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Ancient Egypt Religion and Beliefs: A Window into a Timeless Civilization

ancient egypt religion and beliefs form the backbone of one of the world's
most fascinating and enduring civilizations. The spiritual life of the
ancient Egyptians was deeply intertwined with their daily existence,
governance, art, and even their understanding of the cosmos. Exploring these
beliefs offers insight not only into their culture but also into how they
interpreted life, death, and the universe around them. Let’s embark on a
journey through the rich tapestry of gods, rituals, myths, and sacred
practices that defined ancient Egyptian religion.

The Foundation of Ancient Egypt Religion and
Beliefs

At its core, ancient Egyptian religion was polytheistic, meaning the people
worshipped many gods and goddesses, each embodying different aspects of
nature, society, and the afterlife. These deities were more than just
symbols; they were believed to actively influence the world and human
affairs. The Egyptians saw their gods as essential to maintaining ma’at—the
concept of cosmic order, truth, and justice.

The belief system was not rigid but fluid, allowing for regional variations
and the assimilation of new gods over time. Pharaohs, considered divine or
semi-divine figures, acted as intermediaries between the gods and the people,
responsible for upholding ma’at and ensuring the prosperity of Egypt.

Understanding Ma’at: The Cosmic Balance

Ma’at was far more than a religious principle; it was the ethical and moral
compass guiding all aspects of Egyptian life. Represented as a goddess
wearing an ostrich feather, Ma’at symbolized truth, balance, and harmony. The
Egyptians believed their entire existence depended on maintaining this
delicate balance, whether through justice in society, proper ritual
practices, or the annual flooding of the Nile.

Pharaohs were expected to rule with fairness and uphold Ma’at to keep chaos
(known as Isfet) at bay. This cosmic struggle between order and chaos was a
recurring theme in Egyptian mythology and influenced their rituals and
governance.



Key Deities in Ancient Egyptian Religion and
Beliefs

The pantheon of ancient Egypt was vast, with gods and goddesses often
embodying natural forces, animals, or human emotions. Understanding the major
deities helps unravel how the Egyptians viewed the world and their place
within it.

Ra: The Sun God and Creator

Ra was perhaps the most important deity, symbolizing the sun, light, and
creation. Egyptians believed Ra traveled across the sky during the day in a
solar barque and passed through the underworld at night, battling darkness
and chaos. This daily journey symbolized rebirth and renewal, reinforcing the
cycle of life and death.

Osiris, Isis, and Horus: The Divine Family

The myth of Osiris, Isis, and Horus is central to ancient Egyptian religion
and beliefs about the afterlife. Osiris, god of the dead and resurrection,
was murdered by his brother Set but resurrected by his wife Isis through
powerful magic. Their son Horus avenged Osiris's death and became the symbol
of kingship and protection.

This family’s story emphasized themes of death, rebirth, justice, and the
eternal struggle between good and evil, which resonated deeply in both
religious and political spheres.

Anubis and the Afterlife

Anubis, the jackal-headed god, was the guardian of the dead and a guide
through the underworld. He was believed to oversee the mummification process
and the weighing of the heart ceremony, where a deceased person’s heart was
weighed against the feather of Ma’at to determine their fate in the
afterlife.

Rituals, Temples, and the Role of Priests

Ancient Egyptian religion and beliefs were not just theoretical concepts;
they were lived experiences manifested through elaborate rituals and temple
worship.



Temple Worship and Sacred Spaces

Temples were the focal points of religious life, considered the earthly homes
of the gods. These grand structures were designed to reflect the cosmos and
were often aligned with celestial events. Only priests and the pharaoh could
enter the innermost sanctuaries where the gods’ statues were kept.

Temples served multiple purposes: places for daily offerings, festivals, and
maintaining the divine order through ritual purity. They were also centers of
learning, healing, and community gathering.

