a short world history of christianity

**A Short World History of Christianity: From Humble Beginnings to a Global Faith**

a short world history of christianity reveals a fascinating journey, stretching over two millennia and
touching countless lives across continents. Christianity, today one of the world’s largest religions, began as a
small Jewish sect in the ancient Roman province of Judea. Its growth, struggles, schisms, and cultural

impact have shaped much of world history, influencing art, politics, philosophy, and social structures.
Exploring this narrative offers not just a timeline of events but valuable insights into how beliefs,

communities, and traditions evolve. Let’s embark on a journey through the key moments and movements

that define a short world history of christianity.

Origins: The Birth of Christianity in the Roman Empire

Christianity’s roots lie in the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth in the 1st century CE. Born in a Jewish
context, Jesus preached about love, forgiveness, and the kingdom of God. His message challenged existing

religious authorities and Roman rule, leading to his crucifixion around 30-33 CE.

The Early Christian Communities

After Jesus’s death and reported resurrection, his followers began spreading his teachings. Early Christians
were initially a minority sect within Judaism but soon attracted Gentile (non-Jewish) converts. The
Apostle Paul played a crucial role, traveling extensively and writing letters that formed much of the New

Testament.

These early believers often met in private homes, faced persecution, and were misunderstood by both
Jewish and Roman authorities. Despite hardships, Christianity’s message of salvation and eternal life proved

compelling.

Christianity’s Rise to Prominence

From Persecution to Imperial Religion

For the first three centuries, Christians endured sporadic persecutions, most famously under emperors Nero



and Diocletian. However, a turning point came in 313 CE when Emperor Constantine issued the Edict of

Milan, granting Christians religious freedom.

Constantine’s conversion and patronage led to Christianity’s rapid institutionalization. By the end of the 4th
century, Emperor Theodosius I declared Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire,

dramatically altering the faith’s role in society.

Establishing Orthodoxy and Church Structure

As Christianity grew, so did theological debates. Councils such as Nicaea (325 CE) and Chalcedon (451 CE)
sought to unify Christian doctrine, particularly concerning the nature of Christ. These gatherings helped

define orthodox beliefs and combat what were deemed heresies.

The church hierarchy also became more formalized. Bishops, especially the Bishop of Rome (later called the

Pope), gained authority, shaping religious practice and connecting communities across vast regions.

The Middle Ages: Christianity’s Cultural and Political Power

During the medieval period, Christianity was not just a religion but the foundation of European identity
and governance. Monasticism flourished, preserving knowledge and fostering education. Monasteries

became centers of learning, agriculture, and charity.

Christianity and the Medieval State

Kings and emperors often derived legitimacy from the church. The crowning of Charlemagne by Pope
Leo IIT in 800 CE symbolized the fusion of spiritual and temporal power. The church influenced laws, art,

and daily life.

However, tensions between religious and secular authorities occasionally erupted, exemplified by conflicts

like the Investiture Controversy, where popes and emperors disputed over appointing bishops.

The Crusades and Christian Expansion

Between the 11th and 13th centuries, the Crusades — military campaigns sanctioned by the church —
aimed to reclaim the Holy Land from Muslim control. While they had mixed outcomes, the Crusades

opened channels for cultural exchange and intensified Christian identity.



The Reformation and the Birth of Denominational Diversity

By the 16th century, cracks in church unity became apparent. Issues such as corruption and doctrinal
disputes fueled calls for reform. Martin Luther’s 95 Theses in 1517 sparked the Protestant Reformation,
challenging papal authority and church practices.

Key Figures and Movements

- ¥*Martin Luther:** Advocated justification by faith alone and translated the Bible into vernacular
languages.

- ¥John Calvin:** Developed Reformed theology emphasizing predestination.

- ¥*Henry VIII:** Established the Church of England, breaking from Rome for political and personal

reasons.

This period gave rise to multiple Protestant denominations, fundamentally altering Christianity’s landscape

and leading to religious wars and political realignments across Europe.

The Catholic Counter-Reformation

In response, the Catholic Church initiated reforms through the Council of Trent (1545-1563), addressing
abuses and reaffirming core doctrines. New religious orders, like the Jesuits, played vital roles in

revitalizing Catholicism and global missionary work.

Christianity’s Global Spread

Between the 15th and 19th centuries, European exploration and colonization carried Christianity
worldwide. Missionaries accompanied explorers to the Americas, Africa, and Asia, often blending local

customs with Christian teachings.

