both quantitative and qualitative research. He offers practical advice, ideas students can apply to
their data with the confidence that they will return with something they hadn't thought of before.
Like Writing for Social Scientists, Tricks of the Trade will bring aid and comfort to generations of
students. Written in the informal, accessible style for which Becker is known, this book will be an
essential resource for students in a wide variety of fields. An instant classic. . . . Becker's stories and
reflections make a great book, one that will find its way into the hands of a great many social
scientists, and as with everything he writes, it is lively and accessible, a joy to read.—Charles Ragin,
Northwestern University
  becker tricks of the trade: Qualitative Research Practice Clive Seale, 2007 Aimed at the
student reader, this book demonstrates the benefits of using particular methods from the viewpoint
of real-life experience. It contains chapters written by leading, internationally distinguished
qualitative researchers who recount and reflect on their own research experiences as well as others.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-181/becker-tricks-of-the-trade.pdf


  becker tricks of the trade: Strategies of Qualitative Inquiry Norman K. Denzin, 2008
Strategies of Qualitative Inquiry, Third Edition, the second volume in the paperback version of The
SAGE Handbook of Qualitative Research, 3rd Edition, consists of Part III of the handbook (Strategies
of Inquiry). Strategies of Qualitative Inquiry, Third Edition presents the major tactics-historically,
the research methods-that researchers can utilize in conducting concrete qualitative studies. The
chapter topics range from performance ethnography to case studies, issues of ethnographic
representation, grounded theory strategies, testimonies, participatory action research, and clinical
research. Key Feature of the Third Edition - Contains a new Reader's Guide prepared by the editors
that helps students and researchers navigate through the chapters, locating the different
methodologies, methods, techniques, issues, and theories relevant to their work. - Presents an
abbreviated Glossary of terms that offer students and researchers a ready resource to help decode
the language of qualitative research. - Offers recommended Readings that provide readers with
additional sources on specific topic areas linked to their research. Intended Audience This text is
designed for graduate students taking classes in social research methods and qualitative methods as
well as researchers throughout the social sciences and in some fields within the humanities.
  becker tricks of the trade: Tricks of the Trade ... Becker, 1990
  becker tricks of the trade: The Art of Social Theory Richard Swedberg, 2015-09-01 A practical
guide to the art of theorizing in the social sciences In the social sciences today, students are taught
theory by reading and analyzing the works of Karl Marx, Max Weber, and other foundational figures
of the discipline. What they rarely learn, however, is how to actually theorize. The Art of Social
Theory is a practical guide to doing just that. In this one-of-a-kind user's manual for social theorists,
Richard Swedberg explains how theorizing occurs in what he calls the context of discovery, a
process in which the researcher gathers preliminary data and thinks creatively about it using tools
such as metaphor, analogy, and typology. He guides readers through each step of the theorist’s art,
from observation and naming to concept formation and explanation. To theorize well, you also need
a sound knowledge of existing social theory. Swedberg introduces readers to the most important
theories and concepts, and discusses how to go about mastering them. If you can think, you can also
learn to theorize. This book shows you how. Concise and accessible, The Art of Social Theory
features helpful examples throughout, and also provides practical exercises that enable readers to
learn through doing.
  becker tricks of the trade: Howard S. Becker Jean Peneff, 2018-08-06 Who is Howard S.
Becker? This book traces his career, examining his work and contributions to the field of sociology.
Themes covered include Becker’s theoretical conceptualizations, approaches, teaching style, and
positioning in the intellectual milieu. Translated from French by sociologist Robert Dingwall, the
English edition benefits from an editorial introduction and additional referencing, as well as a new
foreword by Becker himself.
  becker tricks of the trade: What Editors Want Philippa J. Benson, Susan C. Silver, 2013
Research publications have always been key to building a successful career in science, yet little if
any formal guidance is offered to young scientists on how to get research papers peer reviewed,
accepted, and published by leading scientific journals. With What Editors Want, Philippa J. Benson
and Susan C. Silver, two well-respected editors from the science publishing community, remedy that
situation with a clear, straightforward guide that will be of use to all scientists. Benson and Silver
instruct readers on how to identify the journals that are most likely to publish a given paper, how to
write an effective cover letter, how to avoid common pitfalls of the submission process, and how to
effectively navigate the all-important peer review process, including dealing with revisions and
rejection. With supplemental advice from more than a dozen experts, this book will equip scientists
with the knowledge they need to usher their papers through publication.
  becker tricks of the trade: Cite Right Charles Lipson, 2018-12-14 Updated Edition: “An
invaluable tool for researchers who must cite sources in their writing . . . you’ll want to keep it
within easy reach of your keyboard.” —Technical Communications Cite Right is the perfect guide for
anyone who needs to learn a new citation style or who needs an easy reference to Chicago, MLA,



APA, AMA, and other styles. Each chapter serves as a quick guide that introduces the basics of a
style, explains who might use it, and then presents an abundance of examples. This edition includes
updates reflecting the most recent editions of The Chicago Manual of Style and the MLA Handbook.