The Role of Priests

Priests were vital intermediaries who performed daily rituals to honor the
gods, maintain temple cleanliness, and conduct ceremonies that ensured
Egypt’s prosperity. Their duties included reciting prayers, making offerings,
and interpreting divine will.

Unlike many religious roles in other cultures, Egyptian priests were highly
educated, often knowledgeable in astronomy, medicine, and magic, illustrating
the intertwined nature of religion and science in ancient Egypt.

Funerary Practices and Beliefs About the Afterlife

One of the most well-known aspects of ancient Egyptian religion and beliefs
is their focus on the afterlife. Egyptians believed life continued after
death in a spiritual realm, and proper preparation was essential to ensure a
safe journey.

Mummification preserved the body, considered the home of the soul’s ka. Tombs
were equipped with spells, amulets, and goods to aid the deceased in
navigating the afterlife. The Book of the Dead, a collection of spells and
instructions, was often buried with the dead to protect them.

The weighing of the heart ceremony, overseen by Anubis and judged by Osiris,
determined if the soul was worthy of eternal life. If the heart was lighter
than the feather of Ma’at, the soul was granted access to paradise; if not,
it faced destruction.

The Intersection of Mythology, Astronomy, and
Magic

Ancient Egyptian religion and beliefs were deeply connected with their
observations of the natural world and the cosmos.



Mythology as a Reflection of Natural Phenomena

Many myths explained natural cycles—like the flooding of the Nile, the
movement of the sun, or the changing seasons—through the actions of gods. For
example, the daily journey of Ra across the sky symbolized the sun’s path,
while the death and resurrection of Osiris paralleled the annual agricultural
cycle.

These stories helped Egyptians make sense of their environment and instilled
a sense of order and predictability.

The Power of Magic (Heka)

Magic, or heka, was not seen as supernatural but as an integral force given
by the gods to humans. It was used in healing, protection, and rituals.
Priests and magicians invoked spells to influence reality and communicate
with the divine.

Magic permeated everyday life, from securing good harvests to protecting
children, demonstrating how ancient Egyptians perceived the universe as an
interconnected web of spiritual and physical forces.

Legacy and Influence of Ancient Egypt Religion
and Beliefs

The profound nature of ancient Egyptian religion and beliefs has left an
indelible mark on history and continues to captivate modern minds. Many
religious ideas, such as the concept of an afterlife, judgment after death,
and resurrection, have parallels in later religious traditions.

Moreover, the awe-inspiring temples, statues, and tombs remain as testaments
to the Egyptians’ devotion and their sophisticated understanding of
spirituality. Today, scholars and enthusiasts alike study these beliefs to
unravel not only Egypt’s past but also the human quest for meaning and
connection with the divine.

Delving into ancient Egyptian religion and beliefs reveals a civilization
that saw life as a sacred journey, deeply connected to gods, nature, and the
eternal cycle of existence—an inspiring perspective that continues to
resonate across time.

Frequently Asked Questions



What were the main gods worshiped in ancient
Egyptian religion?
The main gods worshiped in ancient Egyptian religion included Ra (the sun
god), Osiris (god of the afterlife), Isis (goddess of magic and motherhood),
Anubis (god of mummification and the afterlife), and Horus (sky god).

How did ancient Egyptians view the afterlife?
Ancient Egyptians believed in an afterlife where the soul would live on. They
thought the afterlife was a continuation of life on earth, where the deceased
would be judged by Osiris and could enjoy eternal happiness if deemed worthy.

What role did the pharaoh play in ancient Egyptian
religion?
The pharaoh was considered both a political and religious leader, often
viewed as a divine or semi-divine figure who was the intermediary between the
gods and the people. The pharaoh was responsible for maintaining Ma'at, or
cosmic order.

Why were mummification and tombs important in
ancient Egyptian beliefs?
Mummification was crucial for preserving the body so the soul could recognize
it in the afterlife. Tombs were designed to protect the body and provide for
the deceased's needs, ensuring a safe journey and comfortable existence in
the next world.