Impact on Indigenous Cultures

Christian missions sometimes served as agents of cultural exchange but also contributed to the suppression
of indigenous religions and traditions. This complex interaction shaped societies, languages, and identities in

colonized regions.



The Growth of Christianity in the Modern Era

The 19th and 20th centuries saw the rise of evangelical movements, increased denominational diversity,
and the establishment of global Christian institutions. Christianity adapted to modern challenges such as

secularism, scientific advancements, and interfaith dialogue.

Christianity Today: A Diverse and Dynamic Faith

In the 21st century, Christianity remains vibrant and diverse. It encompasses a wide range of beliefs and
practices, from Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy to numerous Protestant denominations and

independent churches.

Christianity’s Role in Contemporary Society

Today, Christianity influences global culture, politics, humanitarian efforts, and ethical debates. Its presence

in education, healthcare, and social services continues to impact millions.

Challenges and Opportunities

Modern Christians navigate issues like globalization, religious pluralism, and changing social norms. Many
seek to balance tradition with innovation, striving to keep their faith relevant in an increasingly

interconnected world.

Reflecting on a short world history of christianity reveals a story of resilience, transformation, and
enduring influence. From simple beginnings in a small province to a faith embraced by billions,

Christianity’s journey offers profound lessons on belief, community, and human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the main focus of 'A Short World History of Christianity'?

'A Short World History of Christianity' provides a concise overview of the development, spread, and

impact of Christianity from its origins to the modern era, highlighting key events, figures, and cultural



influences.

How does 'A Short World History of Christianity' address the diversity
within Christianity?

The book explores the various denominations, theological differences, and cultural adaptations of

Christianity across different regions and historical periods, emphasizing its global diversity.

Why is understanding the history of Christianity important today?

Understanding the history of Christianity helps contextualize its influence on art, culture, politics, and social

movements, offering insights into contemporary religious and cultural dynamics worldwide.

What are some key historical events covered in 'A Short World History
of Christianity'?

Key events include the life of Jesus, the spread of early Christianity, the Great Schism, the Protestant

Reformation, missionary movements, and Christianity's role in modern global history.

Does 'A Short World History of Christianity' cover Christianity's

interaction with other religions?

Yes, the book examines Christianity's relationships and encounters with Judaism, Islam, and indigenous

religions, highlighting both conflicts and dialogues throughout history.

‘Who would benefit most from reading 'A Short World History of
Christianity'?
Students, educators, and anyone interested in religious studies or world history will find the book a

valuable resource for understanding Christianity’s historical development and global impact.

Additional Resources

**A Short World History of Christianity: Tracing the Roots and Evolution of a Global Faith™**

a short world history of christianity reveals a complex and transformative journey that has shaped not only
religious beliefs but also cultural, political, and social landscapes across centuries. Christianity, originating in
the 1st century CE within the Roman province of Judea, has grown from a small Jewish sect into one of
the largest and most influential religions worldwide. This article delves into the pivotal moments, key

figures, and enduring legacies of Christianity, offering a comprehensive overview that highlights its global



impact and historical nuances.

Origins and Early Development

Christianity began with the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, a Jewish preacher whose message centered on
love, forgiveness, and the coming of the Kingdom of God. His life and crucifixion around 30-33 CE,
followed by claims of resurrection, became the foundation of Christian faith. The earliest followers,
including apostles like Peter and Paul, spread Jesus’ teachings throughout the Mediterranean region,

relying on oral traditions and epistles to communities.

The early Christian movement faced significant challenges, including persecution by Roman authorities.
Despite this, it continued to grow, partly due to its appeal to diverse populations and its message of salvation
accessible to all, regardless of social status or ethnicity. By the early 4th century, Christianity had gained
substantial traction, culminating in Emperor Constantine’s Edict of Milan in 313 CE, which legalized the

religion and paved the way for its establishment as the Roman Empire’s dominant faith.

The Formation of Doctrine and Institutional Structure

As Christianity expanded, theological disputes became central in defining orthodox beliefs. The Council of
Nicaea in 325 CE was a landmark event, leading to the Nicene Creed and a unified doctrine regarding the
nature of Christ and the Trinity. This council marked the beginning of ecumenical gatherings aiming to

resolve controversies and standardize Christian teachings.