With this book, students and researchers can move smoothly among styles with confidence that they
are getting it right.
  becker tricks of the trade: The Craft of Scientific Communication Joseph E. Harmon, Alan
G. Gross, 2024-05-31 This work would be an important manual for any scientist who wishes to
publish articles that generate significant impact. — Quarterly Review of Biology The ability to
communicate in print and person is essential to the life of a successful scientist. But since writing is
often secondary in scientific education and teaching, there remains a significant need for guides that
teach scientists how best to convey their research to general and professional audiences. The Craft
of Scientific Communication will teach science students and scientists alike how to improve the
clarity, cogency, and communicative power of their words and images. In this remarkable guide,
Joseph E. Harmon and Alan G. Gross have combined their many years of experience in the art of
science writing to analyze published examples of how the best scientists communicate. Organized
topically with information on the structural elements and the style of scientific communications,
each chapter draws on models of past successes and failures to show students and practitioners how
best to negotiate the world of print, online publication, and oral presentation. It would be impossible
to constrain my appreciation for this book, which will find eager reception wherever the need for
teaching scientific writing is addressed. —Patrick Logan, University of Rhode Island Demonstrates
quite powerfully that no scientist can survive professionally without writing well . . . This book
enters a crowded room of 'how to' books for scientific authors but emerges as a unique contribution
due to the authors' extensive research of scientific communication that provides the intellectual
history and social functions of the very features of good writing that scientific authors must master.
—Carol Reeves, Butler University
  becker tricks of the trade: Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes, Second Edition Robert M.
Emerson, Rachel I. Fretz, Linda L. Shaw, 2011-12-25 In Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes, Robert M.
Emerson, Rachel I. Fretz, and Linda L. Shaw present a series of guidelines, suggestions, and
practical advice for creating useful fieldnotes in a variety of settings, demystifying a process that is
often assumed to be intuitive and impossible to teach. Using actual unfinished notes as examples,
the authors illustrate options for composing, reviewing, and working fieldnotes into finished texts.
They discuss different organizational and descriptive strategies and show how transforming direct
observations into vivid descriptions results not simply from good memory but from learning to
envision scenes as written. A good ethnographer, they demonstrate, must learn to remember
dialogue and movement like an actor, to see colors and shapes like a painter, and to sense moods
and rhythms like a poet. This new edition reflects the extensive feedback the authors have received
from students and instructors since the first edition was published in 1995. As a result, they have
updated the race, class, and gender section, created new sections on coding programs and revising
first drafts, and provided new examples of working notes. An essential tool for budding social
scientists, the second edition of Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes will be invaluable for a new
generation of researchers entering the field.
  becker tricks of the trade: Thinking Like a Political Scientist Christopher Howard, 2022-12-22
A compelling case for transforming how research methods are taught to undergraduate students of
political science. — London School of Economics Review of Books Each year, tens of thousands of
students who are interested in politics go through a rite of passage: they take a course in research
methods. Many find the subject to be boring or confusing, and with good reason. Most of the
standard books on research methods fail to highlight the most important concepts and questions.
Instead, they brim with dry technical definitions and focus heavily on statistical analysis, slighting
other valuable methods. This approach prevents students from mastering the skills they need to
engage more directly and meaningfully with a wide variety of research. With wit and practical
wisdom, Christopher Howard draws on more than a decade of experience teaching research



methods to transform a typically dreary subject and teach budding political scientists the critical
skills they need to read published research more effectively and produce better research of their
own. The first part of the book is devoted to asking three fundamental questions in political science:
What happened? Why? Who cares? In the second section, Howard demonstrates how to answer
these questions by choosing an appropriate research design, selecting cases, and working with
numbers and written documents as evidence. Drawing on examples from American and comparative
politics, international relations, and public policy, Thinking Like a Political Scientist highlights the
most common challenges that political scientists routinely face, and each chapter concludes with
exercises so that students can practice dealing with those challenges.