What is the significance of the Book of the Dead in
ancient Egyptian religion?
The Book of the Dead is a collection of spells and prayers intended to guide
the deceased through the underworld and help them overcome obstacles to reach
the afterlife safely.

How did ancient Egyptians practice their religion
daily?
Ancient Egyptians practiced religion through daily rituals, offerings to gods
in temples, prayers, and festivals. Priests performed ceremonies, and
individuals often had household shrines to honor specific deities.



Additional Resources
Ancient Egypt Religion and Beliefs: An In-Depth Exploration

ancient egypt religion and beliefs formed the cornerstone of one of history’s
most enduring civilizations. Rooted in a complex web of mythology, ritual
practices, and an intricate pantheon of gods, these spiritual systems
governed not only the daily lives of Egyptians but also their understanding
of the cosmos, morality, and the afterlife. The religious landscape of
ancient Egypt offers invaluable insights into how early societies
conceptualized divinity, power, and existence itself.

The Foundations of Ancient Egyptian Religion

At its core, ancient Egyptian religion was polytheistic, involving the
worship of numerous deities who personified natural phenomena, abstract
concepts, and societal ideals. Unlike many modern religions with codified
scriptures, Egyptian beliefs were transmitted through oral traditions, temple
inscriptions, and mythological texts such as the Pyramid Texts and the Book
of the Dead. These sources reveal a worldview where gods interacted with
humans, influencing the order of nature and the fate of souls.

The Egyptian religious system was deeply intertwined with the environment,
especially the Nile River, which was seen as a divine gift ensuring fertility
and prosperity. This symbiotic relationship between nature and spirituality
underscored the Egyptians’ reverence for life cycles and cosmic balance,
often referred to as Ma’at, the principle of truth, justice, and harmony.

The Pantheon and Major Deities

The pantheon of ancient Egypt is vast and varied, but several gods stand out
for their prominence and enduring influence:

Ra: The sun god, often regarded as the king of the gods, symbolizing
creation and life. Ra’s daily journey across the sky was a metaphor for
rebirth and renewal.

Osiris: God of the afterlife, resurrection, and fertility. Osiris’s myth
involving death and rebirth became central to Egyptian funerary
practices and beliefs about immortality.

Isis: A powerful goddess associated with magic, motherhood, and healing,
who played a pivotal role in the Osiris myth and was widely venerated
across Egypt.

Anubis: The jackal-headed god of mummification and protector of graves,



overseeing the transition of souls to the afterlife.

Horus: Often depicted as a falcon, Horus represented kingship and the
sky. The pharaoh was considered the earthly embodiment of Horus,
reinforcing divine authority.

Each deity had specific domains and attributes, and worship could vary
regionally. Temples dedicated to these gods were centers of religious
activity and political power, reflecting the interconnectedness of faith and
governance.

Core Beliefs and Spiritual Practices

The ancient Egyptians’ beliefs about life, death, and the cosmos shaped much
of their daily behavior and societal structure. Central to their faith was
the concept of the afterlife, which was intricately detailed in funerary
texts and rituals.

Concept of the Afterlife

Unlike some ancient cultures that viewed death as an end, Egyptians perceived
it as a transition to another phase of existence. The journey to the
afterlife was perilous and required careful preparation. Mummification was
not merely a preservation technique but a sacred ritual ensuring the
deceased’s body remained intact for the soul’s return.

The soul was believed to be composed of several parts, including the ka (life
force) and ba (personality), which had to reunite for the individual to live
eternally. The “Weighing of the Heart” ceremony, where the deceased’s heart
was weighed against the feather of Ma’at, determined their worthiness to
enter the eternal paradise known as the Field of Reeds.

Rituals and Symbolism

Rituals played a pivotal role in maintaining cosmic order and securing divine
favor. Priests conducted daily ceremonies in temples, performing offerings,
prayers, and purification rites. Symbols such as the ankh (symbol of life),
the scarab beetle (rebirth), and the Eye of Horus (protection) were prevalent
in amulets, tomb paintings, and religious iconography.