Simultaneously, the church developed a hierarchical structure with bishops, priests, and deacons, mirroring
and adapting elements from Roman administrative systems. The Bishop of Rome, later known as the Pope,
gradually assumed a position of primacy, especially in Western Christianity, contributing to the eventual

division between Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism.

Christianity in the Middle Ages

The medieval period witnessed Christianity’s profound entwinement with European politics and society.
The Church not only guided spiritual life but also wielded immense temporal power. Monasticism
flourished during this era, with orders like the Benedictines and Franciscans advancing education,

healthcare, and charity.



The Great Schism and Religious Fragmentation

By 1054 CE, tensions between the Western Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church
culminated in the Great Schism. Differences over theological doctrines, ecclesiastical authority, and cultural
practices led to a formal split. This division has persisted, shaping distinct religious traditions within

Christianity.

Later, the 16th century Protestant Reformation, initiated by figures such as Martin Luther and John
Calvin, challenged the Catholic Church’s doctrines and corruption. The Reformation introduced new
denominations, emphasizing scriptures’ authority and personal faith. This period drastically altered

Christianity’s landscape, fostering religious pluralism and sometimes violent conflicts.

Global Expansion and Cultural Integration

Christianity’s worldwide spread accelerated through colonization and missionary activity from the 15th
century onward. European powers such as Spain, Portugal, France, and Britain brought Christianity to the

Anmericas, Africa, and Asia, intertwining religious conversion with imperial ambitions.

Missionary Movements and Cultural Exchange

Missionaries played a dual role in spreading faith and cultural exchange. While often criticized for cultural
imposition and complicity in colonial agendas, missionaries also facilitated education, healthcare, and social
reforms in many regions. The translation of the Bible into local languages and the establishment of churches

adapted Christianity to diverse cultural contexts.

Modern Christianity: Diversity and Challenges

Today, Christianity is a global religion with an estimated 2.3 billion adherents, encompassing Roman
Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Protestantism, and numerous independent churches. It interacts

dynamically with contemporary issues, including secularism, interfaith dialogue, and social justice.

Christian denominations exhibit a wide range of theological interpretations and worship practices. The rise
of Pentecostalism and Evangelical movements in the Global South reflects Christianity’s evolving nature
and its appeal to diverse populations. However, Christianity also faces challenges such as declining church

attendance in some Western countries and tensions among different Christian groups.



Key Features and Impact of Christianity Through History

¢ Religious Doctrine: Central beliefs such as the Trinity, the resurrection of Jesus, and salvation have

defined Christian identity.

e Institutional Development: The evolution of church hierarchy and councils shaped organizational

stability and doctrinal unity.

¢ Cultural Influence: Christianity has inspired art, music, literature, and legal systems throughout

history.

e Political Role: From the Holy Roman Empire to modern nation-states, Christianity has influenced

governance and law.

¢ Global Mission: The spread of Christianity worldwide has led to intercultural exchanges and complex

legacies.

Comparative Perspectives

When compared with other major world religions, Christianity’s historical trajectory is distinctive for its
early adoption as a state religion and its institutional consolidation. Its ability to adapt to various cultures

while maintaining core doctrines has contributed to its longevity and global reach.

However, this adaptability has been a double-edged sword, sometimes leading to internal divisions and
conflicts. The balance between maintaining tradition and embracing reform continues to shape Christian

communities worldwide.

The exploration of a short world history of christianity highlights not only the faith’s religious dimensions
but also its profound influence on human civilization. Understanding this history provides insight into
contemporary religious dynamics and the enduring power of Christianity as both a spiritual and cultural

force.

A Short World History Of Christianity

a short world history of christianity: A Short World History of Christianity Robert Bruce
Mullin, 2008-04-01 In this highly readable volume, Robert Bruce Mullin surveys the rise and spread


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-181/a-short-world-history-of-christianity.pdf

of Christianity throughout the world. Global in focus and covering the expanse of Christian history,
the book unveils the challenges that Christianity has faced throughout the centuries.