  becker tricks of the trade: Writing Your Journal Article in Twelve Weeks, Second
Edition Wendy Laura Belcher, 2019-06-07 “Wow. No one ever told me this!” Wendy Laura Belcher
has heard this countless times throughout her years of teaching and advising academics on how to
write journal articles. Scholars know they must publish, but few have been told how to do so. So
Belcher made it her mission to demystify the writing process. The result was Writing Your Journal
Article in Twelve Weeks, which takes this overwhelming task and breaks it into small, manageable
steps. For the past decade, this guide has been the go-to source for those creating articles for
peer-reviewed journals. It has enabled thousands to overcome their anxieties and produce the
publications that are essential to succeeding in their fields. With this new edition, Belcher expands
her advice to reach beginning scholars in even more disciplines. She builds on feedback from
professors and graduate students who have successfully used the workbook to complete their
articles. A new chapter addresses scholars who are writing from scratch. This edition also includes
more targeted exercises and checklists, as well as the latest research on productivity and scholarly
writing. Writing Your Journal Article in Twelve Weeks is the only reference to combine expert
guidance with a step-by-step workbook. Each week, readers learn a feature of strong articles and
work on revising theirs accordingly. Every day is mapped out, taking the guesswork and worry out of
writing. There are tasks, templates, and reminders. At the end of twelve weeks, graduate students,
recent PhDs, postdoctoral fellows, adjunct instructors, junior faculty, and international faculty will
feel confident they know that the rules of academic publishing and have the tools they need to
succeed.
  becker tricks of the trade: Society on the Edge Philippe Fontaine, Jefferson D. Pooley,
2020-12-10 The social sciences underwent rapid development in postwar America. Problems once
framed in social terms gradually became redefined as individual with regards to scope and remedy,
with economics and psychology winning influence over the other social sciences. By the 1970s, both
economics and psychology had spread their intellectual remits wide: psychology's concepts suffused
everyday language, while economists entered a myriad of policy debates. Psychology and economics
contributed to, and benefited from, a conception of society that was increasingly skeptical of social
explanations and interventions. Sociology, in particular, lost intellectual and policy ground to its
peers, even regarding 'social problems' that the discipline long considered its settled domain. The
book's ten chapters explore this shift, each refracted through a single 'problem': the family, crime,
urban concerns, education, discrimination, poverty, addiction, war, and mental health, examining
the effects an increasingly individualized lens has had on the way we see these problems.
  becker tricks of the trade: Economical Writing, Third Edition Deirdre Nansen McCloskey,
2019-05-17 The book every entrepreneur should read. . . . Better than Strunk and White. . . . The
work of a master.--Stephen Kinsella, University of Limerick Economics is not a field that is known for
good writing. Charts, yes. Sparkling prose, no. Except, that is, when it comes to Deirdre Nansen
McCloskey. Her conversational and witty yet always clear style is a hallmark of her classic works of
economic history, enlivening the dismal science and engaging readers well beyond the discipline.
And now she’s here to share the secrets of how it’s done. Economical Writing is itself economical: a
collection of thirty-five pithy rules for making your writing clear, concise, and effective. Proceeding
from big-picture ideas to concrete strategies for improvement at the level of the paragraph,
sentence, or word, McCloskey shows us that good writing, after all, is not just a matter of taste—it’s



a product of adept intuition and a rigorous revision process. Debunking stale rules, warning us that
“footnotes are nests for pedants,” and offering an arsenal of readily applicable tools and methods,
she shows writers of all levels of experience how to rethink the way they approach their work, and
gives them the knowledge to turn mediocre prose into magic. At once efficient and digestible,
hilarious and provocative, Economical Writing lives up to its promise. With McCloskey as our guide,
it’s impossible not to see how any piece of writing—on economics or any other subject—can be a
pleasure to read.
  becker tricks of the trade: From Dissertation to Book William Germano, 2014-02-27 How to
transform a thesis into a publishable work that can engage audiences beyond the academic
committee. When a dissertation crosses my desk, I usually want to grab it by its metaphorical lapels
and give it a good shake. “You know something!” I would say if it could hear me. “Now tell it to us in
language we can understand!” Since its publication in 2005, From Dissertation to Book has helped
thousands of young academic authors get their books beyond the thesis committee and into the
hands of interested publishers and general readers. Now revised and updated to reflect the
evolution of scholarly publishing, this edition includes a new chapter arguing that the future of
academic writing is in the hands of young scholars who must create work that meets the broader
expectations of readers rather than the narrow requirements of academic committees. At the heart
of From Dissertation to Book is the idea that revising the dissertation is fundamentally a process of
shifting its focus from the concerns of a narrow audience—a committee or advisors—to those of a
broader scholarly audience that wants writing to be both informative and engaging. William
Germano offers clear guidance on how to do this, with advice on such topics as rethinking the table
of contents, taming runaway footnotes, shaping chapter length, and confronting the limitations of
jargon, alongside helpful timetables for light or heavy revision. Germano draws on his years of
experience in both academia and publishing to show writers how to turn a dissertation into a book
that an audience will actually enjoy, whether reading on a page or a screen. He also acknowledges
that not all dissertations can or even should become books and explores other, often overlooked,
options, such as turning them into journal articles or chapters in an edited work. With clear
directions, engaging examples, and an eye for the idiosyncrasies of academic writing, he reveals to
recent PhDs the secrets of careful and thoughtful revision—a skill that will be truly invaluable as
they add “author” to their curriculum vitae.