Festivals dedicated to gods like Osiris and Hathor punctuated the calendar,
reinforcing communal identity and renewing spiritual energy. These events
often included processions, music, and reenactments of mythological stories.



Societal Impact and Legacy

Ancient Egypt religion and beliefs were not isolated to the spiritual realm
but permeated governance, art, and social hierarchy. The pharaoh was both a
political leader and a divine intermediary, legitimizing his rule through
religious authority. This fusion of church and state helped stabilize
Egyptian society for millennia.

Religion and Governance

Pharaohs were considered gods on earth, descendants of Horus, and entrusted
with upholding Ma’at. Their responsibilities included commissioning temples,
sponsoring religious ceremonies, and ensuring the welfare of their people
through divine sanction. This sacral kingship created a system where
religious and political power were inseparable.

Art and Architecture

Religious beliefs inspired some of the most iconic artistic achievements in
history. Monumental temples such as Karnak and Luxor, colossal statues like
those of Ramses II, and intricately decorated tombs in the Valley of the
Kings all served religious purposes. The themes of death, resurrection, and
divine protection are vividly portrayed, demonstrating the Egyptians’
sophisticated theological imagination.

Comparisons with Contemporary Ancient Religions

When compared to other ancient religious systems, Egyptian belief stands out
for its elaborate afterlife doctrine and the extent to which religion
governed daily life and state affairs. Unlike Mesopotamian religions, which
often depicted gods as capricious and hostile, Egyptian deities generally
embodied order and benevolence, reflecting the civilization’s emphasis on
stability.

Similarly, the integration of religion with kingship was more pronounced in
Egypt than in many other ancient cultures, where rulers often held political
but not divine status. This provided a theological framework that supported
centralized power and cultural continuity.

Pros and Cons of Ancient Egyptian Religious System



Pros:

Provided social cohesion through shared beliefs and rituals.

Encouraged advancements in art, architecture, and literature
inspired by religious themes.

Offered comfort regarding death and the afterlife, promoting moral
conduct.

Cons:

Religious authority could be used to justify autocratic rule and
social stratification.

Complex rituals required significant resources and labor,
potentially burdening society.

Resistance to change in religious practices may have limited
cultural adaptation over time.

Ancient Egyptian religion and beliefs remain a subject of fascination and
scholarly study, revealing the depth of human spiritual inquiry in early
civilizations. Through its mythology, rituals, and societal roles, this
ancient faith continues to illuminate the enduring human quest to understand
life, death, and the divine.

Ancient Egypt Religion And Beliefs

  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Ancient Egyptian Religion Henri Frankfort, 1948 Offers
an interpretation of Egyptian thought, which endeavors to uncover the roots of Egyptian religion.
Examines Egyptian theology to demonstrate that there existed an underlying belief in a static
universe, and how this informed not only religious beliefs, but also Egyptian moral and political
philosophy, government, and society.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Religion and Magic in Ancient Egypt Rosalie David,
2002-10-03 The ancient Egyptians believed that the Nile - their life source - was a divine gift.
Religion and magic permeated their civilization, and this book provides a unique insight into their
religious beliefs and practices, from 5000 BC to the 4th century AD, when Egyptian Christianity
replaced the earlier customs. Arranged chronologically, this book provides a fascinating introduction
to the world of half-human/ half-animal gods and goddesses; death rituals, the afterlife and
mummification; the cult of sacred animals, pyramids, magic and medicine. An appendix contains
translations of Ancient Eygtian spells.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-181/ancient-egypt-religion-and-beliefs.pdf