a short world history of christianity: A Short World History of Christianity, Revised Edition
Robert Bruce Mullin, 2014-11-22 Church historians have long known and appreciated Christianity's
global history. Until recently, however, introductory textbooks on the history of Christianity focused
almost exclusively on Europe and North America. Robert Bruce Mullins's A Short World History of
Christianity, by contrast, offers a panoramic picture of the history of Christianity in its Western and
non-Western expressions. It tells the story of the early church in the Greek East as well as the Latin
West; of Christianity's spread into Asia as well as Europe during the Middle Ages; and its explosion
around the world during the modern period. Mullins's highly readable narrative explores why global
perspectives have emerged so strongly in our understanding of the story of Christianity and how
they have impacted Christianity's perspective on its place in the world. This newly revised edition
adds information on such global phenomena as early Syriac-speaking Christianity; the growth of
Pentecostalism around the world, especially in the southern hemisphere; and recent trends in
Christianity, including the elevation of the first pope born in the Americas. A time line of key dates,
call-out boxes, and other helpful study materials are also provided. Beginning students will
appreciate this memorable introduction to the most important events in the history and development
of Christianity.

a short world history of christianity: Contending for the Faith E. Daisy Rodriguez,
2014-10-10 Contending for the Faith invites readers to explore two millennia of church history and
to learn how God works through the churchs ministry to spread the gospel of Gods kingdom and, in
the end, to defeat the forces working to oppose him. E. Daisy Rodriguez combines dramatic
retellings of the biblical narrative, direct citations from the Scriptures, and reflections that connect
the lives and ministries of contemporary Christians with Gods work in the church throughout its
history. Various chapters treat topics like Gods commission, the church, Christs gifts, historical
critique, prophetic vision, and assurance of Gods victory. The tone is approachable and energetic,
blending together explanations of the biblical background and the historical record with sections
that speak to the contemporary mission of the church and its future mission. Like a lighthouse, the
church has and will continue to light the way for a world lost in the darkness. If you have asked
yourself what Gods plan is for his people and wondered how to interpret the threats made by forces
opposed to God and the church, then Contending for the Faith will give you both a helpful
introduction to the sweep of history from the churchs birth to Christs return in power. Gods people
can be encouraged and trust that God, in the end, will carry out his plans for the church, the body of
Christ.

a short world history of christianity: A World History of Christianity Adrian Hastings,
2000-07-05 This superb volume provides the first genuinely global one-volume history of the rise and
development of the Christian faith. An international team of specialists takes seriously the
geographical diversity of the Christian story, discussing the impact of Christianity not only in the
West but also in Latin America, Africa, India, the Orient and Australasia.

a short world history of christianity: A Survey of the History of Global Christianity,
Second Edition Mark Nickens, 2020-12-15 Since Jesus’s resurrection, Christianity has expanded
across the globe and shaped a vast array of groups and movements. A Survey of the History of
Global Christianity, Second Edition, provides an overview of the Christian faith from the apostolic
age to the global present. In a friendly and informative tone, author Mark Nickens outlines the
historical context of important developments in doctrine and practice, including: o the persecution
and resilience of the early church o the results of increasing papal power in Europe during the
Middle Ages o the Reformation and later movements that influenced European Christianity o the
various sects of American Christianity that arose in cycles of revival o an examination of Orthodoxy
and the history of Christianity in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the West Indies. In addition to
historical information, this book features quotes and spiritual lessons from noteworthy Christians
throughout the centuries. By understanding how Christian doctrine has developed over the ages and



across the globe, readers will better understand where their own faith tradition comes from.

a short world history of christianity: African Identities and World Christianity in the
Twentieth Century Klaus Koschorke, Jens Holger Schjgrring, 2005 The map of global Christianity
continues to undergo dramatic changes, and on this map Africa comes to the fore. The proceedings
of the Third International Conference at Munich-Freising on the History of Christianity in the
Non-Western World seek to respond to the growing importance of Africa in the context of World
Christianity. Prominent scholars from Africa and Europe deal with the manifold manifestations of
African Christianity in the 20th century and the various ways in which African and Christian
identities were formulated and interacted with each other. The negotiation of the local and the
global in the process of forming African churches is discussed, as is the question of the impact of
internal African debates and developments on global ecumenical discussions. From the table of
contents (16 contributions): O.U. Kalu, A Trail of Ferment in African Christianity. Ethiopianism,
Prophetism, PentecostalismK. Ward, African identities in the historic 'Mainline Churches'. A case
study of the negotiation of local and global within African AnglicanismA. Anderson, African
Independent Churches and Global Pentecostalism. Historical Connections and Common IdentitiesE.
Kamphausen, 'African Cry'. Anmerkungen zur Entstehungsgeschichte einer kontextuellen
Befreiungstheologie in AfrikaA. Adamavi-Aho Ekue, Troubled but not destroyed. The development of
African Theologies and the paradigm of the 'Theology of reconstruction'K. Hock, Appropriated
Vibrancy. 'Immediacy' as a Formative Element in African Theologies