  becker tricks of the trade: Student’s Guide to Writing College Papers, Fifth Edition Kate L.
Turabian, 2019-06-28 Students of all levels need to know how to write a well-reasoned, coherent
research paper—and for decades Kate L. Turabian’s Student’s Guide to Writing College Papers has
helped them to develop this critical skill. For its fifth edition, Chicago has reconceived and renewed
this classic work for today’s generation. Addressing the same range of topics as Turabian’s A Manual
for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations but for beginning writers and researchers,
this guide introduces students to the art of formulating an effective argument, conducting
high-quality research with limited resources, and writing an engaging class paper. This new edition
includes fresh examples of research topics, clarified terminology, more illustrations, and new
information about using online sources and citation software. It features updated citation guidelines
for Chicago, MLA, and APA styles, aligning with the latest editions of these popular style manuals. It
emphasizes argument, research, and writing as extensions of activities that students already do in
their everyday lives. It also includes a more expansive view of what the end product of research
might be, showing that knowledge can be presented in more ways than on a printed page. Friendly
and authoritative, the fifth edition of Student’s Guide to Writing College Papers combines decades of
expert advice with new revisions based on feedback from students and teachers. Time-tested and
teacher-approved, this book will prepare students to be better critical thinkers and help them
develop a sense of inquiry that will serve them well beyond the classroom.
  becker tricks of the trade: Authoring a PhD Patrick Dunleavy, 2017-04-28 This engaging and
highly regarded book takes readers through the key stages of their PhD research journey, from the
initial ideas through to successful completion and publication. It gives helpful guidance on forming



research questions, organising ideas, pulling together a final draft, handling the viva and getting
published. Each chapter contains a wealth of practical suggestions and tips for readers to try out
and adapt to their own research needs and disciplinary style. This text will be essential reading for
PhD students and their supervisors in humanities, arts, social sciences, business, law, health and
related disciplines.
  becker tricks of the trade: Going Public Arlene Stein, Jessie Daniels, 2017-02-21 At a time
when policy discussions are dominated by “I feel” instead of “I know,” it is more important than ever
for social scientists to make themselves heard. When those who possess in-depth training and
expertise are excluded from public debates about pressing social issues—such as climate change,
the prison system, or healthcare—vested interests can sway public opinion in uninformed ways. Yet
few graduate students, researchers, or faculty know how to do this kind of work—or feel empowered
to do it. While there has been an increasing call for social scientists to engage more broadly with the
public, concrete advice for starting the conversation has been in short supply. Arlene Stein and
Jessie Daniels seek to change this with Going Public, the first guide that truly explains how to be a
public scholar. They offer guidance on writing beyond the academy, including how to get started
with op-eds and articles and later how to write books that appeal to general audiences. They then
turn to the digital realm with strategies for successfully building an online presence, cultivating an
audience, and navigating the unique challenges of digital world. They also address some of the
challenges facing those who go public, including the pervasive view that anything less than scholarly
writing isn’t serious and the stigma that one’s work might be dubbed “journalistic.” Going Public
shows that by connecting with experts, policymakers, journalists, and laypeople, social scientists can
actually make their own work stronger. And by learning to effectively add their voices to the
conversation, researchers can help make sure that their knowledge is truly heard above the digital
din.
  becker tricks of the trade: Styles of Reasoning in the British Life Sciences James Elwick,
2007-09-15 Elwick explores how the concept of compound individuality brought together life
scientists working in pre-Darwinian London. Scientists conducting research in comparative anatomy,
physiology, cellular microscopy, embryology and the neurosciences repeatedly stated that plants and
animals were compounds of smaller independent units. Discussion of a bodily economy was
widespread. But by 1860, the most flamboyant discussions of compound individuality had come to an
end in Britain. Elwick relates the growth and decline of questions about compound individuality to
wider nineteenth-century debates about research standards and causality. He uses specific technical
case studies to address overarching themes of reason and scientific method.
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