  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Egyptian Religion (Routledge Revivals) E.A. Budge,
2013-10-14 Sir E. A. Wallis Budge (1857-1934) was Keeper of the British Museum’s department of
oriental antiquities from 1894 until his retirement in 1924. Carrying out many missions to Egypt in
search of ancient objects, Budge was hugely successful in collecting papyri, statues and other
artefacts for the trustees of the British Museum: numbering into the thousands and of great cultural
and historical significance. Budge published well over 100 monographs, which shaped the
development of future scholarship and are still of great academic value today, dealing with subjects
such as Egyptian religion, history and literature. First published in 1899 as part of the Egypt and
Chaldaea series, Egyptian Religion explores the principal ideas and beliefs held by the ancient
Egyptians with regard to the doctrine of the resurrection and the future life. Although no systematic
account dealing solely with this doctrine has been discovered, the Book of the Dead and various
other religious texts from which this work is derived reflect ancient Egyptian beliefs, ideals and
superstitions. Wallis Budge explores the Gods of the Egyptians and the themes of resurrection and
immorality in a classic work, of great significance to students and scholars with an interest in
ancient Egyptian and Middle Eastern history and religion.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Exploring Religion in Ancient Egypt Stephen Quirke,
2014-12-03 Exploring Religion in Ancient Egypt offers a stimulating overview of the study of ancient
Egyptian religion by examining research drawn from beyond the customary boundaries of
Egyptology and shedding new light on entrenched assumptions. Discusses the evolution of religion
in ancient Egypt – a belief system that endured for 3,000 years Dispels several modern
preconceptions about ancient Egyptian religious practices Reveals how people in ancient Egypt
struggled to secure well-being in the present life and the afterlife
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: The Religion of Ancient Egypt Sir William Matthew
Flinders Petrie, 2014-05-25 Before we can understand what were the relations between man and the
gods we must first notice the conceptions of the nature of man. In the prehistoric days of Egypt the
position and direction of the body was always the same in every burial, offerings of food and drink
were placed by it, figures of servants, furniture, even games, were included in the grave. It must be
concluded therefore that it was a belief in immortality which gave rise to such a detailed ritual of the
dead. I. THE NATURE OF GODS II. THE NATURE OF MAN III. THE FUTURE LIFE IV. ANIMAL
WORSHIP V. THE GROUPS OF GODS. ANIMAL-HEADED GODS VI. THE HUMAN GODS VII. THE
COSMIC GODS VIII. THE ABSTRACT GODS IX. THE FOREIGN GODS X. THE COSMOGONY XI. THE
RITUAL AND PRIESTHOOD XII. THE SACRED BOOKS XIII. PRIVATE WORSHIP XIV. EGYPTIAN
ETHICS XV. THE INFLUENCE OF EGYPT Religion of Ancient Egypt is a detailed and easy-to-read
guide on the gods and beliefs in Egyptian mythology. First published in 1908, this educational book
describes the types of gods and worship in Egyptian religion, the nature of gods and man, the
concept of future life, private and ritual worship, cosmogony, and the influence of Egypt. An
informative and descriptive guide, this book will intrigue anyone interested in ancient Egyptian gods
and religion.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: The Religion of the Ancient Egyptians Georg
Steindorff, 1903
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Religion of the Ancient Egyptians Alfred Wiedemann,
1897
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Beliefs, Rituals, and Symbols of Ancient Egypt,
Mesopotamia, and the Fertile Crescent Dean Miller, Samuel George Frederick Brandon, 2014-01-01
This comprehensive atlas explores the varied ritual practices and religious beliefs in the ancient
cultural region thought to be the cradle of civilization. The captivating history of Ancient Egypt,
Mesopotamia, and the area known as the Fertile Crescent, unfolds through a pictorial and illustrated
journey. Through a robust glossary, sidebars, and thematic introductions the social studies content
of this fascinating subject becomes easily digestible, for even the most reluctant reader, while the
further reading section inspires future research.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Egyptian Religion Sir Ernest a. Wallis Budge,