a short world history of christianity: Christian Tradition in Global Perspective Schroeder,
Roger P., 2021-09-22 A one-volume history of Christianity for undergraduate students, written from
a Catholic perspective--

a short world history of christianity: From Every Tribe and Nation (Turning South: Christian
Scholars in an Age of World Christianity) Mark A. Noll, 2014-10-14 Christianity's demographics,
vitality, and influence have tipped markedly toward the global South and East. Addressing this
seismic shift, one of America's leading church historians shows how studying world Christianity
changed and enriched his understanding of the nature of the faith as well as of its history. Mark Noll
illustrates the riches awaiting anyone who gains even a preliminary understanding of the diverse
histories that make up the Christian story. He shows how coming to view human culture as created
by God was an important gift he received from the historical study of world Christian diversity,
which then led him to a deeper theological understanding of Christianity itself. He also offers advice
to students who sense a call to a learned vocation. This is the third book in the Turning South series,
which offers reflections by eminent Christian scholars who have turned their attention and
commitments beyond North America.

a short world history of christianity: The Christian World Martin Marty, 2009-01-13 In this
cogent volume, historian Martin Marty gives readers of all faiths a brief yet sweeping account of
Christianity and how it grew from a few believers two thousand years ago to become the world’s
largest religion. He depicts the life of Christ and his teachings and explains how the apostles set out
to spread the Gospel. With a special emphasis on global Christianity, Marty shows how the religion
emerged from its ancestral homeland in Africa, the Levant, and Asia Minor, was imported to Europe,
and then expanded from there to the rest of the world. While giving a broad overview, Marty also
focuses on specific issues, such as how Christianity attempts to reconcile with the teachings of
Christ some of its stances on armed conflict, justice, and dominion. The Christian World is a
remarkable testament to how Christ’s message has touched human experience everywhere.

a short world history of christianity: Christianity Frederick W. Norris, 2014-10-01 A detailed
chronological guide, tracing the geographical and social development of Christian communities
around the world, covering many key issues, including the Crusades and the fervent evangelism of
missionary movements over the last five hundred years.

a short world history of christianity: Jesus Christ in World History Jan A. B. Jongeneel,
2009 Based on the author's thesis (Th.D.)--Leiden University, 1971.

a short world history of christianity: Readings in World Christian History: Earliest



Christianity to 1453 John Wayland Coakley, Andrea Sterk, 2004-01-01 This companion to History of
the World Christian Movement explores how varied and multi-cultural Christian origins and history
really are.

a short world history of christianity: Brief Christian Histories James W. White, 2014-03-17
How do we undergird Christian enthusiasm with Christian substance? Brief Christian Histories
combines biblical and ecclesial history in a single volume, taking readers through 4000 years of our
religion's history using four themes of interest: WHO has led us? HOW have we been guided
ethically? WHAT have been our faith practices and pieties? WHERE have we interacted with culture,
and to what effect? Reading any one chapter will give readers a feel for the Christian narrative as a
whole. Reading two or more narratives will broaden readers' understanding of where we have come
from--all to help understand this big religion of ours, deepen ourselves in it, and keep our faith fresh
and moving forward. We move for God's New Order (basileia)--about which Jesus taught, for which
he taught us to pray, and into which he invites our enthusiastic, substantive sojourning.

a short world history of christianity: The Next Christendom Philip Jenkins, 2011-09-01 In this
new and substantially expanded Third Edition, Philip Jenkins continues to illuminate the remarkable
expansion of Christianity in the global South--in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Drawing upon the
extensive new scholarship that has appeared on this topic in recent years, he asks how the new
Christianity is likely to affect the poor, among whom it finds its most devoted adherents. How should
we interpret the enormous success of prosperity churches across the Global South? Politically, what
will be the impact of new Christian movements? Will Christianity contribute to liberating the poor, to
give voices to the previously silent, or does it threaten only to bring new kinds of division and
conflict? Does Christianity liberate women, or introduce new scriptural bases for subjection?
Acclaim for previous editions of The Next Christendom: Named one of the Top Religion Books of
2002 by USA Today Named One of the Top Ten Religion Books of the Year by Booklist (2002) Winner
of the Christianity Today Book Award in the category of Christianity and Culture (2002) Jenkins is to
be commended for reminding us, throughout the often gripping pages of this lively work...that the
history of Christianity is the history of innovative--and unpredictable--adaptations. --The New York
Times Book Review This is a landmark book. Jenkin's thesis is comprehensively researched; his
analysis is full of insight; and his projection of the future may indeed prove to be prophetic. --Baptist
Times A valuable and provocative look at the phenomenon widely ignored in the affluent North but
likely to be of enormous importance in the century ahead.... The Next Christendom is chillingly
realistic about the relationship between Christianity and Islam. --Russell Shaw, Crisis If the times
demand nothing less than a major rethinking of contemporary global history from a Christian
perspective, The Next Christendom will be one of the significant landmarks pointing the way. --Mark
Noll, Books & Culture