2010-01-01 A prolific Victorian Egyptologist explores, in this classic book first published in 1899, the
position of Ra, Osiris, Set, and Isis among the diverse pantheon of numerous deities of ancient
Egypt, as well as their domination of the collective imagination of this sophisticated civilization.
Hymns from The Book of the Dead illustrate the beliefs of the Egyptian peoples regarding the
afterlife, judgment after death, resurrection, and immortality. The writings of E.A. Wallis Budge are
considered somewhat controversial today because of his use of an archaic system of translation, but
useful illustrations and an abundance of information make them necessary resources for students of
the ancient world as well as those of the evolution of historical study. Conveying the beauty and
power of the religion of ancient Egypt, this fascinating book remains an important work today. SIR
ERNEST ALFRED THOMPSON WALLIS BUDGE (1857-1934) was born in Bodmin, Cornwall in the
UK and discovered an interest in languages at a very early age. Budge spent all his free time
learning and discovering Semitic languages, including Assyrian, Syriac, and Hebrew. Eventually,
through a close contact, he was able to acquire a job working with Egyptian and Iraqi artifacts at the
British Museum. Budge excavated and deciphered numerous cuneiform and hieroglyphic documents,
contributing vastly to the museum's collection. Eventually, he became the Keeper of his department,
specializing in Egyptology. Budge wrote many books during his lifetime, most specializing in
Egyptian life, religion, and language.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: The Egyptian Religion E. A. Wallis Budge, 2005-12 This
scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting,
preserving, and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are
true to the original work.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: The Religion of Ancient Egypt Archibald Henry Sayce,
1913
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: The Religions of Ancient Egypt and Babylonia
Archibald Henry Sayce, 1902
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: The Religions of Ancient Egypt and Babylonia A. H.
Sayce, 2020-03-16 In The Religions of Ancient Egypt and Babylonia, A. H. Sayce meticulously
explores the intricate tapestry of religious beliefs and practices that characterized these two ancient
civilizations. Through a combination of rigorous historical analysis and vivid narrative, Sayce delves
into the pantheon of gods, rituals, and socio-religious dynamics that shaped daily life in Egypt and
Babylonia. His literary style, marked by clarity and erudition, situates these religions within their
broader cultural and historical contexts, investigating the profound influence they wielded over art,
literature, and politics during their peak periods. A. H. Sayce, a noted Assyriologist and philologist,
brought to this work a passion for ancient languages and artifacts, greatly informed by his extensive
fieldwork in archaeological sites. Sayce's academic background, particularly in deciphering
cuneiform inscriptions, enriched his understanding of these ancient religions, allowing him to bridge
the gap between textual evidence and lived experience. His deep-seated interest in the interplay
between history and theology propels the narrative in a manner that invites readers into the spiritual
realms of the ancient world. This book is essential for scholars, students, and lay enthusiasts alike
who seek to comprehend the foundational beliefs that shaped not only ancient societies but also the
trajectory of religious thought throughout history. Sayce'Äôs work serves as both an introduction
and a scholarly resource, inviting readers to engage with the wonders and complexities of ancient
spirituality.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Egyptian Mythology Dustin Yarc, 2017-03-22 Egyptian
Mythology: A Guide to Ancient Egyptian Religion, Beliefs, and History is a book which explores the
spiritual and cultural beliefs of the ancient Egyptians. Whether you are interested in learning about
the spiritual beliefs or historical facts of the ancient Egyptians, this book is packed full of
information that will interest you. In this book, you will learn about: - The Gods and Goddesses of
ancient Egypt - Ancient Egyptian Creation Myths - Death and The Afterlife, as understood by ancient



Egyptians - Maat, the Egyptian concept of morality and order - Religious customs and burial beliefs
of ancient Egypt - A look at ancient Egyptian society, including their daily lives and their technology,
medicine, and science. - The ultimate legacy of ancient Egypt As well as many other amazing things
from ancient Egyptian history and mythology!
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Religion in Ancient Egypt John Baines, Leonard H.
Lesko, David P. Silverman, 1991 Lectures given at a symposium held in 1987, sponsored by Fordham
University.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT EGYPT W.M. flinders
Petrie, 2021-02-06 Before dealing with the special varieties of the Egyptians' belief in gods, it is best
to try to avoid a misunderstanding of their whole conception of the supernatural. The term god has
come to tacitly imply to our minds such a highly specialized group of attributes, that we can hardly
throw our ideas back into the more remote conceptions to which we also attach the same name. It is
unfortunate that every other word for supernatural intelligence has become debased so that we
cannot well speak of demons, devils, ghosts, or fairies without implying a noxious or a trifling
meaning, quite unsuited to the ancient deities that were so beneficent and powerful. If then we use
the word god for such conceptions, it must always be with the reservation that the word has now a
vastly different meaning from what it had to ancient minds.To the Egyptians the gods might be
mortal; even Ra, the sun-god, is said to have grown old and feeble, Osiris was slain, and Orion, the
great hunter of the heavens, killed and ate the gods. The mortality of gods has been dwelt on by Dr.
Frazer (Golden Bough), and the many instances of tombs of gods, and of the slaying of the deified
man who was worshipped, all show that immortality was not a divine attribute. Nor was there any
doubt that they might suffer while alive; one myth tells how Ra, as he walked on earth, was bitten by
a magic serpent and suffered torments. The gods were also supposed to share in a life like that of
man, not only in Egypt but in most ancient lands. Offerings of food and drink were constantly
supplied to them, in Egypt laid upon the altars, in other lands burnt for a sweet savor. At Thebes, the
divine wife of the god, or high priestess, was the head of the harem of concubines of the god; and
similarly, in Babylonia, the chamber of the god with the golden couch could only be visited by the
priestess who slept there for oracular responses. The Egyptian gods could not be cognisant of what
passed on earth without being informed, nor could they reveal their will at a distant place except by
sending a messenger; they were as limited as the Greek gods who required the aid of Iris to
communicate one with another or with mankind. The gods, therefore, have no divine superiority to
the man in conditions or limitations; they can only be described as pre-existent, acting intelligence,
with scarcely greater powers than a man might hope to gain by magic or witchcraft of his own. This
conception explains how easily the divine merged into the human in Greek theology, and how
frequently divine ancestors occurred in family histories. (By the word 'theology' is designated the
knowledge about gods.)
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Eyptian Ideas Of The Future Life E. A. Wallis Budge,
1908
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt Margaret Bunson,
2014-05-14 An A-Z reference providing concise and accessible information on Ancient Egypt from its
predynastic cultures to the suicide of Cleopatra and Mark Anthony in the face of the Roman
conquest. Annotation. Bunson (an author of reference works) has revised her 1991 reference (which
is appropriate for high school and public libraries) to span Egypt's history from the predynastic
period to the Roman conquest. The encyclopedia includes entries for people, sites, events, and
concepts as well as featuring lengthy entries or inset boxes on major topics such as deities, animals,
and the military. A plan and photograph are included for each of the major architectural sites.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Egyptian Religion E. A. Wallis Budge, 2014-03 This Is A
New Release Of The Original 1900 Edition.
  ancient egypt religion and beliefs: Studies in Egyptian Religion, Dedicated to Professor
Jan Zandee M. Heerma van Voss, Hoens, Gerard Mussies, Plas, Velde, 2018-11-13 Preliminary
Material -- The Approach to Egyptian Religion /C. J. Bleeker -- The Significance of Religious Festivals



/C. J. Bleeker -- Egyptian Festivals /C. J. Bleeker -- Festivals of the Gods /C. J. Bleeker -- The Festivals
of the King /C. J. Bleeker -- Festivals of the Dead /C. J. Bleeker -- Postscript /C. J. Bleeker --
Bibliography /C. J. Bleeker -- Index /C. J. Bleeker.
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