a short world history of christianity: Clouds of Witnesses Mark A. Noll, Carolyn Nystrom,
2011-03-24 In seventeen inspiring narratives Mark Noll and Carolyn Nystrom introduce a new and
robust company of saints that has left a lasting imprint on the new Christian heartlands of Africa and
Asia. Spanning a century, from the 1880s to the 1980s, their stories demonstrate the vitality of the
Christian faith in a diversity of contexts.

a short world history of christianity: A Better Freedom Michael Card, 2009-10-15 In A
Better Freedom Michael Card explores the biblical imagery of slavery as a metaphor for Christian
discipleship, revealing Christ as the true Lord and Master who sets us free from our own slavery to
sin.

a short world history of christianity: A Short History of Christianity Geoffrey Blainey,
2013-10-24 For two thousand years, Christianity has had a varying but immense influence on world
history. Accomplished historian Geoffrey Blainey leads us through the history of this world-changing
religion. A Short History of Christianity vividly describes many of the significant players in the
religion’s rise and fall through the ages, from Jesus himself to Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther,
Francis Xavier, John Wesley, and even the Beatles, who claimed to be “more popular than Jesus.”
Blainey takes us into the world of Christian worshipers through the ages—from housewives to



stonemasons—and traces the rise of the critics of Christ and his followers. Eminently readable, and
written with Blainey’s characteristic curiosity and storytelling skill, this book often places
Christianity at the center of world history. Will it remain near the center? Blainey’s narrative
illustrates that Christianity’s history is a much-repeated story of ups and downs.

a short world history of christianity: The Sacredness of Human Life David P. Gushee,
2013-01-14 This authoritative book is the most comprehensive examination ever of the sacredness of
human life. Never before has one volume explored this subject in such a multifaceted way,
encompassing biblical roots, theological elaborations, historical cases, and contemporary ethical
perspectives. Tracing the concept of the sacredness of human life from Scripture through church
history to the present day, David Gushee argues that viewing human life as sacred is one of the most
precious legacies of biblical faith — albeit one that the church has too often failed to uphold. Besides
providing a masterful historical survey, Gushee’s discussion covers the many current ethical
challenges and perspectives that will impact the survival and flourishing of human life, including
biotechnology, the death penalty, abortion, human rights, nuclear weapons, just war theory,
women’s rights, and creation care. Gushee’s Sacredness of Human Life is a game-changing book
that will set the standard for all future discussions of this key ethical concept.

a short world history of christianity: SCM Studyguide: Church History Stephen Spencer,
2013-08-27 An introduction to the study of the ways the church has evolved in its corporate life since
its birth in the first century. Special attention is given to studying its changing relationship and
interaction with the surrounding societies in which it has existed. The intended readership will be
those training for ministry in English speaking churches, so the studyguide will concentrate on those
aspects of this subject of most relevance to this group. This means there will be greater attention to
developments in the West than in the East, especially in later centuries, and to topics such as the
nature of ministry, the sacraments, places of worship, authority in the church and mission. These
will be examined at each period of church history, in each chapter, to provide reference points of
comparison throughout the book. Each chapter will also contain a specific case study, presenting
extracts of some key documents with notes, commentary and questions for discussion, to allow
readers to develop skills in historical research. General discussion questions and reading lists will be
provided at the end of each chapter. The final chapter will provide guidance for the study of the
history of the student’s own church and community.

a short world history of christianity: World Christianity Hanciles, Jehu, ]J., 2021-11-17
Provides a critical reassessment of the study of world Christianity that connects historical
developments to current debates and new trajectories--
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